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SERMON S 


N°E CeES*Si: TY 


OF 


REPENTANCE, 
By rue Rev. JAMES USHER, 


ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH, PREACHED IN 


OXFORD, 


IN THE YEAR 1640. 


AND NOW REVISED WITH A PREFACE 
By roe Rev. P. OLIVER, A. M. 


THUS SAITH THE LORD, STAND YE IN THE WAYS 


AND SEE, AND ASK FOR L[HE OLD PATHS, WHERL 158 
THE GOOD WAY? jer. 6, 16. 


JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM, I AM THF WAY. 


NO MAN 
COMELrH UNTO THE FATHIR BUT BY ME, 


JOHN 14, 6. 


AND HIM THAT COMETH TO ME, I WILL IN NO WISE 
CAST OUT. JOHN 6, 37- 





CHT s TL eR 
Peinrzp sy P. BAOSTER. 
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PREFACE: 





m= 


lige bare poffibility of an eternal ftate 
of happinefs, or mifery after this fhort 
life on carth, one might reafonably con- 
clude, weie enough to rouze and put in 
action evely faculty, of a being, who 
with hafty fteps 1s advancing to this un- 
changeable doom; enough to difentangle 
him from every purfuit which might in- 
terfere with this, and to outweigh ail, 
that the woild could oppofe to it. But 
the fact proves diectly the reverfe, and 
fhews us, that even the teftimony of God 
Himfeif concerning thefe things is lightly 
regarded, and fo far fiom having any 
weight with the generaliuy, that the very 
mention of fuch fubjects is painful, the 
moft frivolous pretences enough to fatis~ 
fy men in the neglect of their fouls, and 
the moft abluid onjections deemed fuffi- 
ten€ againit all who appear to be really 
concerned for them, as well as agiinfi the 
necefflity of all fuch concern it’s ielf. To 
attempt to aniwer all the objections that 
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long rooted p..judice, and fettled averfi- 
en will iaiic, muft evidently appear vain. 
Thus far however, let me e:treat you, to 
confider, you muft die, and leave all your 
luve, or hate forever, no mote to have a 
portion in what is done under the fun, 
that after death you muft be judged, and 
that your eternal ftate is then fixed un- 
changeably in blifs beyond conception, 
or in unutterable woe. 

Lert me befeech you therefore to put 
thefe queftions to yourfelf. Have I ever 
from Ged’s_ word ferioufly enquired into 
my fouls eftate? and with half the anxie- 
ty thar I fhould have fought relief fiom 
a difeafe that afflicted my body, or a 
ruin which threatned my property? aml 
endeavoring to live according to my bap- 
tifmal vows, renouncing this life for a 
better, and all the vanities and finful 
cuftoms of the world, with the defires of 
flefh and fervice of Satan, or am I not 
in practice renouncing alk thofe vows, 
and thus in effeét renouncing Chrift? 

Tue firft ftep that God the Spirit takes 
with his people is, to convince them that 
they are indeed ,what they often without 
any concern may have confefled them- 
felves to be) miferable finners, with no 
health in them. Until this time, Jefus 
and his Salvation will be heard of with 

tar 
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far lefs attention, than the news of the 
day, * and the ordinary cares and plea- 
fares of life will have a neare: place in 
the affections than this one thing fo 
emunentiy needful; but when the burden 
of fin is made intolerable, and more 
than we ourfelves can duitain, we fhail 
rejoice to hear of help having been laid 
upon one able to bear { all the curfe 
due to fin, and whe did bear it + and 
removed it completely, and forever from 
all who are enabled to truft him for 
falvation. We {hall then know both of 
ourfelves and of Chiift, what we never 
knew before, our own need of a Saviour, 
and his ability and willmgnefs to 
fave. Chrift will then be precious. 
“« The whole need not a phyfidian, and 
feel not towards one, as they do who 
are fick, and confcious of their danger, 
and the heart will now fay. “ Bleffed 
be God for Jefus Chiift, 


THE 


* That Athenian temper, ever bufy and reftlefs 
after fome new thing, Acts I7, 2f, appears now tq 
choak the word of God in the hearts of many, as 
in Pauis days it hindred the reception of it, and the 
eagernefs difcovered in thefe things among the gene- 
rality of profeflurs, proves too evidently that the power 


of religion is on the decline ameng us whatever the 
profefon may be. 


t Pfalm 8g, 19. + Ifaiah 53, 4. 
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Tue chief tendency of the following 
Sermons, is to prove, the need that all 
the Children of Adam have of this Al- 
mighty Saviour. It is confeffed that the 
truths they teach are branded as enthu-~ 
fiaim by moft, and bear now the fame 
chaiacter they ever did ” of foolithnefs. 
But let thus much jn general be re- 
membered, that the church of God, whofe 
character and whofe foot{teps are defcr.bed 
in the Bible, {| has uniformly fiom the 
beginning held the fame, in every countty, 
and in every age; and though blackened 
by the calumny of hiftorians, or paffed 
over with their filent contempt, 1t would 

not 


| By the church of God I with to mean what 
the word of God defcribes by that term. A people 
feparate from the nations in heart and life, defpifed for | 
their mafters fake, a city fet upon ahill, not becaufe + 
of their number, or greatnels (for this could not be; 
faid of the difciples to whom Chrift apples it) but, 
becaufe when a man profefles to lve a godly life and - 
yet to reft all on Chrift, and nothing on himfelf, he: 
fhall fufter perfecution, and be obferved and marked’ 
with contempt by all. Thefe are addrefied in thei 
pible, as the elect of God, as. redeemed by the bicod 
ot Chrift, and feparated from fin and the world: by 
his word and by the Holy Ghoft, 

And to thefe the promifes are made that the Spirit 
fhall lead them into all neceflary trpth, and of con- 
fequence fave them from all material error. Hence 
it 1s of moment to know the footfteps they have trod 
of old Cant. 1. was when we have found the true 
church we have found a guide to all sieedful truth. 
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not be difficult even in the darkeft times 
to trace this blefled cloud of witnelles 
igjoicing in the fame hope, and: building 
on the fame tock for ete:nal'life. § But, 
at leaft, let it not be forgot in this land, 
that thefe truths are uniformly taught in 
the homilies, the Aiticles and the Litur- 
gy of our eftablifhed Church, and that 
they ate folemnly fubfcribed to by our 
Clergy; and if tg an honeft mind there 
can be a fhadow of doubt concerning 
their 1eal fenfe and meaning, the writings 
of thofe who compiled thefe tefts, are 
cettainly the beft and only fource, from 
whence we can fatisfy ourlfelves. Tage 
wi 


§ If we read the Bible with attention in this point 
(efpecially the book of Judges) we fhall find the 
profeffing clurch of God feldom retained their purity 
of doétrine, or manners above 30 or 40 years, and 
then a viftble declenfion appears and then a rod of 
correction and tnen a revival, Hence one great dif- 
ficulty in this main part of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, for 
as it was then fo it as begn fince, and in the revival 
abofit 50 of 60 years ago, in this land, though the 
purity of doctrine was foon corrupted, and though now 
there is {tll lefs and lefs difference frum the world | 
both in doétrine and manners, yet the name of re~ 
proach is retained which was at firft affixed, hence, 
fhould a rod come on God’s profeffing people (as 1s 
ikely enough) and then in mercy a revival follow, 
fume new name of contempt would probably be given 


which with a = yriter of hiftory might be marked 
asa new fect, 
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will all be found with ene voice to point 
out mans ruin, and the fame way of efcape 
which you will find this able fervant of 
God taught in thefe following fermons. 
Tue character of the author is well 
known, He was a man eminent in lear- 
ning and exemplary in godlinefs. He was 
a peaceable and faithful fubject to the 
government under which he lived, * and 
by the 1eferved pait he took in public 
affairs, he proved (like his great matter 
when on earth) that his heart was in 
another country, and all his views ben- 
ding there, even to an heavenly. To the 
church in which he was a paftor he was 
a confiftent firend and a bright o1na- 
ment, but his zeal was not wafled in 
non-effentials, nor his love confined to 
a part of -Chiift’s church, The great 
| bond 


* ¢¢ Put chem in mind to be fubjeét to principal: 
ties and powers. Tir. 3, 1%. The neceffity of this 
precept might not appear extraordinary at the time this 
advice to muniters was given, when Gad’s people 
were expofed in their property and lives to the capri- 
cous tyranny of defpotic rulers, but, ina country like 
ours (where ciyil and religious privileges are more a~ 
bundantly allowed to God’s profeffing people than (for 
fo long together) perhaps ever in any ather country ) 
none but the all, provident Spirit of God could have 
forefeen the need of it. ical 

May :munifters never forget ta enforce and their 
people never forget to practice it! 
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bond of union was (with him) that which 
fhall laft for ever when all others muft 
ceafe, ‘© a living union with Jefus Chrift, 
and wherever he had reafon to hope this, 
though in leffer points his judgment 
might diffent, he loved them and took 
them to his heart. The fermons which 
are here offered to you, weie preached 
in Oxford, and taken down as he deli- 
vered them, by feveral eminent divines, 
and authenticated by his chaplain the Rey. 
Stanley Gower. 

Tur alterations that every living lan- 
guage undergoes in the couife of above 
a century and half, made fome revifal 
necefiary. The repetition too that in a 
deyree may be unavoidable in extempore 
fermons, made fome fentences fuperfluous. 
The fenfe however of the author is every 
where preferved entire and even his words 
aie not often altered. 

EIGHTEEN fermons were originally pub- 
lifhed, but as_ the reception they might 
meet with was uncertain, I ventured to 
publifh only eight. Among other reafons 
that induced me to this worm, thefe are 
fome, the fermons are fcarce, I never 
could fee or hear of more thar four 
copies. ‘They are plain and not above the 
loweft capacity. They were preached at 
a time when the voice of God fpake 


loudly 
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loudly to this land, and if at any time 
public diftraétions or private fuffcrings 
more ferioufly called on men to confider 
their ways, and to examine whether they 
have a jure hope beyond this uncertain 
world, they co it now. 

Awnp laft of ail, being through much 
bodily weaknefs unable to difcharge the 
public duies of my miniltiy, I am yet 
fain not wholly to be idle in my work, 
but ftill to commend that faviour to my 
Joft fellow finners, who, from alt I have 
obferved in the expericnce of others ot 
felt in my own appears clearly (what 
the Sciiptures waitnefs of him,) * all, and 
in alj, the whole end and the only hap- 
pinefs of man. 

May the Lord God and Saviour of 
his people, even Jefus Jehovah, blefs thete 
fermons to your foul; that you may fee 
your real condition in the fight of God, 
deck to him for pardon and _ peace in 
Jefus Chrift, come out from the world 
in heart and life, and feive him here and 
ever. Amen. 


Chefter, March 26, 1793.-  BOIELS 
# Col. 2, 11. 
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AGAIN HE LIMITETH A CERTAIN. DAY, SAYING IN 
DAVID, TO DaY AFTLR SO LONG A TIME, AS IT IS 


SAID, TO DAY IF YOU WILL HEAR HIS VOICE, 
HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS. 


ae 


I Have entered on thefe words in the other 
Univerfity on a day of public humilration, 
as being fuitable to the occafioh, the chief 
matter of them being the doétrine of the 
converfion of a finner. 

Forasmucn as Gods judgments are abroad 
upon the earth, and hang over our heads, the 
only means to prevent and remove both tempo- 
ral and eternal, is our fpeedy converfion and 
‘return unto God. Elfe be wll whet bis fword, 
bend bis bow, and make tt ready to our deftruc- 


tion, 
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tion, P/fal. 7.12. God did bear a deadf 
hatred againift fin in the time of the Pfalmuft, 
and fo he doth ftill, for his nature cannot 
be changed. If we return not, we are but 
dead men. The eternal weight of Gods wrath 
will be our portion, both here and in the 
world to cone, if we repent not. 

sw the words there are three obfervable 
Points. 

z. Continuance in fin brings certain death. 
Or, for fin Gods judgments are on particular 
nations and perfons. 

2. If particular rations or perfons turn 
away from their evi! courfes, no hurt fhall 
come near them. 

God takes no delight in the death of a finner, 
nor that he fhould defpair of his mercy: but 
would have us to turn out of the broad 
way which leads to deftruction. 

3- It behoves every one {fpeedily to fee 
about the work of converfion. 

Nor efteem this a vain word. [| bring 
you thofe things whereon your life depends. 
Obeying 1t you are made forever, neglecting 
it you areundone for ever. Unlefs you em- 
brace this meffage, God will bend his bow, 
and make ready his arrows againft you. Know 
therefore That ecntinuance tin fin brings certam 
death, ‘There willbe no way of efcaping but 
by repentance, by coming 1n fpeedily unto 
God. 

The words of this Text are taken from P/fal. gg. 

Harden not your bearts as wn the provocation, 
and as in the day of temptation in the wiider- 


nefs. 
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nefs. If when God calls us either to the 
doing of this, or leaving that undone, yet 
we are not moved, but continue in our evil 
ways. What's the reafon of it? It’s becaufe 
we harden our hearts againft him. The word 
of God, which is the power of God to falva- 
tior, and a two-edged fword to fever between 
the younts and the marrow. The ftrength of 
the Almighty encounters with our hard hearts, 
and yet they remain like the ftony and rocky 
ground: whereon though the word be plenti- 
fully fown, yet it faftens no root there, and 
though for a feafon uw fprings, yet fuddenly 
it fades and comes to nothing. We may 
have a little motion by the word, yet therc’s 
a rock in our fouls, a ftone in our hearts, 
and though we may fometimes feem to rc- 
ceive it with fome affection, and be made as 
tt were Sermon-fick, yet it holds bur awhile, 
if betters us not: why? becaufe it’s not re- 
ceived as an ingrafted word. Therefore faith 
St. Fames, receve with meekne/s the ingrafied 
word, Jam. t, 21. Let the word be ingraftel 
in thee, one fprig of itis able to make thee 
grow up to everlafting life. Be not content 
with the hearing of it, but pray God it may 
be firmly rooted in your hearts; this will 
caufe afoftening. Zo day 2f ye wll bear bis 
voice, harden not your bearts againft Almighty 
‘God. {f you do, expec him alfo to come 
againf{ you in indignation. Hearken what 
he faith by his Prophet. J wall fearch Ferufa- 
lem wiih candles, and punifh the men that are 


Setled 
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fetled on their lees, that fay in their heart the 
Lord will not do go.d, netther will be do evil, 
Zeph. 1. 12, Mark, Z will fearch Jerufalen, 
and punifh thife that are fetled on ther lees, 
hen a man 1s thus fetled and refolved to ga 
on in his fins, to put. the matter to the 
hazard come what will come, there’s a kind 
of Atheifm in the foul. For what does he 
but in a manner reply, when God tells him 
by his minifter that he is preparing the in- 
ftruments of death againft him, do, you think 
us fuch fools to believe it? What does 
this but provoke God to /wrar that we foall 
never enter into bis reff. What’s the reafon 
of this? It’s becaufe men are not fhifted, 
they have no change, they are fetled on their 
lees. Afoabh hath been at eafe from bis youth, 
be bath been fetled, and bath not bein emptied 
fiom veffel to veffet, neuher bath be gone into 
captivity, Jei. 48. 11. Confider we whether 
our fecurity comes not from the fame caufe: 
we have not been en:pticd from veflel to vcfiel, 
we have always been at reft. Why have 
we fo littl conveifion®? There are two 
things hinder -1t- the hardening of a mans 
heait againit the word, and the fetling of 
our felves on our Ices. When we have no 
change in grace, we are fecure, we nevei fee 
an evil day. And this is that which flays 
the foolifh perfon. Woe to them that are at 
eafe. It were better for thee to be emptied 
from veffel to veffel, to go into captivity. 
For as long as a man continues thus in an 
wnregenerate condition, he can look for deaien S 
ut 
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but troubles; certain judgments muft neceffa- 
rily follow, and as iure as God 1s in hea- 
ven, fo fure may they expect mifery on earth: 
and they fhall receive the eternal weight of 
Gods wrath treafured up againft the day of 
wrath: Therefore there is a neceffity of our 
converfion 1f we will keep off either tempo- 
ral or eternal wrath. Our Saviour makes it 
the cafe of all impenitent finners to be liable 
to wrath: one judgment befell the Galileans, 
another thofe on whom the Tower of Siloe 
fell: But what faith our Saviour, Suppafe 
you that thefe wee greater finners above all the 
men of Ferufalem? [ tell you nay, but except 
you repent you foall all tikewtfe pertfh, Luk. 
13. 3- All, every mochers fon here prefent, 
if you turn not from your finful courtes, 
God will meet with you one time or other, 
if you harden your hearts againf{t him, be 
fure. Whoever hardened bis heart again God 
and profpered? As long as a man 1s in this 
condition, his ftate is woeful. As many as are 
in the ftate of unregeneracv, are under the power 
of Satan, 2 Tim. 2. 25, 26. Mark the Apof- 
tles words, Ji meekne/s inflru thofe that oppofe 
themfelves, tf God peradventure will give then 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth, 
find that they may recover themfelves out of the 
Snare of the Devil, who are taken captive 

him at his will, The ftate then of the hard- 
ened and fetled on their lees, 1s as a bird in 
a cage, taken alive at the will of the fowler. 
So is it here, as long as we continue ob- 
ftinate and hardened, we are taken alive at 
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Satans will, we are at his difpofing. ‘While 
we are at liberty, we are way-laid by his 
nets and traps, and taken we are at his plea- 
fure: As long as we are hardened in heart, we 
are in the Devils cage: true repentance is 
that whereby alone we purchafe our freedom, 
whereby we recover ourfelves; and therefore 
in Rom. 2. 5. Hardnefs of heart and impeni- 
tency fignify the fame thing. After thy hard- 
en.d and impenttent heart thou tieafureft up unto 
thy felf wrath againfi the day of wrath. Mark 
then: what’s a hard heart? It’s an :mpenitent 
heart. Doft thoy harden thy hearc? then 
know that for the prefent thou art a dead 
man. If not-withftanding all Goas threats 
out of his word thou art not a jot moved, 
thou art dead whilft alive, as the woman that 
lived in pleafyure. And if thou continueft fo, 
thou treafureft up wrath againft the day of 
wrath, and the juit revelation of Gods judg-— 
ments. Gods word is the efpecia] means to 
recover thee, A man that 1s in a_  {f{woon, 
they rub him to recover him, becaufe there’s 
life in him, but if dead, ftrong-waters, or 
any thing elfe -cannot reftore him. Examine 
thy felf then, does the working of the word 
rub and gall thee? it’s a fign there is life in 
thee, but if it make no impreffion, if it moves 
thee not, it’s a fign of a dead heart. Con- 
fider then the danger of this condition for 
2 man to refolve on his evil courfes, never 
urpofing to alter matters, It exceedingly 
ae Gods judgments. ts 
UT 
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Bur leaving this, I praceed to the fecond 
point, which is to direét us how to work 
our efcape. Though God threaten: us, yet 
if we have but the grace to look about us, 
and remember ourfelves: If God do but 
caufe us to confider we have to deal with 4 
merciful Father, and make us meet him with 
humiliation, then though our fins were as 
{fcarlet, yet fubmitting our felves to our Judge, 
living as obedient fubyects, the ftorm fhall 
pafs from us: So that this is the 2d. point. 

a. Notwithftanding God threaten us, yet uf be 
gives us but grace to repent, and bethink our 
Jelucs, let our fins be never fo great, we may 
be fare of mercy. 

© that we could fee with what a gracious 
God we have to deal! Canft thou but hum- 
ble thy felf? all chefe things fhall fpeak peace 
unto thee. As an impeniteni Ginner 1s under 
the power of Satan, and liable to ali mifery: 
fo contrarywife whoever returns and feeks the 
Lord, is fare to be under his wings, and free 
from all evil. Thinkft thou that God makes 
ufe of threatnings for thy hurt? No, he 
deals not with us as an angiy Judge, but 
as a compaffionate Father, men will take an 
enemy always at an advantage, when they 
may do him moft hurt. Gods terrors over- 
take us, he threatens us that he will do this 
and this, that we may prevent it. He knows 
that unlefs his terrors awake us, we will reft 
fecure. Before he fmites us he tells us. J£ 
will whet my fword: He hath bent his bow, 
and made it ready: He hath prepared bis m- 
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Siruments of death, Plal. 7. 12. 13. He could 
fhoot thee prefently, and inftantly run thee 
through, but he threatens -thee, that fo he 
may not ftrike thee. See what the Prophet 
imos denounces from the Lord, Cap. 11. 12. 
L have given you cleannefs of teeth, I have 
with holden rain, v. 6. 7. 8. tI have {mitten 
you with blafiing and mildew, v. g. I have fent 
amongft you Pefttlence, v. 10. yet have you not 
returned unto me. Therefore thus will I do unto 
thee O Ifrael, and becaufe I well do thus unto 
thee, prepare to meet thy God O MIfrael, v. 12. 
What judgements have befallen us, have be- 
fallen us tor our own ufe, if fo be we will 
be warned by them. The reafon why God 
faith he will overthrow us, 1s not becaufe he 
means to do it, but that we may prevent 
him by repentance. Look into Fr. 3. 1. and 
fee what wonderful paffages are to this pur- 
pofe: There’s a Law-cafe. If a man put a- 
way his wife, and foe go from him, fhall he 
yeturn unto her again? fhall net that land be 
greatly polluted? but theu bas play’d the harlot 
with many tovers. And in the 20 v. As @ 
wife treacheroufly departeth frem her bufband, 
fo bave you dealt treacheroufly with me, O boufe 
of Jfael, And yet fee Gods unfpeakable 
mercy. Return again unto me. And 23. V. 
Return ye back-flding children, and I will heal 
your back-fiding: tuin to me and I’li not caufe 
mine anger to fall upon you. Only acknowledge 
thine iniquity that thou bhaft tranfgreffed agatnft 
the Lord thy God, v. 13 See God makes us 
the worft and vileft of all, and yet as 1t were 

intreats 
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Intreats us to return. See then the conclufion 
of the fecond point; how, if God give us 
but grace to repent, let our former evils be 
what they will; the danger is paft. , 

Bur I leave this and come to the third, 
for which I chiefly chofe this text. You have 
feen how ddngetous a thing hardnefs of heart 
is, how it brings certain death: and that if 
we have the heart to repent, we are fafe. 
As to make it appear in an inftance. It’s 
not the falling into water, but the lying 
uinder it that drowns a man. Art thou fallen 
into fin? only life up thy head: if thou 
canft be but thus happy, the promife of fal- 
vation belongs to thee. The main thing 
then is this. bey 

3: It beboves us to fet about the work of 
repentance prefently. 

Gop its angry with us, and we know not 
‘whether God will execute his judgements on 
us this day or no, therefore go about it 
prefently. God will remove all our adulteries, 
and put away all our fins, if we will come 
to him within a day. Now what madnets 
is it to neglect it? After a certain time (faith 
the Apoftle) according to that in the Pfal- 
mift, Pfal. 95. God hath limited a certain days 
Thou haft provoked the Holy Ghoft; and now 
he limits thee a day, Heb. 3. 7. Wherefore 
(faith the Holy Ghoft) to day if ye will bear 
bis voice. Now is it fafe think you to pafs 
this day? A hard heart is a provoking heart, 
and as long as it continues hard, it continues 


provoking God, and 7 the Holy Ghoft, 
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Zo day therefore bear bis voice, that is, this 
prefene day. But which is that day? It’s this 
very time, wherein you ftand before God, 
and in which you hear me. , If yotr embrace 
the opportunity, happy are you; if not, you 
fhall give as dear an account as for any thing 
you ever heard in your life. There is no 
dallying with God, take his offer, take 
him at his word in a matter of falvation, 
He calls to thee to day, peradventure he will 
fpeak no more, therefore Heb. 3. 13. we fhall 
find it’s a limited day. Exbort ome another 
to day, whilft tt’s called to day, left any of you 
be hardened through the deceitfulnefs of fin. 
While it t called to day, that is, ftay not 
till to morrow, but embrace the prefent op- 
portunity: This day God holds out the gold- 
en Sceptre, and my hfe for yours if you 
accept ic you will be faved. Ifyou take it 
notto day, your heart will be more hardened 
to morrow, and fo it may be you will never 
touch it; your hearts will be like ftones, and 
you'll be incapable of yielding. God 15° angry 
with us, Pfal. 7, 11. Why? He 1s our adver- 
fary, becaufe we bear arms againft him, and 
will try the maftery with him. We oppofe 
him in an hoftile manner as long as we continue 
finful againft him. What’s the beft counfel 
in this cafe? gree with thins adverfary quick- 
ly while thou art in the way with him, It’s 
wifdom to do that foon, which muft of necef- 
fity be done. If it be not, we perifh for ever. 
Ki/s the fon, left he be angry, and thou perifh 


ight way, Plal, 2. ult. 
Jrom the right way, Kila Buz 
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Bur what needs fuch hafte, I may do it 
hereafter, when I come to my journeys end. 

Trere needs hafle. The day is limited. A 
thoufand to one, 1f God be angry, but we 
perifh from the way. J bave beard thee in an 
accepted time, qnd wn the day of falvation have 
I fuccoured thee, bebold now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of falvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. It’s 
a day of falvation, and would not we be 
glad to know this time? Behold this is the 
accepted time. Seek the Lord while be may be 
found, call on him while he 1s near, This 1s 
the accepted time, this is the day of falvation, 
Efa. 49. Embrace this time, for now he may 
be found; this inftant is the time, the pre- 
fent now. God at this time ftirs the waters, 
if now thou wilt ftep in and clofe with God, 
cafting down thy weapons, then this will be 
the day of thy falvation; this is call’d, as Gods 
day, fo our day: O erufulem, pos alem, tf 
toou hadft known in this thy day the things that 
belong unto thy peace, but now they are hidden 
from thine eyes, Luke 19. 42. Mark, If thou 
hadft known m this thy day: So thar if we 
pafs by this acceptable time, thofe things 
which belong to our peace, will be hidden 
fiom oureyes. Therefore fhould the enemies 
of Ferufalem lay her even with the ground, 
becaufe fhe had neglected this opportunity, 
the day of Gods vifitation. Wilt thou be 
fo hard-hearted as to put from thee Gods 
grace? If thou findeft now that Satan hides 
this from thee, and perfuades thee to do it 
tomorrow, and to take a day of thine own, 
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neglecting Gods day, know and remember 
that he is a liar from the beginning, 

Give me leave to prefs this to you, for 
nothing more brings deftruction, than this 
putting from us the offers of Gods grace; un- 
lefs we return to the Almighty, humbling 
ourfelves, there will be  bitternefg in the 
end, There’s the matter, whether God muft 
Walt on us, or we on him? This ts the day 
of falvation, faith God, and we muft take time 
to think of it, whether it be feafonable or no. 
Alas 

By this means we incur the higheft 
prefumption: and this is no light thing in- 
confiderately to be paffed over. Shall God 
offer you fuch atime, and you be fo pre- 
fumptuous as to think another time more 
feafonable? It’s high prefumption for thee to 
make thy felf wifer than God, to neglect that 
he prefcribes, and that with a promife too, 
as 1f thou hadft God at command. If thou 
refolve to take to morrow, it 1s requifite that 
thou have {pace to repent, and 3 

Grace to do it. Now neither of thefe 
are in thine own hands, if they were, thou 
hadft ground for a farther delay. If thou hadft 
power to fay, I will live fo long, or could 
by thine own might prolong thy life, 1t were 
f »mething, but i’ts otherwife. In refufing Gods 
offer, thou refufeft him that hath thy life in 
his hand. What high prefumption is this? 
See it in Fezabel, Rev. 2. ‘ I gave ber 
Space torepent, but foe repented not. As if God 
fhould have faid, it’s I gave it her, I gaye 
: : ; Rb! 7 ¥ 
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her time time to live, I might have cut her 
off in the midft of her whoredoms. Obferve 
here by the way the reafon why God gives 
us this fpace; it is to repent. What prefump- 
tion muft that be, when we will go quite 
contrary to God? and becaufe we have {pace, 
therefore we will not repent. Why does not 
God fmite thee from heaven, when thou thus 
audacioufly fetteft thyfelf againft him? Why 
does he not ftrke thee with a thunderbolt? 
Sure he gives thee this fpace not to {pend it 
idly, but to another end; not to follow our 
lufts, neglecting Gods call, but that thou mayft 
remeniber thyfelf, and return with all thy 
heart. Remember thofe words of the Pro- 
phet, My times are .n thy bands, Pial. 35- 
He faid not, my times are in mine own hands; 
for he knew it was grand prefumption. Why 
then fhould any challenge that to himfelf, that 
Bevo to God, as if he were the lord of his 
own life, fuppofing Gods call unfeafonable, 
and that he may think onit better hereafter? 
a young man may die foon; an old man can- 
not live long. Many ftrong and lufty men 
are brought to the grave as well as the weak 
and feeble. And why fhould we fuffer Satan 
to abufe us thus? Thy fpace then is preferved 
in Gods hand, and therefore thou mayft not 
be Lord and Matter of it. But admit 
God grant thee fpace, yet thou mayf not 
have the grace to repent. What was $eza- 
bels cafe? Rev. 3. Though God gave her fpace, 
yet fhe repented not. What canft thou tell what 
may then become of thee? perchance thou mayft 
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live long, yet mayft thou never find as much 
as thy thoughts on repentance, much lefs the 
grace to repent: thou mayft net have a de- 
fire that way, much lefs perform it. Re- 
pentance is not a thing at our own command, 
fit meeknefs (faith the Apoftle) inftrucét them 
that oppcfe themfelves, if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknewledgement of 
the truth, 2 Tim. 2. 25. If God will give tt 
them, It’s a thing then it fhould feem in 
Gods hand, it's his proper gift. Mark, the 
Apoftle would have Gods Munifters to be 
humble and meek; but how- many are of 
other {pirits? Jf anothers opinion be con- 
trary to theirs, they are in a heat prefently, 
as 1f a man were matter of himfelf and of 
his own heart, to believe what he would. No, 
no, repentance 1s 4 grace out of our reach, 
it’s notin amans gwn power. Be meek there- 
fore in inftructing. What needs paffion? that 
helps not the matter. The opening of the 
eyes of the blind 1s in Gods hands; thank 
him for what thou feeft, and know that ’tis 
his gift, 4s 5. 31. The Apottle {peaking 
of our Saviour -Chrift, faith, Aim bath God 
exalied with bis right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Ifraet 
and forgivenefs of fins. The grace of repen- 
tance then 1s no herb growing in our own 
garden, it’s a gift of Gods beftowing. And 
to this purpofe is 4s 11. 18. When they 
beard thefe things, they held their peace, and 
glorified God, faying, then bath Ged alfo to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unte life, As God 
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grants life, fo repentance unto tife. J dave 
heard Epbrawm bemoaning bimfelf thus, faith 
the Lord, Thou halt chaftsfed me, and 1 am 
chaftifed as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke, 
turn thou me, and I fhall be turned, Jer. 13+ 
18. Ard to the fame purpofe, Lam. 5. 2I- 
Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we fhall 
be turned. As 1€ Zion fhould have faid, we 
are no more able to tuin our felves then a@ 
dead man. After that (faith Ephraim) I was 
turned, I repented, and after I was infiructed, 
I fmote upon my thigh: I was afbamed, yea 
even confounded. See then what an high pre 
fumption it is for a man to prefume he hath 
this grace of God at command: but as 1t Is 
high prefumption, fo ) 

It’s the higheft contempt and defpifing 
of the grace of God, Rom. 2. 4. Defpsfeft 
thou the riches of bis goodnefs, and forbearance, 
and long-fuffermng? Thus is 1t here. God gives 
thee fpace> thou halt it, but employeft it not 
in what God gave it thee for. Thou defer- 
re{t the main bufinefs, and the Apoftle accounts 
it no better then defpifing the offers of Gods 
grace and goodnefs. Doft thou think God 
will take this at thy hands? wilt thou defprife 
him; and think he will not defpife thee? with 
the forward he will foew himfelf forward. God 
will come on a fudden, if thou makeft not 
ufe of thine opportunity, and take all away 
from thee. The threatening is plainiy laid 
down, Rev. 3. 3. Sf thou foalt not watch, I 
weil come on thee as a thief, and thou foakt 
not know what hour, I witl come onthee. ¥t’s 
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fpokeh to us all, and therefore concerns us 
all: Whoever hath an ear ta bear let bim 
bear. They are Gods words I have fpoken 
to you this day; and you fhall be accoun- 
table for them: let not the Devil fteal this 
from you, hold it faft, this is your day: Jf 
thou fhalt not watch, I will come on thee fud- 
denly as a thief. It’s the heavieft judgemenc 
can come on unconverted perfons, irregene- 
rate fouls, not to awake till Goud comes on 
them, never to beftir themfelves till hell rouze 
them up. Thus will it be with us, unlefs we 
awake by repentance, God will come ftealing 
on us as athief by fudden death, and fpeedily 

cut us off. 3 
To pray againft fudden death, dnd not to 
fit thyfelf for 1t, is to add contempt to thy 
prefumption and rebellion. The wife man tells 
us; That man knoweth not bis time, as the 
fifoes that are taken in an evil net, and as the 
birds that are caught tn the fnare, fo are ihe 
fons of men fnared in an evil time; when 1s 
falleth fuddenly upon them, Ecclef 9. 12. Mark, 
when it falls, it falls fuddenly, at unawares, 
here’s thy wifdom then to provide that thou 
mayft not be taken fuddenly. Jf the good man 
of the houfe knew at what time the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and not have 
fuffered bts houfe to have been broken up. And 
therefore Chrift counfels us to wateh, fince we 
know not the day, nor hour when the Son of maz 
cometh. Ulere’s the difference then between 
wifdom and folly. Hereby may we know 
whether we are wife men or fools, if we oe 
ee 
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feé this day, and provide for it, it’s an ar- 
gument of wifdom, if we watch fo as that 
wheri: it falls; 1t may not fall on a fudden 
on us. But if we are negligent of this day, 
and fuffer our hearts to be dead as Nabals, 
itke a ftone, t Sam. 25. ‘Thou mayft be a 
Nubal too; nd mote moved then a pillar in 
the Chuich; as I have found by experience. 
Bur you may reply, I fuppofe God will 
hot take me at ah advantage; I truft I fhall 
have life and fpace, and not Nadal’s conditi- 
on; I hope f fhall have my wits about me 
to be able to cry; Lord have mercy vpon me. 
Bur fuppofe God give thee a tender heart, 
and thou art fenfible of thy danger, that fo 
thou cal} and cry earneftly to God for mercy, 
yet this is a muferable condition. Thou fhalt 
find it will not be enough to cry Lord be 
merciful to me. If thou megleéteft him here, 
he will cry quittance with thee on thy death 
bed: Nor do I fpeak this of my felf, no. 
Look what wifdom faith, Becaufe I have called 
and ye refufed, I have ftretched out mine bands 
and no man regarded, but fet at nought all my 
council, and would none of my reproof, I alfo 
will laugh dt your calamity, £ will mock wheit 
your fear cometh, Pro. t. 24, 25, 26. As if 
he had faid, you refufed me on my day I 
call’d and cry’d unto you, and you fet at 
nought my words, and rejected my counfel, 
and were wifer than I, therefore will I laugh 
at your deftrugtion: when you are in mifery I 
will mock and deride, inftead of fuccouring. 
A terrible thing will it be, when inftead of 
Db 
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hearing our cries, to anfwet them, he fhall 
deride us, and laugh at our folly and mad- 
nefgs: And in the 28, verfe, Zhen fhall they 
call upon me, but I will not anfwer, they foall 
feck me early, but they foall not‘ find me. See 
what folly then it is to let flip this time. 
This is the acceptable day; E/aw 55. Seek 
the Lord while be may be found, calk on him 
while be ts near. When a man refufes Gods 
day, God will not hear his prayer, all his 
fighs and fobs, his groans and cries, fhall 
not prevail, H/az 66. f wl choofe thew delu- 
fions, and will bring their fears npon them; becaufe 
qhen I called, none did anfwer; when I fpake, they 
did not hear. When men will needs be choofers 
of what God would not have, God will have hrs 
choice too, and it fhall be that which will be dif- 
pleafing to them. J will choofe their delufions, 
and will bring ther fears upon them. 
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AGAIN HE LIMITETH A CERTAIN DAY, SAYING IN 
DAVID, TO DAY AFTER SO LONG A TIME, AS 1T 1s 


SAID, TO DAY JF YOU WILL HEAR HIS VOICE, 
HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS. 


"THe jait day I entered upon the open- 
ing of the place, and fhewed 

How the Lord had propofed a _ Jimited 
time for our cqnverfion unto him, in which 
we fhould hear and obey hjs voice. 

We fhewed farther how it was Satan’s 
policy to make men feem wifer than God, that 
when God propofes a certain time, and h- 
mits us a day wherein he will be found, 
we will not have his, but our own. True, 
fay we, God calls on us, and it’s fit and 
cgnvenient tq hearken unto him; but yet 
Vil ftay for a more feafonable opportunity. 
There is nothing provokes God fo much 
againft us, as when we will thus fcorn that 
acceptable time, he hath propofed: Nor can 


there 
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there be a greater hinderance to repentance, 
then to flop our ears at his counfels, and 
to fuffer hith to-call and cry unto us fo long, 
and yet to abufe his patience by a foolifh 
neglect. It accufes us of rebellion and high 
prefumption, on fuch infirm grounds to put 
from us the day of falvation. Folly it 1s 
in the higheft degree to trufi on the future, 
when as in our own hands we have neither 
{pace nor grace for fuch a bufinefs. God 1s 
the Lord and owner of them both, and will 
not pait with his prerogative. Go to, you 
that fay to day or tomcrrow we will return 
unto the Lord. ‘You add to prefumption both 
folly and rebellion. ezabel had fpace ta 
repent, yet fhe repented not, for fhe had 
not the grace, that without this will not 

benefit. J 
SpziInG then thefe are not in your power, 
harden not your hearts as in the provocations 
Nor offer defpight unto the Holy Ghoft, dy 
whom you ate fealed to the day of redemption, 
If we embrace not God’s day, we cefpile the 
ricies of his goodnefs, long fuffering and 
patience. Kem. 2. Defpifeft thou the riches 
of Geds grace, not knowmg that the tong fuffer- 
ing of God leadeth to repentance? ‘Vhere can 
be no higher piefumption then this, to bid 
defiance to the foirit of God: nor ‘can there 
be greater contempt of mercy, than to fet 
light of the time of our repentance, and re- 
turning unto Gad, making that the greateft ar- 
gument of our delay, which God ufes ta 
draw us to him. God gives us fpace, that 
we 
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we may repent, and we repent not, becaufe 
he gives us fpace: He gives us life, that 
with fear and trembling we may fet about 
the bufinefs of falvation, and we through 
ftrong delufions put. from us the offers of 
his grace, as 1f they were unfeafonably offer- 
ed. What madnefs is it to fruftrate the 
Almighty of his ends and purpofes? The Lord 
is not flack touching bis promife. It’s a great 
ftop and hindrance to our progrefs in good- 
nefs and the work of repentance, when we 
diftruft God, and take him not at his word. 
He fends abroad his ambaffadors, who pro- 
claim, This is the accepted time, this 1s the day 
of Salvatin, to day if ye will bear his votce, 
barden not your hearts, yet we put this day 
from ws, and fay hereafter is amore accep- 
table time. I have this delipht, this pleafure 
to take firft in the world, 1 ain not fo weaned 
from it as I would be As if God would 
take it well from our hands that we fhould 
then return to him when there 1s no remedy. 
IY will firft ufe all the pleafure the world 
affords me, and then Tbe Lord bave mercy on 
me will ferve the turn. This is the very 
{tifling of the beginnings and proceedings of 
Chriftianity. ‘TLet this be well’ and f{peedily 
weighed, as we value our good and comfort. 

But may fome fay, what needs this hafte, 
ey we not ufe leifure? foft and fair goes 
ar. 

Trove, foft and fair goes far, if a man goes 
fairly in the right way. In this cafe, though thou 
go but foftly, thou mayft come to thy jour- 
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neys end; but the doubt remains fill, there isg 
queftion whether thou art in the way or not. 
Happy are we if we ate, although we can 
but halt and Jimp on in this way; although 
this fhould be no ground for us to content 
ourfelves therewith, We muft not trifle in 
the ways of holinefs. It’s that which concerns 
our life, and muft be ferioufly thonght on, 
and that fpeedily too. Agree wiih thine ad- 
verfary quickly while thoy are in the way with 
him. God 1s thine adverfary, unlefs thou 
agree with him fpeedily, his patience will 
break forth into fury. Ké/s the Son left be be 
angry, and thou perifh from the right way. 
Thou hafe no affurance of thy hfe, thou 
mayft be fnapt off whilft thou thinkeft it time 
enough to repent and return. As long as 
we go outof the way of repentance, we are 
in the way to hell, and the farther a man 
goes in a wrong way, the nearer is he ta 
hell, and the greater difficulty to return back; 
and in this regard, foft and fair may go far; 
but ’tis far out of the good way, and far 
in the way to -perdition and deftruction. Ag 
long as we are out of the right way to hea- 
ven and happinefs, we are in the path that 
leads direétly to the chambers of death. 
Bur let me in this particular unfold the 
heart of a natural man. What’s the reafon, 
that (when God gives men a day, and cries 
out, This is the day of falvation, this is the 
accepted time,) caufes them to put falyation 
from them? to defer and defire a longer time? 
Thus a natural man reafons with” ee 
: . can-~ 
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I cannot fo foon be taken off, from the profits 
and pleafutes of the world; I hope to have a 
time when I fhall with more eafe and grea- 
ter compofednefs of mind bring my felf to 
it: or if it be not with fo much eate, yet 
I truft in a fufficient manner I fhall do it: 
wherefore for the prefent I will enjoy the pro- 
fits and delights of the ftate and condition 
wherein 1 am; I will folace myfelf with the 
pleafures of fin for a feafon, I hope true re- 
pentance will never be too late. 

Tuts 1s well weighed; but confider whether 
thefe thoughts which poife down our hearts, 
be not groundlefs; fee whether they will 
hold at the laft, and whether in making fuch 
excufes, to great prefumption we add not 
the height of folly. To pretend for our de- 
lay the profits and pleafures of fin, and yer 
hope for heaven at the laft, as well as the 
generation of the righteous, it’s but a mere 
fallacy and delufion of Satan, to fill our hearts 
with fuch vanities. Can it be expeéted that 
we fhould have our good in this world, and 
in the world to comé too? This is well if it 
might be. 

Bur let us try the matter, and begin 
with your firft branch. 

You are Ioath to part with your profits 
and pleafures. . 

Bur confider what a grand iniquity this is. 
Can you offer God a greater wrong and in- 
dignity? Do you thus requite the Lord you 
foolifo and unwife? Doft thou think this the 
way to make thy peace with God whom rho 
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haft offended, as long as thou canft, to bé 
a rebel agatnit him? What an high difho- 
nour is it to him, that thou fhouldft give 
him thy feeble and doating old age, and the 
Devil thy lively and vigorous youth, thy 
ftreneth and fpirits? doft thou think he wilk 
drink the dregs*® will he accept thee in the 
next world, when thou thus fcorneft him here? 
Lf you offer the blind for facrifice, 1s it not 
evil? If sou offer the lame and fick, ts tt not 
evil? Offer it now unto thy governor, wilt be 
be pleafed with thee, or accept thy perfon, faith 
the Lord of bofis? Mal. 1. 8. But mark how 
he goes on, v. 14. Curfed be the deeever, 
avhich hath im bis flock a male, and voweth 
and faciificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing. 
Mark, God accounts fuch fervice a corrupt. 
thing. Never look for a bleffing from God 
in heaven, when thou facrificeft to him fuch 
corrupt things. We are to offer and prefent 
ourfelves a living facrifice, holy and acceptable 
unto God, Rom. 12. 1. Now judge whether 
they offer God the ving, who fay, when my 
doating days come, my lame days, that I 
cannot go, my blind days, that I cannot fee, 
Pll offer myfelf a facrifice to God, will this 
be acceptable to him: Js not this evil, faith 
the Lord, to offer me fuch a corrupt thing? 
Nay more, he’s accurfed that offers fuch am 
offering, fuch a polluted facrifice. God will 
not away with it, when we ferve ourfelvés firit 
with the beft’and choiceft? Do you thus re- 
quite the Lord? do you think he will accepe 
it at your hands? Go offer fuch a gift eo 
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thy Ruler; to thy Prince, will he accept it, 
or be pleafed with it? No, a Landlord will 
have the beft and the choifeft; and it muft 
needs provoke God, when we give him the refufe. 
I am King of King’s, faith the Lord, my name 
zs dreadful, and 1 will look to be ferved 
after another manner. Let no man then thus de- 
lude himfelf with vain hopes, but let him 
confider how difhonourable a thing it will 
be to God. | 

Anp how unprofitable to thee; whoever 
thou art. 

Ir’s the ready way to thy deftruction. Hea- 
ven, and happinefs, and eternal life, are 
Jaid up for thofe that embrace the acceptable 
time, death, horror, and eternal mifery for 
thofe that fefufe it; and wilt thou hazzard 
foul and body on this? Mo/es, on this ground, 
did rather choofe to fuffer affitéizon in this world 
with the people of God, than to eiyoy the plea- 
fures of fin for a feafon, When thefe things 
are palt, what profit will you have ef thofe 
things whereof then you will be afbamed? When 
a man comes to fee truely and thoroughly 
einto himfelf, he will find no profit of fuch 
things as thefe: death will certainly follow us, 
both temporal and eternal, if we repent not 
the more fpeedily, that’s all the profit we 
fhall find. 

But fuppefe thou prevent everlafling death 
by repentance, yet what profit 1s there of thofe 
things whereof we are now for the prefent afbam- 
ed? The beft can come is foame. Tov art 
Foath to part with Ze pleafures of fin for a 
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feafon, and hereafter thou thinkeft thou canft 
amend al]. Butconfider the particulars, and 
then fhall you fee how you are befool’d in 
your hearts and fouls. Believe it fer an un- 
doubted truth, there’s nothiig in the werld 
by which Satan more deludes a man, than 
by thus perfwading him to negleé& his day, 
and repent well enough hereafters That you 
may expel this fuggeftion out of your foul, 
pray unto God that he would go along with 
his word, and caufe you to lay this to hears, 
that by his Spirit your underftanding may 
be enlightened to fee the truth. Though I 
make this as clear as the Sun, that it 1s 2 
falfe fuppofition and meer folly on which we 
build, in deferring our return te God, yet 
God from heaven muft teach you, or you 
will be never the wifer. Know therefore that 
this very day God reaches out the golden 
Scepter to thee, aud what folly were it to 
neglect it, fince thou knoweft not whether 
he will ever offer it thee again: and affure 
thyfelf that he is a lyar that tells thee thou 
mayft as well repent hereafter as now: and 
this will appear whether we confider, the or- 
der of outward things in the world, or the na- 
fure of fin. 

For external things, every age after a man 
comes into the world (if he embrace not the 
prefent opportunity for repentance) is worle 
than an other, and are each of them as fo many 
clogs which come one after another to hin- 
der it. As for thy childish age, that’s meer 
vanity, and thy rmper age will bring many 
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jmpediments and hinderances that youth never 
thought of. Thou art then troubled about 
many things, and perplexed how to provide 
for maintenance, im the midft whereof know 
that thou has not a body of brafs, but a 
corruptible and fading body: and yet fuch 
is the folly of the heart of man, that the 
lefs ground he hath to go, the fewer days 
to fpend, the more he often provides, and 
is the moie covetous. Confider that the 
wifeft of men gave thee this counfel, Remember 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, before the 
evil days cone, wherein thou foalt fay thou haft 
no 6pleafure in them. Were we find it’s a 
youthful thing, and fhould be a young mans 
practice: not according to the devilifh faying, 
A young Saint, and an old Devil: but Remen- 
ber thy Creator in the days of thy youth. ‘Vhe 
more fin thou commiutteft, the more unapt 
thou art. to repent, The older thou groweit, 
the more loath to go out of Sodom. Belides, 
Confider what fin 1s in it’s nature. It 1s 
a weight, Heb. 12, 1. Let us lay afide every 
weight, and the fin which doth fo eafily befet 
us. Sin is then @ wegbt, and fo an heavy 
thing; add fin to fin, a weight+to a weight, 
and it becomes heavier and heavier. A man 
that is in the ftate of impenitency, hath this 
weight laid on him, and is fubjeét to the 
Devil, in a ftate of rebellion againft God. 
A man now in this eftate is weigh’d down, 
what will he be fix, feven, or ten yeais hence, 
going on in his impenitency? How will he 
then fhgke that off, which now he cannot free 
himfelf 
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himfeif off He muft hereafter buckle againft 
it with a great deal of difadvantage, and 
wreftle with more difficulty. One fays well, 
that if we confider of fin aright, it’s like 
the rifing of water, over which a man being 
to pafs, and finding it higher then it was 
wont to be, he ftays awhile, and then tries 
again, and finds it higher than before: he 
ftays yet longer, till it becornes unpaffable, 
fo that he may not_adventure without great 
difadvantage. Thus it 1s with fin: now per- 
adventure the waters of iniquity are paffable, 
if thou wilt, thou mayft go over, but if 
thou delayeftt the adventure, the ftreams of 
fin will run together into one channel, and 
be more difficultly pafied. 

TAKE another metaphor from the Sciipture: 
the Scripture compares fin to cords, which 
are inftruments of binding, and therefore the 
myftery of the Gofpel is expieffed by dind- 
ane and loofing, Whofe foever fins you foall bind on 
earth, they ave bound in beaven, but whofe fins 
ye remit, they are remitted, Every fin thou 
commutteft is a bond, and binds thee hand 
and foot againft the judgement of the great 
day. Therefore it’s faid, Gs own in1qutty 
feall take the wicked, and be foall be bound 
and holden with the cords of his fins. Now 
confider what folly 1t is, when a man fhail 
fay, though my fins are fo many cords diffi- 
cult to be broken, yet Pll not trouble my- 
felf about it in my younger days, but Dll 
ftay till my old age, and then I hope [| 
Shall be the better able to break thefe Pigihet 
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and caft all thefe cords from me; whereas 
every iniquity I commit is a new cord, which 
binds me fafter and fafter. Is not: this mad- 
nefs it felf to think fo, that in our younger 
ears being fcarce able to break one of them, 
in our doiage we fhall be able to break ten 
thoufand together? And certainly this is the 
difpofition and nature of fin. 

But add hereto the argument in the Text: 
Io day if ye wtl hear bis voice, harden not 
your bearts, but repent while it is called to 
day. Shewing that 1f we pafs this day, we 
fhall be harder and harder. Wherefore, faith 
the Apoftle, Exbort every one another daztly 
while zt 1s called to day, left any of you be 
hardned through the decettfulnefs of fin, Web. 
Zan toga gudisrit hes had staid, if, thy. hearts be 
hard to day, it will be harder to morrow. 
Cuftom in fin hardens the heart, and takes 
away the fenfe of it. Wherefore, faith the 
Apofile, I fpeak after the manner of men, 
becaufe of the infirmity of your flea. For as 
ye have yielded your members fervants to unclean- 
nefs and to intgutty unto iniquity, even fo now 
yield your members fervants to righteoufne/s, un- 
to bolme/s, Rom. 6, 19. So that we feeif a 
man once gives himfelf up unto fin, he -will 
not be fatisfied therewith, but will give him- 
felf up 70 iniquity unto imigutty, What’s the 
meaning of that? It’s as if he had faid, if 
we give ourfelves up to iniquity, we will 
not reft there, but we'll add iniquity unto 
iniquity, fin unto fin: we will be brought 
to fuch a cuftom in evil, as that it will be 
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eafier for a black-a-moor to change pis fin, 
and a leopard bis fpots, than for thofe that 
have been accuftomed to do evil, to learn to da, 
well, Jer. 13. It will be to as much purpofe 
to wafh an Ztbiopjan, as ta go to put off 
that 111 cuftom, and fhake off that fecond na- 
ture. Sin is a hammer, and fin is a nail 
too. Every frefh fin ftrikes the former fin 
home to the head, that whereas before it 
might eafily have been drawn out, it roots 
in it fo faft, as that it can very hardly be 
plucked out. Mark how the Apoftle defcribes 
this curfed nature of fin: Having eyes full of 
Aadultery, and that cannot ¢eafe from fin, be- 
guiling unftable fouls, a heart they have exer- 
cifed with covetous praétifes, 2 Pet. 2, 14. 
What makes a man prompt in any thing 
but exercife? When a man its exercifed in 
fin, fee the event of it: it brings him to 
that habit, as that at length he cannot ceafe 
from fin. Ifa man deal with a young twig, 
it will bend and break at his pleafure; but 
when it comes to full growth, it’s paft his 
ftrength. So fares it with fin: if thou dealeft 
with it whilft thou art young, and it in thee, 
before it hath taken root, thou mayft eafily 
wield it, at leaft with more facility then 
otherwife thou couldft; but if thou let it 
run on to confirmed habits, it becomes 
immoveable. Wherefore, faith the Apoftle, 
Heb. 12, 1. Let us lay afide the fin which doth fo 
eafily befetus. The reafon is eyident, becaufe 
elfe we fhall be fo hardened, as that we fhall 
not be able. 

A man 
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A manthat hath a green wound, if he'll 
feek for his curé betimes, it may be quickly 
and eafily remedied; but through delay 1t 
begins to fefter, and muft be lanced to the 
quick, not without great pain and anguiih 
to the Patient. Sin is fuch a wound; if it 
be let alone, it corrupts; and proud flefh 
the more grows up, the longer the cure Is 
delayed. Thts thérefore fhould be a chief 
thing we fhould take heed of, how we put 
from us God’s time, and the offers of mercy 
till another day. 

Bur there are another fort as greatly be- 
fool’d as thefe, yea more, if more may be: 
and thofe are they that put it off till the 
hour of their death, tll the laft gafp, as if 
they defired to give God as little of their 
fervice as poffibly they might, who think if 
they can but cry I have finned, and Lord 
have mercy upon me, when their breath departs 
their bodies, they fhew a good difpofition, 
and perform fuch acceptable fervice, as that 
God cannot chufe but grant them a pardon: 
But think not all will be well if thou fhalt 
fhake hands with God at thy journeys end, 
when thou haft not walked with him all the 
Way. 

Bur did not the thief repent at the laft 
on the Crofs, and why may not | on my 
death bed. . 

Tuis 1s no good warrant for thy delay, 
for Chrift might work this miraculoufly for 
the glory of his Paffion. Truft not therefore 
Qn this, nor content thyfelf with good inten- 
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tions, but fet about the bufinefs in good 
earneft and prefently. Our death beds will 
bring fo many difanvantages, as will make 
that time very unfeafonable: whether we 
refpect 
Extrernat hindrances, fuch as are pangs 
and pains in thy body, which muft be un- 
dergone: and thou fhalt find it will be as 
much as thou well canftdo to fupport thy- 
felf undet them. Every notfe will then offend 
thee; yea thou will not be able to endure 
the fpeech of thy beft friends. When Mo/es 
came to the children of J/rael, and told them 
God hath fent him to deliver them, what 
acceptance’ found this comfortable meflage? 
The Text faith, Exod. 9, 6. They hearknd 
not, through anguifh of their fpirits. See here 
the effects of anguifh and grief: Adofes fpake 
comfortably, but reafon of their pains they 
hearkned not unto him; they were indifpofed 
to give attendance. So fhall it be with us 
on our death beds, through the anguifh of 
our fpirits we fhall be unfit to meddle with 
ought elfe, efpecially when the pains of death 
are upon us, the dread whereof is terrible: 
how will it make us tremble, when death 
fhall come with that errand, to cut off our 
fouls from our bodies, and put them into 
poffeffion of hell? Now thou art in thy 
beft ftrength, confider what a terror it will 
be, what a fad meffage it will bring, when 
it comes not to cut off an arm or leg, but 
foul from body. Now then make thy peace 
with God: but that thefe men are ie 
they 
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they would through fear of death be ail their 
life-time in bondage. It’s the Apoftles expref- 
fion, Heb: 2, 15. ‘Fhe confideration hereof 
fhould never let us be at reft till we have 
made our peace with God; it fhould make 
us break off our récreations and fports. ‘The 
confideration of what will become of usj 
fhould put us in amazement. Nor are thefe 
all our troubles; befides thefe; outward trou- 
bles, when a man is to difpofe of his wife 
and childrens houfe and lands, fo that he 
muft needs be very unfit at this time for 
the work of repentance. Thefe things will 
caft fo great a damp on his heart, as that 
he fhall be even cold in his feeking after 
peace with God. | 
Bur fuppofe thefe outward hindfances are 
removed, that neither pain of body, nor fear 
of death feizeé on thee, neither care of wife 
not children, houfes nor lands diftract thee, 
but that thou mighteft then fet about it with 
all thy might, though thou wert in the moft 
penitent condition that might be to mans 
feeming, yet where’s the change or new nature 
that fhould follow thy contrition, unlefs we fee 
this in truth, we can have but little comfort. 
Shall I feé a finner runon in his ill cour- 
fes till the day of his death, and then fet 
on this work, I could not conclude there- 
fore the fafety of his foul, becaufe it’s the 
change of the affections, not of the actions, 
that God looks after; for the fear of death 
may extort this repentance, where the na- 
gure is not spangsd Take an example ofa 
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covetous man, which doats on his wealth 
more than any thing elfe in the world; fup- 
pofe him in a fp wieh all his riches about 
him, a tempeft comes and puts him in damger 
of loofing ‘all, both life and goods, in this 
{trait he fticks not to caft out alt his wealth, 
fo he may preferve his life; and fhall we 
therefore fay he his not covetous! No, we 
will accovnt him neverthelefs covetous for 
all this, nor that he loved his goods thé’ iefs, 
buc his life the more. It’s fo in this cafe 
when an impenitent perfon is brought upon 
his death bed; he’s apt to ct'y out in the bitter- 
nefs of his foul, If God will but grant me 
life, and fpare me now, Fli never be a drunk- 
ard, {wearer, or covetous perfon more. Whence 
comes this? Not from any change of his 
nature, and loathing of what he formerly loved, 
but becaufe he cannet keep thefe and life 
together: fear alters his difpofition, the terrors 
of the Almighty lying upon him. I have 
myfelf feen many at fuch a time as_ this, 
that have been fo exceeding full of forrow 
and penitent expreffions, that the ftanders by 
have even wifhed their fouls to have been 
in the other fouls cafes, and yet when God 
hath: reftored them, they have fallen into their 
former courfes again; and why is this? but 
becaufe when repentance comes thts way, It 
alters only the outward aétions for the prefent, 
not the finfut difpofitions, things that are 
extracted from a man, alter the outward ap- 
pearance not the nature. ‘Therefore faith the 
Lord, I'l? go and return to my place till they 
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acknowledge thejr offence, and feek my face: In 
their afflictioy they wll, feck me early, Hof. 5, 
Jaft. Mark, when God’s hand 1s on them, 
they will feek him: and as in the 6 Chap. 
1. y. fay one to another, Come Jet us returz 
unto the Lord, for be hath torn and he will 
begl us, be bath {mitten and he will bind us 
up: How penitent were they when God’s hand 
was on them; but let ir once be removed, 
and hear how God prefently complains of 
them: O Epbraim, what fhall [ do unto thee? 
QO Yudab, what foall I do unto thee? for your 
goodne/s is as a morning cloud, and as the early 
dew it goeth away. Mark, thy goodnefs ts as 
@ morning cloud, fuch a goodnefs as 1s ex- 
torted, that 1s as temporary as earthly dew! 
Another confiderable place we have in the 
Pfal. 78, 34. When he flew them, then they 
fought bim, and they returned and enquired ear~ 
ly after God. Was not this a great conver- 
fion? When they were tin this difmal con- 
dition, they were not troubled with cares, 
for Wife or Children, Houfes or Lands, 
how can we think but that thefe men died 
in peace, that were in fo good a humour; 
yet fee what follows, verfe 36. Neverthele/s 
they did flatter bim with thew mouths, and 
lied unto him with their tongues. 

Besipes, confider the unworthinefs of it; 
(ll forfake fin, when fin forfakes me: We 
leave it, when we can keep it na longer: 
Thank you for nothing, may God fay, if 
you could you would fin Jpnger, this is tha¢ 
folly which deferring our repentance brings 
us ta. Bur 
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Bur to draw to a conclufion: God hath 
fet us a certain day, and if we pafs thé'time 
woe be to us. For though he is full’. 
mercy and patience, yet patience hurt often- 
times, arms, and provokes the Almighty to 
fury. God will not always firive with man, 
but bis days foall be an’ hundred and twenty 
years, if he convert'‘in that fpace, and: returi, 
well, if not, he fhall be fwept away. And 
to this purpofe is that parable, Luke 13, 6. 
“4 certain mau had a fig-tree planted in hts 
vineyard, and he came and fought fruit thereon 
and found none, Then fatd he unto the dreffer 
of bis vineyard, behold thefe years I came feek- 
ing fruit on this fig-tree, and find none: Cut 
zt down, why cumbreth it the ground? There 
is an appointed time then fore-ordained by 
God, wherein he offers us grace. Let it alone, 
faith the dreffer, one year more: it may be 
feven years, or ten, 1t may be but two hours 
for ought thou knoweft, that God may offer 
thee longer this fpace. “No man knows the 
time, and its contjnyance, but he that hath 
appointed it tothis purpofe: which js a point 
I thought not-to fpeak of but now I will. 

You hear much talk of God’s eterna), and 
everlafting election, and we are too apt to 
reft on this, that if we are elected to falva- 
tion we fhall be faved, and if not, we fhal} 
be damned, troubling ourfelves with Gods 
work of Preedeftination, whereas this, works no 
change in the party elected, untill ‘it come 
unto him in his own perfon. What is God 
election tome? It’s nothing to my Cpe 
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uniefs I, myfelf am effettually called. We 
are to ,look “Art to" obr “effeetual ‘calling. 
Bit what is my .éffectual cadiling? Its’ that, 
when’ God’ touches “my heart,” and tranflates 
mé “frorn the death of fin, to the life of 
gracé. Now there are certain times which 
God appoints for this effeétual calling, where- 
in he ufés the means to work on us, and of 
which he «an fay, what “could Ido’ more 
than I haye. done? And maytt thou nor fear 
an actual rejectian fince thou haft liyed thus 
long under the means of grace; That God 
hath waited thefe nor only three, but many 
years, the dew of’heaven ‘continualy falling on 
thee, and that yet thou fhouldft remain unfruit- 
full. Doft thou not fear, I fay, that difmal 
fentence, cut it down, why cumpbreth it the 
groynd ; Gods grace is not to he dallied with, 
‘as Children do with their meats, 1f we do 
thus flight him, he may juftly deprive us of 
all. See a terrible place to this purpofe, 
Heb. 6, 7, 8. The earth which drinketh in the 
vain that cometh oft upou it, and bringeth forth 
Flerbs meet for them by whom it 1s dreffed, re- 
cerveth bleffing from God, but that which beareth 
thorns and ‘briars is rejected, and ts nigh unto 
curfing, whofe end ts to be burned. Gonfider 
thefe places, God calls us where the droppings 
of his grace are, confider then, do we bring 
forth that fruit which is meet for the dreffer, 
anfwerable tq thofe continual diftijlings and 
droppings on us? If our confciences witnefs 
for us, happy are we, but when there have 
been thefe fhowers of grace aut of Gods 
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word flowing down ypon us, and yet we have 
received fo much grace in vain; O what 
gan we then expect, but a curfe in this life, 
and eternal death in the world to come? what 
can we look for, but the fig-tree’s curfe which 
was barren? The tree was not cut down but 
withered: We are near the fame curfe, if 
we anfwer not God’s grace. When we have 
had fo long a time, the Miniftry of the 
Word, and yet fuffer it tg be loft through 
qur barrennefs, our condition is fad apd woful; 
we can look for nothing but withering. But 
beloved, I muft hope better things of you, 
and fuck as accempany falvation: Uabour there- 
fore to prevent, and arm yourfelves againft this 
fuggeftion and falacy of Satan, and refolve 
to hear God ip his acceptable time, now ta 
fet to the work, which if we do, all will be 
well. God will be gracious to us. If other- 
wife, we are undone for eyer. Till you have” 
Jearned this leffon, ygu can go nq further. 
Wherefore Jet not Satan poffefs 7 hay with thac 
madnefs, to caufe you to pafs and let flip 
this golden opportunity, through a falfe con-~ 
ceit, that you may may have a more feafon- 
abje day of your own for repentance hereafter, 
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¥oR If A MAN THINK HIMSELF TO BE SOMETHING 
WHEN HE 1S NOTHING, HE DECEIVETH HIMSELF. BU 
ET EVERY MAN PROVE HIS OWN WORK, AND THEN 


: 2 3 
HALL HE HAVE REJOYCING IN HIMSELF ALONE, AND 
NOT IN ANOTHER. ; 


ee, eee 


Elavinc entered on the Doétrine of the 
converfion of a finner, in that Text, Hed. 4, 
7, upon which depends our everlafting falvation. 
k laboured to perfuade you of the neceffity 
of taking the accepted time; of embracing 
the offers of Gods grace, and doing it {peedily. 

I sHEwED you that there is a-certain time 
in which God will be found, and that this 
time, is the prefent time. 

I pecLAR’D unto you the great danger that 
would follow, if we took not God at his 
word, but refufed his day for a day of our 
own, as if we were wifer than he; If when 
God calls, and holds out the golden fcepter, 
we refufe to draw near and touch it: Alfo 
what danger there is of beimg deluded by 
Satan, and our own hearts, I sHEWED 
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f sHEweED you farther, that the work wag¢ 
half done if this were: done, if we could but 
learn this leffon. 

Awnp now all that I fhall fpeak will be to 
little purpofe, if this be not firft wroughe. 
If it be already wrought in us bleffed are we. 
Our condition were thrice happy, would God 
now ftrike in, and caufe us to return to 
himfelf. It’s not good to dally with God, 
the time will come when it will be too late, 
when we fhall wifh that we had done other- 
wife, and taken the accepied time. 

Now I will go on toa farther point, which 
ig this, When Satan cannot prevail with a 
finner, to fay to his foul, or to thmk with 
himfelf, I will do it hereafter, or I will at 
the day of death, when he cannot prevail with 
him to defer it and leave it quite undone 
for the prefent: then he will give way to 
his doing a little ro it, but it fhall be fo 
fuperfictal, and on fuch falfe grounds, that 
he had as good leave it undone; For fatam 
makes him: thus conclude with himfelf, well, 
fince I fee it is a2 duty fo neceffary, 1 will 
not defer, I will not put it off to an hour, 
but yet I fee no fuch matter required in 
converfion. But now in the point of con- 
verfion, there are two things to be thought 
on. 

First what eflate the finner is in for the 
prefent, and when he hath made fearch, and. 
found it to be amuifs, the next thing is, he 
muft turn unto God, and refolve to amend. 

Now we muft not think that our Saviour 
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came to heal thofe which are whole already; 
he is a God of wifdom, and the Phyfician 
of the foul; he comes to find that which is 
loft: So that we muft be loft in our own 
apprehenfions, if we will be found as David 
was. He firft faith, [ have gone aftray like 
a foeep that is loft, then feek thy fervant. If 
now we are once loft, we are left forever if 
he feek us not; therefore we fhould firft 
confider with ourfelves what eftate we are 
in now, how the cafe ftands with us at pre- 
fent, that if God fhould come and_ ftrike 
thee with th, if thou wert now to come 
to Judgement, what couldf thou then anfwer 
him? Therefore fince it is uncertain how 
foon God may deal thus with thee, it is wifdom 
to be always ready. Lam. 3, 40. Let us, 
Jcaich and try our ways, and turn again unto 
the Lord. Let us firlt try, how the matter 
{tands with us at the prefent, let us examine 
ourfelves and our ways, and fee if all be 
well, and then may we goon with comfort 
in thé way wherein we are. 5 

Bur when we have fearched, and find 
things not to go as well as they ought, or 
that we are not in a right way, then after 
our fearching we mutt i 

Turn unto the Lord: Thus the Prophet 
did, Pfal, 119, §7. JI thought upon my ways, 
and turned my feet unto thy teffimones. Firkt 
he thought on his ways, he confideréd whither 
he was going, whether to Heaven or to Hell; 
then fwhen he had thus thought, he made 
hafte and turned we feet unto Gods teftimonies, 
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Here are both put together: firft he made 
hafte and thought on his ways, and then he 
turned. 

I roox this Text to fhew that one of 
thefe is as dangerous as the other, and how 
men are apt to deceive themfelves in their 
fearch and examination. ’Tis as dangerous 
not to prove our ways, as to put off and 
defer our turning to God. This 1s a danger- 
ous difeafe, that when men come to examine 
and try their fpiritual eftates, they have falfe 
weights and unequal balances to prove them- 
felves by: they are very ,willing to fave them- 
felves the labour, though they be deceived. 
A. man 1s loath to be cozened by another, 
but here is his folly, that he is willing to 
dleceive and betray himfelf. Such fools the 
Devil makes many men, becaufe they take 
not right glaffes to look on themfelves in, 
and fo they deceivethemfelves. For zf aman 
think himfelf to be Jomething when he is nothing, 
he deceiveto bimfelf , but let every man prove, Se. 

In the words here are. | 

THe Difeafe. If a man think himfelf to be 
Something when be ts nothing, &c. this 1s a com- 
mon and dangeious difeafe, and a difeafe 
which is both common and dangerous 1s the 
more to be feared, and the more careful muit 
the Phyfician be. This is the moft common 
difeafe, for there 1s not -a man but finds a 
fmatch of it in his” own heart. And it 18 
the more dangerous, for who is in more danger 
than he that is blind and chufes fo to be? 
Now what his difeafe is, and the danger of 

its 
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it, the Apoftle tells us: He thinks him/elf to 
be fomething, and ts nothing. Tais is the pa- 
tient to be cured, and that 1s his difeafe, 
than which none is moe common: for there 
is not the worft of men but will fay, 1 
thank God I am fomething, and I am not 
half fo bad as the Preacher would make me, 
I have fome good thing in me. 

Now this his difeafe ftands in two things. 

Tuat he 1s nothing. | 

Tuat he thinks himfelf to be fomething. 

He is nothing. And for a man to be 
biought before God’s Judgement-feat, and have 
nothing to anlwer, how will it fare with him 
then? but yet this man cannot but think he 
is fomething: well then fomething he 1s, but 
nothing to the purpofe: As we fay of an 
Idol, xu Idol 1s nothing in the world. that 1s, 
Nothing that can help or fuccour thofe that 
bow to them, and adore them. An Idol is 
Something indeed, for it 1s filver, or gold, or 
brafs, or ftone, ec, but it’s nothing, that 1s, 
nothing to the purpofe, nothing that can 
plead for a man when he holds up his hand 
at God’s bar. 

He thinks bimfelf to be fomething, though be 
be nothing: We thinks he fhallcome to Hea- 
ven, though he be not in the way, as the 
foolifh Virgins, that thought they fhould be 
let in, feared not the conttary, till they came 
there- So thefe men walk intheir way all their 
life, and yet fear not entrance into Heaven, 
till they receive fentence to the contrary. If 
they knew themfelves to be nothing, they would 
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feek help; but now though they are nothing, 


yet they think themfelves fomething. ' Thig 


is the difeafe.-° «  - 


THE remedy is in the next verfe, Let him 
prove his own work. Let him look himfelf 
into a true glafs, and that is the point we 
fhall infift on. If then Satan fhall not delude 
us in deferring and putting off our repens 
tance; fo let him not deceive us with a falfe 
conceit of our ways and eftate; that we may 
not make ourfelves fomething, when we are 
nothing.’ ‘Therefore let us fee what falfe glaf- 
fey they are that men get to themfelves. If 
Satan brings us to have a good opinion of 
ourfelves, and our condition, and perfwade us 
that it is not with us as pretife Preachers 
tell us, that it’s no fuch matter to go to 
tieaven, but that it may be done with lefs 
pains and more eafe: when, [| fay, Satan 
lujis a man afleep with fuch plaufible things 
as thefe, he hath him where he would’ have 
him. Why then, no marvel, if thts man lke 
his ways, when he Icoks upon them with 
falfe elaffes. 

' Tue tilt falfe glafs is Self-love, and the 
property of love is to make the good things 
in the party it ‘loves very great, and the 
vices very little. Self-love reprefents nothing 
in it’s true fhape.’ The Apoftle fpeaking of 
the latter days, 2 Tim. 3. faith, There fhall be 
perillous times: And wherein lieth the peril? 
‘Men fall be lovers of ‘ibeir' ownfelves. As it 
he had faid, that is one of the worft perils, 
for a man to have a great conceit of A sats 
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Af one be fick of this difeafe, it will fo blind 
him, that he fhall never fee a thing in it’s 
right plate: his good things feem very great, 
‘and his evil things very fimall, thefe he abrid~ 
ges and contracts; and hereupon is that inftance 
brought of the ews, Rom. 2, 3. Thinkeft 
thou O man that judgeft them that do fuch things, 
that thou fhalt efcape, €Sc. When fuch a man 
looks upon his own fins, they appear fmall 
to him; but when on the infirmities of others, 
they feem very great. " With one eye he looks 
on himfelf, with’ another on his neighbour. 
‘This man perchance is drunk as well as his 
neighbour, covetous as well as him, yet he 
‘concludes them gréat evils in his neighbour, 
‘but extenuates them within himfelf: felf-love 
caufes this difference. As long as this fways 
us, that we love things becaufe they are our 
own, we fhall never be able to guefs at our 
own condition. If another man fhould took 
‘on you both, would’ he not account thee 
partial? If a2 man hath‘a fon or a daughter, 
though they be not’ fo wife or beautiful as 
another man’s, yet hé delights in them as 
much, he loves them becaufe they are his 
own. Let a man be born in a barren Coun- 
trey, he will praife 1c’ moft, not bécaufe 
there is none fo good, but becaufe he loves 
it beft, it is his own Country. Thou. wile 
never be a good Judge of thine own eftate 
if thou vieweft thyfelfin this falfe glafs, for 
it will eafily deceiye a man.’ ° 

' True, I know felf-love is a deceitful elafs, 
and looking therein, a man will be favour- 
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able to himfelf; and fo deceive himfelf, for 
it fets out things in another fhape then they 
are. But 
I tHank God my neighbours alfo, and all 
others that know me fpeak well of me. 
have not only a good conceit of myfelf, I 
have a good report of all men. If this in- 
deed were enough and fufficient to affure 
thee of the goodnefs of thy eftate, it were 
welly but it ~ 1s-not enough.’ True ‘it 1s,-a 
good report from men for fair and honeft 
dealing 1s not to be defpifed; yet it will do 
no good unlefs thou ait approved of God. 
It was one of the happinffes of our Saviour 
that he was in favour with God and man. 
When both meet together 1t’s well indeed. 
Demetrius in Fobn 3, 12. we read, had a good 
repe:t of all men, and of the truth ttfelf. To 
have a good report from men, and alfo from 
the truth, 1s an happy thing: but having it not 
from the truth, Wo to us when all men [peak well 
of us. What folly is it to reft upon a good 
repoit from men, when I have it not from 
the truth? The hke madnefgs it is, as for 
a man to truft in the abfolution of his fellow 
prifoner, when the Law of the Land con- 
demns him. Shall a fick man be fo mad as 
to fay he 1s well, becaufe others fay fo? 
As if we fhould feek ourfelyes out-of ourfelves, 
and not within ourfelves. No, Let every man 
prove bis own work, and then foall he have 
rejoycing in bimfelf, and not tn another, Rom. 
2, ult. He 1s a Yew which 15 one inwardly, 
whofe praife ss not of men but of God. Not 
as if this did turn out the piaife of mee 
ut 
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but it is comparatively fpoken, and it’s meant, 
whofe praife is not fo much of men as of 
God. So that this is the fecond falfe glafs, 
when a man concludes himfelf to be in a 
good eftate, becaufe men praife him, thinks 
it well with him becaufe others think, and 
fay fo. He hath a good opinion of himielf, 
but that’s not all, other men give him a 
good report too. And this follows the former: 
a man need never fear flattery fromm others, 
that doth not flatter himfelf, 

But thefe aie not my only grounds that 
I have fo good opinion of myfelf, and that 
others fpeak well of me, but when |] compaie 
myfelf with thefe, I find wherein I may 1e- 
joyce. So that this is the 

Tuirp glafs, when aman compares himfelf 
with others and himfelf. 

WHEN lie compares bimfelf with others. J 
thank God, faith he, I am bette: than rhany 
of my neighbours, I know this man follows 
fuch courfes, and drother lives in ftich a fin. 
Sure, Iam noc fucha finner as thefe, there- 
fere I am happy, and I doubt not of room 
in Fieaven. ‘This is the caufethat the Pharifee 
went bome not juftiied, becaufe looking on other 
men, he jutlified himfelf. Cod I thank thee 
Lam not as other men, no extortioder, &c. This 
fellow is fo far fiom begging any thing of 
God, that he fills up hrs time with thankf 
giving, he thinks he wants nothine, and that 
is his error, he looks on other men, and 
compares himfelf with them, and thence con- 
cludes he 1s well enough, becaufe he is not 


ne fo 


$2 SERMON, It 


fo bad as this or fhat man. Thisis the com- 
mon deceit, when men take this for a rule,’ 
that because they are not fo bad as the off- 
{couring of thé world, but aré better than the 
ordinary fort of men, therefore they fuppofe 
they are very well, or as well as they need 
to be: As if a fick man fhould fay, I am not 
fo fick as fuch a man who is at the point 
of death, therefore 1 am very well. I would 
defire fuch men, that as they look on thofe 
that are under them, fo they would a lire 
caft up their eyes on thofe that are above 
them. When you look on the Publican, this 
and that man, and blefs yourfelves becaufe 
you are not fo bad as thefe, who peichance 
are before you in points of morality: If you 
ftand on comparifons, look on thofe that are 
above you, that ga beyond you in grace and 
zeal, and look sot fo much on the fins of 
others as your own: Another man’s fins may 
condemn him, they cannot fave thee. When 
a Thief and a Murtherer are both arraipn’d ar 
the bar for their lives, will the Thief fay to 
the Murtherer, thy fin is greater, thy faule 
is of an higher nature, therefore I fhall be 
faved, becaufe mine is not fo héinous, when 
they both are punifhablé with death. The 
fault of another will not make thy cafe the 
better. It’s no point of Juftification thus to 
deceive thyfelf, and to conclude becaufe another 
is worfe than thee, thy eftate is bleffed. So 
we fee the degrees of falfe glaffes. Self-love: 
then a good opinion from men: and compair- 
ing a man’s felf with fome others. ‘ 
UT 


gE RMON,. IIL ix 


_ But .this man goes farther: ,I not only 
compaire myfelf with others, buc my/e/f too, 
and find .goad ground to conclude the fafe- 
nefgs of my condition. J remember a time, 
when I was vain and tdle, when I ran ina 
way contrary,to God. But now I have fown 
my wild oats, and whereas before I was loofe 
and diffolute, I have caie to do my duty, 
to ferve God, &c. 1 am not fo profane as 
forrnerly, my condition muft needs be good. 
This 1s a very dangerous thing to fay,, that 
becaufe I am not fo bad as I was, 1 am 
therefore good: It 1s as if a man had a 
debter, a fiack paymafter, to whom the Cre- 
ditor calls earneftly to pay the debt, the beft 
aniwer the debtor gives is this, I am fure 
there are many worfe paymafters in the world 
then I arn, and 1 myfcif have been a wosie, 
and more flow paymafter heretofore then | 
am now. Well, becaute there are worfe pay- 
malters, and he himielf hath been a ware, 
doth this make him a better now? And fhall 
this ferve to excufle thee, by comparing thy- 
felf with ochers that are woife? and with thy- 
felf, that becaufe thou haft mended thyfelf in 
jome pariculars, therefore thou are in the 
way to Hleaven? It is a falfe and foolifh 
Conclufion, 

Now we come to the main thing, another 
falfe glafs, which we call Partial obedience, 
when a man goes further, looking upon the 
letter of the Commandment only, faying, I 
thank God] forbear many fins, and do many 
duties, To am noc a thief, nor a murtherer, 


if 


{wearer, 


64 SERMON, Itt. 


{wearer, drunkard, or covetous perfon: I do 
not take Gods name in vain; I have not broke 
the Sabbath. I have ferved God in coming 
to his houfe, given obédience to my Parents, 
éfc, and looking on this he concludes, doubt- 
Jefs all ts well with him: As when I have a 
thoufand thorns in my feet, and have three 
or four taken out, will this help me? becaufe 
I have not the ftone or the gout, fhall I con- 
clude I am well, as if I could not be fick 
without this or that difeafe. Becaufe I do 
fomething that God requires, fhall I think I 
do as much as I need? No, we muft take 
heed of that, God will not be contented with 
partial obediance, He will have the whole heart 
er none. 

Bur you fay mine is not partial obedience, 
¥ do my endeavour, as far as I am able to 
do what God requires: Here comes in na- 
tural reafon, and faith, I thank God I do what 
I can, and I fee no reafon why more fhould 
be required. I conform myfelf as I am able, 
and as [I fee it needful, to the great duties of 
Chriftianity; I lead fuch a blamelefs life, that 
no man can charge me in any particular of 
leaving undone what God hath enabled me to 
do, I know not how more can be required: 
and fure this 1s not partial obedience. 

I speak not againft Morality. But yet let 
me tell thee, ifthou haft no more then Mo- 
rality, it will not bring thee to Heaven- Not 
but that a morall man 1s an excellent ftock, 
whereon to graft grace and virtue. Natural 
reafon was once a full and fair glafs, till It 
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was broken by the fall: but now it 1s ine 
fufficient. This glafs which then was fo per- 
fect, is now broken, and is not fo perfect 
as it was, though there be fomething yet re- 
maining in it, we may fee fomething of it’s 
ancient luftre in the Gentzles, for thefe baving 
not @ Law, are a Law unto themfelves. These 
are practical principles yet remaining in the 
Tables of our hearcs, fo that they that care 
not for the Law, fhall be judged by the 
natural light which 1s in them. We have a 
confcience to difference between geod and 
evil. This is the truth. It’s a pa.t of the 
Image of God implanted in us, which we 
are not to defpife, left we be judged with 
thofe that bold tvue truth in unrighteousnefs: 
Moxahty and inward principles are to be much 
efteemed, as things which God at firft planted, 
yet do they come fhort of bringing a man 
to Fieaven. Yhe young man in the Gofpel 
had a good efteem of himfelf, and was doubt- 
leefs efteemed of others, and did many things: 
but yet our Saviour tells him, how bard a 
thing tt was to come to Heaven: Although 
he thinks himfelf goad enough, our Saviour 
tells him of the commandments: all thefe, fatth 
be, have I kept from my youth, .a good moral 
man indeed that had done fo inuch, but 
this was nat enough, one thing he lacked: go 
and fell all that thou haff, Sc. Yet becaufe 
there was fo much in him, we read Mark 
1O. 21. “Fefus loved him: he ftheweth that his 
caufe was heavy, that going fo far he fhould 
nat attain his end; but this was not to be 
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cefpifed, for this Jefus loved him. So 7 
Kongs 13. 13. fle only of Feroboams foall come 
fo the grave, becaufe im him are found fome 
goed things. If there are but fome good things 
in a man, they :emain of Gods’ woik, and 
God loveth his own work, Here’s the point 
then, Morality is good, and natural reafon is 
good: it remans inus fince the ftate of our 
firfl creation, This was a pure and a full glafs, 
made by Ged himfelf; but fince thle fall, 1¢ 
3s much darkened: If we confult with natual 
reefon and Moral Philofophy, it will difcover 
many things: yet this comes fhort, ‘There 
are abundanc of things that it canot d:ifco- 
ver, manifold defecis. The Apoftle faith in 
the Remanus, L hed 1et known fin tut Ly the 
Hen ae had 6! ehrbalallufh te wbaverdeen “a 
Srv, bed wot the Lew jerd, thou fealt-10t luf. 
We have many fins we cannot hnow but by 
the Law, j5ea fuch fcciet fins as muft be 1¢- 
pentcd of | Qur Saviour overthrew the tables 
ef the moncy-chargers, aud would rot fuffer 
then) to canv btrebens through the ‘Temple, 
thourh for the u‘e of thofe that Sacrificed, a 
thing which had fome thew of Religion in it. 
Fie whipt both out, not only thofe that had 
refidence there, but thofe that paffed through: 
he would faffer none but thofe that could 
juftifie what they did by the law. Now, as 
God would not have fin ledge and make it’s 
abode in the foul, fo he would not have it 
mace a thorow-fare for fin: he would not 
have vain -thoughis pafs to and fro in the 
heat, Now, By me Law comes ike kucwledge 
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of tbefe fecict fins, Reafon is a glafs much to 
be efteemed for what it can fhew, but 1t 1s 
not a perfec glafs; fometimes it fhewes a fin, 
but many times diminjfhes it, that we cannot 
fee itin full proportion. The Apeftle makes 
tus ufe of the Law, that by it fin becomes 
exceeding finful. ‘Thou may ft fee fin to be fin 
by natural reafon, but to fee if exceeding fin- 
ful, this morality comes fhort of, thou muft 
have this from the Law of God. 

Tuere is another falfe glafs, when the 
Devil transforms bimfelf wto an angel of light, 
when he preacheth peace to a man. Beware 
ef the doétrinc when the deceive: preacheth. 
This may be his doétrine, Ile that believeth 
cud 1s Baptized fall be faved. Krom this, 
by Satan’s cunn,ng delufion, the natural man 
thus concludes. A meer heathen fhall be fhut 
cut of Heaven gates, but I believe in the 
Sather, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, and do 
my beit, therefore I am in a good condition. 
Why then fhould I trouble myfelf any fur- 
ther? there is no man can accufe me, and my 
own good works will teftifie unto me that I 
do enough. Strictnefs in Religion is trouble- 
fome, and an unreafonable thing. this is a 
meer delufion of Satan, for there 1s nothing 
more fatisfies a man than Religion; there’s 
nothing more reafonable then the fervice of 
God. Fuirft then know thy difeafe, and then ap- 
ply thofe fweet balms. It is no eafie mat- 
ter for a man to believe: and they deny 
that word which fay the way 1s ftraight, 
who think it an ealie matter to believe of 
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their own power, It muft be done by the 
inighty power of God: It’s as great a work 
of God, as the Creation of the world, to make 
ama. believe It’s the mighty power of God 
to falvation, Such a one muft not receive 
Chrift as a Saviour only, but as a Lord too. 
Fie muft renounce all to have him, mutt take 
him on his own terms. He muft deny the 
world and all, Jooking before-hand what it 
will coil him. Now fora man to take Chrift 
as his Lord, denying himfelf, the world, and 
all, to 1¢folve to pluck out his right eye, 
cut off his right hand rather then to part 
with him, and account nething fo dear to 
him as Chrnift, is no fmall matter. Thou canft 
not be Chrift’s fpoufe, unlefs thou forfake al] 
for him. Thou mult account all things as 
dang and drofs tt cimparifon ef him: and 1s 
not this a difficule thing? is this an eafie 
tafk? Eafily fpoken indeed, net as eafily done: 
it muft be here as in the cafe pf marriage; 
a man muft forfake all others, yea the whole 
world, elfe Chrnift will not own him. Obferve 
the fpeech of the Apoftle, Eph. 1, 19. What 
1s the exceeding grealue/s of his power to us ward 
that believe, &cc. Mark, is believing fo eafie a 
matter think you? why, unlefs the mighty 
powe: of God be engaged for it, with that 
ftrength as it was engaged in raifing Chrift from 
the dead, 1t cannot be. When thou art to believe, 
and be united unto Chrift, the agreement 1s 
not that thou fhould take him as thy wife, 
and thou fhould be his hufband: No, he muft 
be thy hufband, and thou muift obey him. Now 
for a man to be brought out of his natural 
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condition, andto take Chrift on any terms, fo 
he may be faved by him inthe end, is not 
fo eafy. Canft thou think theie 1s’ no more 
required but only the outward Baptifm, or 
that there 1s no more in Baptifm but the 
outward wafhing of the flefh? No, Hé’s not 
a Few thatis one outwardly, neither 7s that 
circumctfion which is in th flefo, but he’s a 
Few that 1s fo inwardly, and circumetfion is that 
of the heart. Thou then entereft into God’s 
livery. Mark this, for by it I ftrive only 
to bring thee back to thyfelf. Thou entere({t 
into covenant with him; thou bindeft thy- 
felf to forfake the world, the flefh, and the 
Devil; and we fhould make this ufe of Bap- 
tiim, now to put it in practice. When we 
promifed, there were two things in the Inden- 
ture, one, that God would give Chrift to us, 
the other, that we muft forfake all the finfol 
lufts of the fiefh: this is that makes Baprifm 
to be Baptiim indeed to us. The other thing 
required, is, that we forfake all, Rom. 6, 2. 
Ic is not eonfined to one aét, but it hath a 
perpetual effect all the days of thy life. I 
add, it never hath it’s full effect till the day 
of our death, till the abolition of the whole 
body of fin. 

Ler no man theiefore deceive you with 
vain words, take heed of looking on your- 
felves in thefe falfe glaffes, think it not an 
ealy thing to get Heaven, the way is ftrait, 
and the paflage narrow. There muit be a 
Kriving to enter; there muft be an afcen- 
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ding into Heavén, a motion contrary to na- 
ture: And therefore it’s folly to think we 
fhall drop into Heaven, there muft be a 
going upward, if ever we will come thither. 
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AND YOU HATH HE QUICKNED WHO WERE DEAD IN 
TRESPASSES AND SINS, WHERE IN TIMES PAST YOU 
WALKUD ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THIS WORLD, 
ACCORDING TO THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE 
AIR, THE SPIRIT THAT WORKETH IN THE CHIDREN 
OF DISOBEDIENCE AMONGST WHOM ALSO, & 


"T aE laft time I declared unto you the 
duty that was neceffarily required of us if 
we took to be faved, that we muft not only 
take the matter fpeedily into confideration, 
and not to be deluded by our own hearts 
and the wiles of Satan, but that we muft do 
it thoroughly and bring ourfelves to the ti: 
touchftone, and nat look upon ourfe! 22 
through falfe glaffes, becaufe there is natu- 
rally in every one felf-love; and in thefe laf 
and worft times men are apt to think better 
of themfelves than they deferve. If there ve 
any beginning of goodnefs in them, they 
think all is well, when there 1s no dange, 
if 
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the world fo great as being but half Chrif- 
tians. He ‘thinks that if he hath efcaped 
the outward pollutions of the world through 
Juft, and is not fo bad as formerly he hath 
been, nor fo as many in the world are, there- 
fore he 1s well enough: This fuperficial 1epen- 
tance ts but like the wafhing of the fow, 
the ovthde 1s only wafh’t, the fwinifh nature 
is not taken away. There may be in this 
man fome outward abftaining from’ the com- 
mon giofs fins of the world, or thofe which 
he himfelf was fubjeét unto, but his difpofition 
to fim 1s the fame, his nature ss nothing 
changed: there 1s no renovation, no cafling 
ina new mould, which muft be. For it 1s 
not a Iittle 1eforming will ferve the turn, 
no, nor all the morality in the world, nor all 
the common graces of God’s Spirit, nor the 
outward change of the fife: they will not do, 
unlefs we are quickened, and have anew life 
wrougnt in us, unlefs there be a fupernatural 
woiling of God’s Spirit we can never enter 
into Fleaven. Therefore in this cafe it be- 
hoves every man to prove his own work, 
Gal. 6. A thing men are hardly drawn un- 
to, to he exacl examiners of themfelves. AH 
the morality in the world cannot teach a man 
to efeape Tdeli: we muft havc a better inftructor 
herein then Satan o1 ourfelves, the Lord of 
Heaven mutt doit, if ever we will be brought 
to know ourfelves atight, St. Paul was brought 
ap at the feet of Gamaliel, one of the moft 
learned Doétors of the Pharifees, and yet he 


could not teach him this. When he acts 
fie 
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the law, he thought himfelf‘unblameable, but 
coming to an higher and better Matter, he 
knows that in bm, that 1s, zn bis flefh dwells 
no good things Rom. 7. By {elf examination 
a man may find many faults in hinvelf, out 
to find that which the Apoftle afterwards found 
in himfelf, to feethe fins of iniquity thar are 
within him, and to find himleif fo*bad as in- 
deed he is, unlefs it pJeafte the Lord to open 
his eyes, and to teach him, he can never at- 
tain if. 

Now we come to this plice of the Apoltle, 
wherein we fee the true glafs of ourfelves, 
the Spirit knows whet we are better tnen 
we kaow ourfelves, and the Spiic fhews us 
that every man of us either: was or 1s fuch, 
as we are here fet downto be. We ate firit 
natural before wecan be fyiritual, tere 1s not 
aman bur hath been, or is yet a natu:al man, 
and therefore we fee the laige detcription of 
a natural man befae he 19 quickened, belore 
God (who 1s rich in mercy) enlivens him 
and faves him by the grace which 16 in Chirilt. 
Thus is it with us all, and thus THAT ST Oe 3 
till we kaow ourfelves thus far, till we know 
ourfelves as far in diforder, as the Spirit of 
truth declares us to be. In this place of 
Scriptwe confider, who they are which the 
Apoitle fpeaks of, tobe dead tn fins: and to 
walk after the courfe. of the world, led by the 
Devil, and having thew converfation after the 
Jlefo, children of wrath. Thefe are awful words 
and heavy things: Canfider therefore fit the 
perfons of whom this is fpoken, 
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Tuen what that character is which he de-~ 
livers of them. - ari 

AnD who they are of whom this is fpoken: 
and that is (you,) You bath he quickened whom 
were dead: and (ye) (in the words following) 
that in times paft walked after the courfe of the 
world; and in the thud verfe more particularly: 
mong whom we had our converfation alfe tm 
times paft. He {peaks now 1n the firft perfon, 
as before in the fecond, fo that the funyeét 15 
we, and ye all. Not aman inthis Congrega~ 


tion, but is or was as bad as the Holy Ghoft 
here makes him. ee 


Now he’s defcribed, 

By what he is in himflelf. 

Anp by his company. ven as others. Thou 
mayft think thyfe]f betrer than another man, 
but thou art no better; Even as others, bad as 
the worft, not a man more evil in his nature 
then thou art. When thou goeft to hell, per- 
haps fome difference there may be 1n your 
feveral punifhments, according to your feveral 
acis of rebellion: but yet you fhall all come 
jbore of the glory of Ged, and for your want 
of fpiritual hfe you are all alike. 

Now fiift confider their quality: and this 
ucchared ‘i | 
?yv their geneial difpofition, they are dead in 
_«» hes and fins. Dead, and therefore unable 

.' «i difpofed to the work of a fpiritual living 
. .o, « *fiaes, not only indifpofed and unable 

toa, but dead in irefpaffes and fins. He lies 

42 in lis own filth, like a rotten carcafs, 
no. -cing carrion in the noftrils of the Al- 

| mighty, 
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mighty, fo loathfome is he: all which is drawn 
from original, fin. Not only unenable to do 
any bands but prone to all fin and iniquity. 

~ By his particular converfation: And that ap- 
pears in the verfe following. Where in times 
paft ye walked. Wow? Not according to the 
word and will of God, not according to his rule, 
but they walked afrer three other.wicked rules. 
A dead man hath his walk you fee: a ftrange 
thing in the dead, but who directs him in his 
courfe? thefe three, the warld, the fiefh, and 
the Devil, the worft guides that may be; yet 
if we look to the converfation of a natural man, 
we fee thefe are his Pilots, which are here fet 
down. 

Tue World. Where in times paft ye walked 
after the courfe of the world. We fwims alon 
with the ftream of the world. Nor will he be 
fingular, not fuch a precife one as fome few are, 
but do as the world doth, run whither that car- 
ries him. See the ftate of anaturalman. He’s 
brought into the flavery of the world. ‘This is 
his firft guide. Then follows 

Tue fecond guide, which is the Devil. The 
Devilleads him as well as the world: According 
to the Prince of the power of the Air, the Spirit 
that now worketh in the children of dtfobedtence. 
In ftead of having the Spirit of God to be led by, 
he’s led bythe Spirit of Satan, and the works 
of his Father the Devil he will do, We hath not 
a, heart to refift the vileft lufts the Devil fhall 

tfuade him to. When Satan once fills his 


heart, he hath no heart to any thing elfe, than 
to follow him. _ 
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THERE remains the flefh; his guide too, and 
that’s not left out, v. 3. Among ft whom we had 
our converfation 14 times paft m the luft of the 
jlefe, fulfilling the defires of the flelo and of the 
mind. So that you fee the three guides of a 
natural man, and he is as bad as thefe three 
can make him; and till the ftronger man comes 
and fets him free, 1n this condition he remains, 
and in this natura] eftate, he 1s a fon of difo- 
bedience defcribed to be wretchednefs. 

Turis further appears by that which muft 
follow, which is wrath. Rebellion and wretch- 
ednefs going before, wrath will follow. For 
God will not be abufed, nor fuffer a Rebel 
to go unpunifhed: Therefore {aith the Apoftle, 
We ave by nature the children of wrath. Be- 
ing the natural fons of difobedience, we may 
well conclude we are the children of wrath, If 
we can well leain thefe two things of ourfelves, 
how deep we are in fin, and how the wrath 
of God 1s due to us for our fins, then we may 
fee what we are by nature. Thus much con- 
cerning the quality of a natural man. Next 
follows 
- His campany. Even as others, By nature 
we are the children of wrath even as others. That 
is to fay, we go on that broad wide way that 
leads to deftruétion, that way we all naturally 
rufh into: though we may think otherwife, and 
think ourfelves better, yet we are deceived. For 
it is with us even as with others. Naturally we 
are in the fame ftate that the worft men in the 
world are, fo that we fee the glafs of a natural 
man, till Chriftcome and quicken him, i 

HE 
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Tue Epbefians perhaps, But you fay the Apoftle, 
confines himfelf to, that were in times paft hea- 
thens: but you hope it belongs not to us. They 
were Gentiles and Pagans that knew not Chrift, 
v. 12. Aliens to the commonweal of Vrael, firan- 
gers to the covenant of promtfe, having no bope, 
and without God in the world. Others, as the Text 
hath it, and therefore they “might well have 
fuch a character. But I hope it’s not thus 
with me, I was never a Pagan or Heathen, I 
was born of Chriitian Parents, and am of the 
Church, 

Bur putaway thefe conceits. Look on the 
3d, v. Amongst whom we alfe bad our converfa- 
tion: and wherein ye yourfelves, &c. It’s not 
only fpoken of you Gentiles, but verified of us 
alfo: Asif he had faid here as Ga/. 2. We who 
are Fews by nature, and not finners of the Gen- 
tiles. He paints out not only you the Gentiles in 
fuch ugly colours, but we ‘fews alfo, we of 
the Commonwealth of Ifrael. We, before we 
were quickened, were in the fame ftate that you 
are? defcribed to be in. 

Bur the Apoftle may do this out of fellow- 
fhip, and to avoid envy, as it were making 
himfelf aparty with them, as Ezra did cap. gq. 
that included himfelf in the number of the 
offenders, though he had no hand in the offence: 
O our God (faith he) what fhall we fay? Our 
evil deeds, &c. and bow fhall we ftand before thee 

becaufe of this? making a particular confeflion, 
whereas he was not acceffary to the fault, but 
to f{weeten it to them. 

Bur here the Apoftle doth not fo, he was not 

thus 
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‘thus minded, but it’s we all, he puts univerfa- 
lity to 1t: So that it’s clear, that before conver- 
fion and quickening by grace from Chbrift, we 
all, allof us are in as foul and filthy a condi- 
tion, as this which is here defcribed and fet 
down: So that this is the point, that it is 
not fpoken.of fome defpetate finners; but that 
It is the common ftate and condition of alk 
the fons of Adam. 

Docr. AH men, every man and woman in thts 
place, ether is or bath been tn the fate that 
here the Apofile defcribeth him to be. 

THEREFORE we have all need to examine 
ourfelves, whether we yét remain in that con- 
dition or not. The Apofle brings this def- 
cription to teftify the truth of the point, Gal. 
3, 22. The Sertpiure hath concluded all under 
fin. The whole current and courfe of the Scrip- 
ture fhews the univerfality of it, that it’s true 
of all. See, the Apoftle fpeaking of himfelf 
and the reft, Tit. 3. 3, faith, We ourfelves aij, 
not only you of the Gentiles, but we ouvfelves 
alfe were foolifo, difobedient, &c. but after the 
kindnefs of God towards wmian appeared, &c. 
that 1s, before the day-ffar of grace did arzfe 
in our hearts, there’s not the beft of us ali but 
have been thus and thus. 

Rom. 3, 3. Therethe Apoftle infifts on the 
point exprefly, that every mouth might be ficp- 
ped; to fhew the ftate of all men naturally, 
having laid down a large catalogue of the ini- 
quities of the Heathen, cometh afterward to 
convince the Jews. What? are we better as 
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they? no, we bave proved that all are under 
fia: there ts none good, no not one. 

So that now having proved this fo clearly 
to you, confider with yourfelves how needful 
it is to apply this to our own fouls. Many 
men, when they readfuch things as thefe in the 
Scripture, read them but as tales from ftrange 
Countries. What, are we dead in fins, not 
able to ftir one foot in Gods ways’ bad we 
are indeed: but dead, in fins and trefpaffes? 
what, a§ bad as the world, the devil, and flefh 
can make us? what, children of wrath? fire- 
brands of hell? few can petfiwade themfelves 
that it is fo bad with them. Therefore take 
this home to yourfelves; think no better of your 
felves than you are: for thus you are naturally. 
‘Fherefore comfider, if thou wert now going out 
of the world, what ftate thou art in, a child 
of wrath, a child of Belsal, or the lke. Set 
about the work fpeedily, go to God, pray, and 
cry earneftly: give tnyfelf no reft, till thou 
ktnow thrs to be thy condition: for fuch God 
fays it is. Let not thy coriupt nature deceive 
thee, to make thee think better of thyfelf 
ther God faith thou art. 

Now that we may the better knéw to whom 
thele things belong, know it isthou and I, we 
all have been or ate inthis eftate, til! we have 
fupernatural grace; and therefore we are de- 
clared cto be children of wrath, and children 
of difobedience, till regenerated. Why? It’s 
becaule it’s thy nature, it belongs to all. Now 
we know the common nature always apper= 
tains to the fame: kind: There’s nothing 

natural 
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natural but is common with the kind. If 
then by nature we are children, then certain- 
ly ic belongs to every one of us, for we are all 
fons of dam. In Adam we all die, Rom. 5. 
That’s the fountain whence all mifery flows 
to us. As thou receivedft thy nature, fo the 
corruption of thy nature from him; for be de- 
gat a fon in bis own likenefs. This therefore 
¥s the condition of every one. The Apoitle 
in & Cor, 15, fpeaks of two men, the firft was 
Jrom the earth, earthy, the fecond was the Lord 
Jrom heaven, What, were there not many 
millions and generations more? True, but 
there were not more men like thefe, two 
fathers of all other men. There were but 
two by whom al} muft ftand or fall, but two 
fuch men. By the fall of the firft man we 
all fell, andif we rife not by the fecond 
man, we are yet in our fins, If he rife not, 
we canot be rifen. We muft rife or fall by 
him. He is the Mediator of the fecond cave- 
mant, Ef he rife and if we are in him, we 
fhall rife with him; but if not, we are dead 
fill. So it is in the firft Adam, we all pro- 
ceed from him, he is the root of all man- 
kind. It’s faid in Efay 53, He fpeaking of 
Chrift, fhould rejorce to fee his feed. His feed, 
that is to fay, he is the common father of all 
mankind, I mean of all thofe that fhall pro- 
ceed from him by fpiritual generation. He 
fhall prefent them to his father. Bebold bere 
am I, and the children that thou baft given me. 
So 1n ddam, he being the head of the covenant 
of nature, that is, the Law, if he had ftood, 

none 
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none of us had fallen; if he fall none of us 
all can ftand. He is the peg on which all 
the keys hang: if that ftand, they hang faft; 
but if that fall, they falh with it. As we fee. 
in the bondage; if the father forfeit his liberty, 
and become a bondman, all his children are 
bondmen to a hundred generations: here is 
our cafe. We were all once free, but our 
father hath forfeited his liberty, and if he. 
become a flave, he cannot beget a free-man. 
When -our Saviour tells the Fews of being 
free-men: We were never bond-men, fay they. 
But our Saviour faith, you are bond-men un- 
to fin and Satan. For till the fon make you 
free, you are all bond-men: but when he 
makes you free, then are you free indeed, So 
that we fee our condition here fet down. 

We are dead in trefpaffes and fins; that is, 
there. is an indifpofition in us to all good 
works. A dead man-cannot walk, or fpeak, 
or do any act of a living man, fothefe cannot 
do the actions of men that are quickened and 
enlivened, they cannot pray with the fpirit, 
they cannot love God, they cannot do thofe 
things that fhall make the employ and the 
happinefs in heaven. There’s not one good 
duty which this natural man can do. If it 
fhould be faid unto him, Think but one 
good thought, and for it thou fhalt go to 
heaven, he could not think it. Tull God raife 
him from the death of fin, as he did Laza- 
yus from the grave, he cannot do any thing 
that 1s well-pleafing unto God. He may do 
the works of a moral man, but to do the 
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works of a man quickened and enlightened, 
is beyond his power. For if be cquid do {o, 
he muft then have fome reward from God; 
for however we deny the merit of good works, 
yet we deny not the reward of good works 
to a man that is in Chrift. There’s no pro- 
portionable merit in a eup of cald water and 
the Kingdom of heaven, yet ke that gives a 
cup of cold water to -a Difeiple im the name 
of a Difeiple, feall not lofe his reward. Here 
then is the point. The beft thing that a na- 
tural man doth, cannot fo relifh with God, 
as that he fhould take delight in it, or reward 
it: whereas the leaft good thing that comes 
from another root, fran a quickened fpirit, 
is acceptable and well-pleafing to lim. Con- 
fider for this end that which 1s fet down, 
Prov. 15, 8. Take the beft works of a na- 
tu:al man, his prayeis o1 faciifice, and fee 
there what 1s faid. Zhe facrifice of the wicked 
1s an abommatin to the Lord. Jr 1s fal 
azar, Prov 21, 27. The payers of the wickhd 
are ait abomination to the Lord: buw much 
gore when be briigs wt wild a wicked mind? 
Suppofe there fhould come upon this man a 
fir of devotion, where he hath fome good 
motions, 1s 1¢ then accepted? no, it 1s fo far 
from being accepted, that it is an boiuiue- 
tion (0 God, how much more then if be orings 
tt with @ wiueked mind? That is, uf he bring 
it not with a wicked mind, it 1s an abom1- 
nition, how much mote with it? See the 
care fet down in Aaggaz 2, 12, 13, 14. fF 
one bear holy fiefoh, &c. fooll it be seks 
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And the prieft anfwered, no. Then fard Haggai, 
tf an unclean perfon touch any of thefe, fhail it 
be unclean? And he-faid 1t fhall be unclean. 
Then anfwered Haggat, fo is this people, fo is 
this nation before me, faith the Lord, aud fo is 
every work of their bands, it is unelean. A man 
may not fay prayer is a fin, becaufe it is a 
fin in them; no, 1t’s a good duty, but fpoil’d 
in the carriage. ~He mars it in the carriage; 
and therefore inftead of doing 2 good work, he 
ipoils it; and fo irftead of a reward, mutt 
leok for punifhment, 1 Zim. 15. The end of 
the commandment 1s love out of a pure beart, 
a good conference, and fatth unfergned. et the 
things thou doett be according to the com-- 
mandment: look what thou doeft be accord- 
ing to the middie, end, and beginning of the 
commandment. If wrong in any of thete, then 
though the work be never fo matertally good, 
being faulty in the original, middle, or end, 
it’s fo far from being a good work, that God 
will not accept of ir, and thou mayft rather 
expect a plague for fpoiling it, then a cure, 

See then the begining of a good work, it 
muft be from @ pure beart. A’ man not in- 
grafted into Chrift, is a defiled, poluted per- 
fon, his very mind and confcience are defiled. 
The confcience is the pureft thing a man hath, 
it holds out Jaft, and taketh part with God, 
tnat as ‘fobs meffenger faid, I ouly am efcaped 
to tell thee, fo confcience only remains to declare 
a mans faults to God, and to witnefs againft 
the man; and yet this very light, the eye of 
the foul, 1s defiled: therefore if thou have a 
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corrupt fountain, if the heart be naught, the 
fountain muddy, .whatever ftream comes from 
at, cannot be pure. 

Acain, the end of zt is love, Confider when 
thou doeft any duty, what puts thee on work. 
Js 1t love doth conftrain thee? Iflove do not 
conftiain thee, it is manrfeft that thou doft not 
feek God but thyfelf, and art to every good work 
@ Reprotate, thatis, thou art not then able to 
do anything that God will accept, the beft 
thing thou doeft will not relijfh with God. A 
haid eftate indeed, that when a man fhall come 
to appear before God he fhall not have one 
good ching that he hath done in all his life that 
God wiil own. Some there be that take a great 
deat of pains in coming to the word, in prayer 
public and private, in charity and giving to 
tic poor: Alas, when thou fhalt come to an 
account, and none of tiefe things fhali ftead 
thee, not one of them fhall fpeak for thee, 
but allthall be loft, how heavy will thy cafe 
be? 2 Fobx 8. Look to yourselves, that you 
lofe not the thing that you have wrcught: By be- 
ing indifpofed to do the works of a living man 
we lofe all, that isto fay, God will never own 
mor accept them we fhall never have reward 
for them. So that here is the cafe, thou be- 
ing dead, unable to perform the works of a 
living man, canft have no reward from heaven 
at all, untill aman 1s quickened, and hath life 
from Chrift. Without me, faith our Saviour, 
40 can do nothing St. Auftin on this place 
obierves that Chrift faith not, Without me ye 
can do no great matter; no, but unlefs you be 
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cut off ffom your own ftock, taken from your 
own root, and be ingrafted into me, and have 
life from me, and be quitkened by me, you 
can do nothing at all: Nothing, neither gieat 
nor fmall, all that you do is loft. So that 
if there were nothing but this being dead, you 
could do no good action. J know that in méy 
that 1s, in my fleh, (faith St. Paui) there 
dwelleth no good thing: that is, nothing fprritu- 
ally good, nothing for which I may look for 
a reward in heaven. The Loid will fay of fuch 
a man, thou haft lived ten, twenty, forty, or 
it may be fifty years under the Miniftry, and 
yet haft not done a geod work, or thought 
a good thought that I can own. Ct duwn 
this frustlefs tree, why cumbers iw the ground? 
And this is the cafe of every man of us while 
We continue in our natural condition: tll we 
be ingrafted into Chrift, and live by his Ife, 
God will own nothing we do. 
Bur now we are not only dead, and indif- 
pofed to the works of a living man, though 
this be a very woeful cafe, and we need no 
more mifery, for this will bring us to be cut 
down and caft into the fire, if we continue 
fo: But this is not only the cafe of a natural 
man, but he’s very active and fruitful in the 
works of of darknefs, the others were fins of 
omiffion. Here he is wholly fet upon the 
commiffion of fins and trefpaffes, Heb. 6, 7. 
He not only brings not forth meet fruit, or good 
fruit, or no fruit, but be brings forth therns and 
briars; and 18 therefore rejeticd, and nigh unto 
curfing, whofe end 1s to be burnt, Thou art-not 


only 


56 SERMON, iv. 


only found a barren tree, and fo defervef to 
be cut down, but thou bringeft forth thorns 
and briars, and deferveit to be burnt, not only 
ho good fruit, but noxious, bad and poifon’d 
fruit; and this doth mightily aggravate the 
matter, Now for us that have lived fo long 
under the Miniftry, and the Lord hath water- 
ed, and dreffed, and hedged us, do we think 
the Lord expects from us no good fruit? Had 
we lived among heathens, or where the word is 
not taught, then fo much would not be expected; 
but we have heard the word often and power- 
fully taught, and therefore it is expected 
that we fhould not only bring forth fruit, but 
meet fruit, anfwerable to the means. Where 
God affords greateft means, there he expeéts 
moft fruit. If aman live thirty or forty years 
under powerful means, the, Lord expects an- 
{fwerable fruit, which if he bring forth, he 
fhali have a bleffing from the Lord. But 
when a man hath lived long under the means, 
and brings forth no fruit pleafing to God, 
but all Gods coft is loft, when notwithtland- 
ing the dew and the rain which falls oft upon bim, 
be brings forth nothing but thorns and briars, he 
is rejected, and nigh unto curfing, whofe end is to 
be burnt. The earth which drinketh in the former 
and the latter rain, 1f 1 bring not forth fruit 
anfwerable to the labour of the dreffer, 22’s 
nigh unto the curfe. - 

Now if we confider but the particulars, and 
fearch into God’s teftimonies, we fhall fee 
how bad this man 1s. 

But ‘who fhould this man be? = 


\ 


We have God’s own word for it. It’s, 
men in general, all men, Gew. 6, 5. God 
ju the cwickednefs of man was great m the 
earth, and that every thought and tmagination 
of bis beart was only evil continually. Every 
word 19 as it were a thunder-bolt: and was 
It not time, when ic was thus with them for 
God to bring a flood? The thoughts are the 
og nal, from which the words and actions 
do ufually proceed. Now all ther thoughts 
were evil: What, was there no kind of good= 
nels in their thoughts? no, they were only 
evil continaally: and that was the reafon the 
flood came Well, but though it were fod 

efore the flood, yet 1 hope they were better 
after the flood. No, God faid again after the 
flool, cap. 8. The thoughts of the hearts of men 
are ev'l, Lake will to like. Men are all of 
one kind, til tney receive grace from Chrift. 
We are all of one nature, and naturally all 
the thoughts and imaginations of our heaits 
are only evil continually. 


SEE if 1n the underftanding, 
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man percerveth not the things of 
ire fpirit of God, nerther can be hinow ihem, for 
toes are fooltfone/s unto bim, &c. 

edoox upon his, swall, aRowaesss Shagis = wor 
Javyert to the will of God, ucitber imdeed can 1t 
oz. Our Saviour, Mat. 1¢, 8. doth anatomize 
the heart of fuch a man Tbhofe things that, 
couse ost of the mouth come frour the heart, and 
they djile tbe man, for out of the heart proceeds 
evil thoughis, murthers, adulteries, 8c, thefe are 
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they wiih d.file the man, becaufe they come from 
bis beart from withiz. If aman go bya houfe, 
and fee great flakes of fire come out of the 
chimney, though he fee not the fire within, 
yet he eannot but know there is fire within, 
becaufe he feeth the flakes without. EF am not 
able to fee the heart of any man, yet if 1 fee 
fuch flakes to come forth, as murther, thefts, 
blafphemies, lying, and the hke. I may fay 
there is a fire tn the heart; thy heart is a fire 
within thee, thefe mantfeftations from without 
make it appear to be fo. Fhe words of this 
mian are rotten words, and his heart 1s much 
more. So, this 1s the point, we are utterly in- 
difpos’d, aliens to all good, and bent to all 
evil. £ am carnal (faith the Apoftle) we are 
fold under fin, flaves unto it, fin 1s our Lord, 
and we it’s flaves. We have alt forfeited our 
happy eftate, and are fervants to Satan, whom 
we obey. ‘Therefore thisisa thing nor eafly 
to be paffed over, this is our condition, of 
which sf we were once tiuly perfuaded, we 
would never give ourfelves any reft tll were 
got out of it. 

Ir the party that goes to the Phyfician, could 
but know his difeafe, and caufe the Phyfician 
to knowi1t, and the caufes of tt, whether it came 
from a hot caufe or a cold, it were eafily cured, 
it were as good as half done: That is the chief 
reafon why fo many mifcarry, becaufe their dif- 
eafe is not perfecily known. That is the reafon 
we are no better, becaufe our difeafe 1s not per- 
fe&tly known: That is the reafon we are no bet- 
ter, becaufe we know not how bad we are. If 

we 
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we did once know our difeafe, and knew our- 
felves tobe heart fick, and notdike the Laodi- 
ceans, which thought themfelves rub and wanted 
nothing, when they were poor, blind, and naked, 
then we would feek out, the way to be 
cured. So much for this time, but we will 
have another Lecture on this point, 
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BUT THE SCRIPTURE HATH CONCLUDID ALL UNDER, 
SIN, THAT THL PROMISL BY F4lTH OF JESUS CIIRIS‘¢ 
MiGHI BE GIVEN 10 ‘IHLM‘1LEHA BELILVE. 


You fee in this excellent portion of Scrip- 
ture the two covenants of Almighty Ged. ta 
wit, the covenant cf natures and the covenant of 
grace. The filt of nature, which was written 
by Godin manus heart, and this 1s the holy Law 
of God, by the teno1 whereof a man was to 
continue in that integrity, holinefs, and up- 
yightnefs, in which God had firft created hin, 
aud to ferve God according to that ilrength 
he fiift enabled him with, that fo he might 
live thereby. 

But now when man had broken this Cove- 
nant, and enter’d into a {tate of rebellion againtt 
God, he is fhut upin mifery, but not in mi- 
fery for ever, as the Angels that fell were, be- 
ine referved in chains tll the yudgment of the 

great 
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great day: ,No;. the Lord hath fhut him up 
11, prifon, oply for a, while, that fo he may the 
better make, a way for his efcape and deli- 
verance, and,for his entrance intq the fecond 
Covenant. of grace: that.fq making him -fee'his 
own myfery, wherein by nature he ts, vand 
cutting him off from his own ftock, he may 
be, angrafted jinto Chryft, draw fap and fweet- 
nefs from him; and bring forth fruits to, ever-. 
lafting. life. Andy this is. .the ,,method the 
Scripture ufeth: Jt cancludes all under fin, that. 
So, tae promife., by faith of Fefus Chrift might be 
gruen ta them that believe., It ig no new Dac- 
trine dewifed “by -us, but it ‘1s, the courfe.and 
method iof the Scripture: for 1; begins in this 
great work with imprifoning and fhutting up. 
The Law 1s ag a Fu/tice of Peace. that by his 
Mittwmus commands us to prifon: It’s a Ser- 
jeant. that arrefts a man, and carries him to 
the Gaol: But.why does the Scripture do thus? 
Its not to deftroy you with famine; the Law 
fends you nyt hither to ftarve you, orto. kill 
you with the ftench of the prifon, but there- 
by to. fave and preferve you alive, and that 
you may hunger and thirft after deliverance. 
So, that .we findthe reafon added in the Text, 
The Scripture concludes all under fing why? It’s 
that fhe promise by fatth of Fefus Chrift might 
be given to them that belzeve. You are fhut 
up ,as -prifoners and rebels, that having found 
the {mart of it, feen your mrery, and learn’d 
what it is to, be at enmity with God, and the 
folly ;to make yourfelves wifer and ftronger 
then God, yor may fubmuit yourfelves, cafting 
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down your plumes, and defire after Chrift with 
an hungry and tchirfty appetite, ‘not as only 
a Prieft to facrifice himfelf for you, and a 
Prophet to teach and inftrucét you, but a King 
to be fwayd by him, earneftly craving from 
thy foul to be his fubject, arid to be admitted 
into the privilepe of his‘ fubjeéts in the 
commonwealth of J/rae, and efteem it ovr 
preateit fhamé that we have been aliens fo 
long, fo - long excluded. Zhe *Seripture then 
concludes you under fin, and fhut up by it, not 
to bring you to defpair, but to bring you to 
falvation: As a Phyfician, which gives his pati- 
ent bitter pills,’ not ‘to make him jll, but that 
fo he may réftore him to health: or that lays 
. fharp drawing plaifters, and cuts the flefh, not 
with an intent to hurt, but to cure the wound, 
Tuis is the Scriptures method, 77 concludes 
all under fin, bath fhut up all. The Text faith 
not all men but all ¢hemgs. And it is all one 
as if the Apoftle had faid, Tbe Law arrefts 
not only thy perfon but thine adtions: The Law 
lays hold not only of the man, but of every 
thing in him. This word (a//) is a forcible 
word, and empties us clean of every thing, 
that we may truly confefs with the ‘Apoftle, 
in me, thatis, in my flefh dwells no good thing, 
Rom. 7, 18. It’s impoffinole a man _ fhould 
by nature think thus of himfelf, that there 
is no good in him; or that he fhould by 
afking others find himfelf half fo bad as the 
Law makes him to be, which does this by 
fhutting up aman under fin, and all things 
in a man, yea all good whatfoever is in a 
ND 
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Anp this it doth that thou mayft come toa 
Chrift: as it is enlarged in the 2 verfes follow- 
ing. Before faith came (faith the Apoftle) we 
avere kept up under the Law, fout up unto the 
faith, which foould afterward be revealed: where- 
fore the Law was our Schoolmafter to bring us 
to Chryt, that we might be guftified by faith. 
Before the time then thou haft faith, (which 
is the day falvation comes to thine bonfe) thou 
art kept under the Law. Thou art not affured 
of falvation, nor canft thou expeét til then 
that God fhould thew thee mercy, We may 
have a conceit, that though we are never 
tranfplanted, norcut off from our own ftock, 
yet God will fhew us mercy- But we fhall 
beguile ourfelves to hell therein, for we are 
kept under the Law tll faith comes, that fo 
we may know ourfelves. We are kept, &c., 
It’s a Metaphor drawn from Military affairs, 
when men are kept by a Garrtfon, and kept 
iz order. Now the Law is God’s Garrifon, 
which keeps men in good awe and order. 
The Law doth this not to ternfy you too 
much, or to break your minds with dcfpair, 
but to fit you for the faith: It’s a /owttiug 
up tiltbat fatto which foould afterwards be re- 
vealed. WHe’s a miferable Preacher which ends 
with preaching of the Law, the Law 1s for 
another end, it’s to fit us for faith. J?’s ovr 
Schoolmafter to bring us to Chrii- We thunder 
not the Law to make men run away from 
God, but to bring them home unto him, 
Lhe Schoolmafter by the fmart of his rod 
makes the child weary of his bondage, and 
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defire earneftly to be paft his non-age; and 
this 1s his end, not that he dehghts to hear 
him cry.. Thus are we beaten by the Law, 
hot that God delights or loves to hear us 
figh or fob, but that we may grow weary of 
our mifery and cruel bondage, may defire to 
be juftified by faith. The, Law then is fo a 
Schoolmafter, as that by making us fimart, it 
might bring us home. We fee then the couric 
and method of the Scripture, it bath concluded 
all under fin; that the promife by fatth of Fefus 
Chrift may be made to them that belteve. 

Now becaufe men hke not this kind of Do&- 
rine, to begin with Preaching of the Law, and 
therefore think there may be a fhorter and nearer 
way, to pieach Chrift firft, I will therefore 
make known unto you this method of the 
Scripture, and I willjuftify it unto you 

Tuire muft be this preparative, elfe the 
Gofpel will come unfeafonably. If before we 
are fotered by tie leaven of the Law Christ 
be preached, he will be but unfavory and un- 
pleafant to us. 

Docs God at the fift preaching of the Gof. 
pel begin with ddem by preaching Chrril, 
before he faw his fin and wickednefs? No, 
he faid not to him prefently,- as foon as he hac 
finned, Well, Adam, thou haft finned, and 
broken my covenant, yet there is anotner cO- 
venant, thou fhalt be faved by. one that comes 
out of thy loins. But God firft fummons him 
to appear, he brings him out of his fhelrers 
and hiding places; tells him of his fin, and jaith, 
Haft thoueaten of the tree which I forbade thee i 
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eat of? But the man fhifts it off, and the 
woman alfo to the ferpent: The ferpent begut- 
led wie, and I did eat: Yet all this will not 
excufe him, God’s judgements are declared, 
his fin is mace apparent, he fees it: Then be- 
ing thus humbled, comes in the promife of 
the Gofpel, The féed of the woman fhall break 
the fe pents head. 

Fobn the Baptift, who was the Harbinger to 
prepare the way for Cihniift, preaching to the 
Scribes and Pharifees, warned them, O geue- 
ration of vipers. Ele came to threw down every 
high fill, and to beat down every mou.itain: 
This was his office, to lay the Ax at the root 
afrthe a teuce. 

Anp Chrift hinfelf coming into the world, 
and preaching to Nicodentus, begins Unle/s a 
man be born again, be cannot enter tanto ibe King- 
dom of God, fohn 3. A man in his nature! 
condition can never enter into Eleaven, {> 
he is wholy carnal bat that 18 bc, ef rb 
flelo is flea, and that that 1s born of sve 
es “Spirit les carnal, and mun assjaktgon 
again. A little patching will not fiice tne 
turn. thou muft be new boina, new n owed, 
a little mending 1s not fufRWcrent: A rrramut 
be anew creature, and new made. So trit 
this is the fubftance of this doétrine of Cliath, 
that if thou be no better then moral’ wv: rue, 
or moral education can make thee, :° tnou 
hatl arything lef then regeneration, o<¢Leve 
me thou canit zever fee beoven. Tn 2s ne 
hope of heaven till then, till thou at 
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again: tillthen our Saviour excludes all falfe 
fancies thit way. 

THe Apoftles began to gather the firft Church 
after Chiifts refurrection, és 2, 23. They 
do not begin to preach Chrift firft, his virtue 
and efficacy, but firft they tell them of their 
great fin, in crucifying the Lord of life, viz. 
When with wicked bands you bave taken and 
crucified. But what was the end of their do- 
ing thus? It’s fet down, v, 37. hey were 
pricked to the heart, and then they crted out, 
Men and trethren, what fhall we do to be faved? 
See, this was the end of all, the humbling of 
them, that by declaring what they had done, 
they might be pricked at the heart; fo that 
now they fee, if it beno better with them then at 
the prefent, 1t’s like to go ill with them. This 
makes them cry out, What fhall we do? Then 
(faith Peter) repent and be Baptized, and you 
foall receive the gift of the Holy Gheff. After 
he hod told them their own, and had brought 
them to their fearch, which is their firft work, 
then comes the promife of Chrift. Obfeive the 
Apoftles method in the Epiftleto the Romans. 
which book 1s a perfecét Catechifm of the Church, 
which contains thefe three paits of Divinity, 
Humiltation, Fufitiication, and Sanéitfication. See 
how the Apoftle orders his method. Fiom 
the jirft Chap. to part of the third, he treats 
all of the Law, and convinces both Few and 
Gentile, and all men of fin. Then 3 Chap. 
1g, mark his conclufion: that every mouth may 
be flopped. When he had ftopped every mouth, 
caft dewn every ftrong hold which lifted ie 
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felf up againft God: when he had laid all 
at God’s feet, and left them bleeding, as it 
were, under the knife of God, then comes he 
to Chrifl, Rom. 3, 21. The righteoufne/s of 
God without the Laws is manifefed. We had 
done his firft bufinefs in humbling them, in 
fhewing them their fins by the Law. and as 
foon as that was done, when ever; mouth was 
ftopped, then comes he to rhe promtfe by faith 
wn ‘fefus Chrit to ali them that belteve. 

You fee then the method of the Scripture 
is firft to conclude all under fin, and fo to fit 
men for the promtife of Fefus Chriff. Know 
therefore that the Law is the high-way to 
the Gofpel, the path thar leads to ir, that 
way which muft be tiodden in: we are ftill 
out of our way, till we have begun our walks 
in this path: And if thou art not terrified by 
the Law, and the fight of thy fins, being at 
thy wits end as it were, weary of thy conditioa 
and bondage, thou arc not in the way yet. 
Our fowtng muft bein tears. And itis faid, that 
in the Church Vitumphance aé// fea,s foall be 
wiped away from our eyes. Lhat’s a promife: 
But is it poffible that tears fhould be wiped from 
our eyes before we fhed them? Shall we look 
to go to heaven in a way that was never yet 
found out? Shall it be accounted a point of 
precifenefs to walk in this way, or a foul-tor- 
turing doctrine to preach it? This 1s the way 
that all our fore-fathers have both preached 
andgone. This is that time of fowing fpoken 
of in Pfal. 126, 5, 6. They that fow in tears, 
foall reap in goy. It brings us joy in the end, 
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to begin our fowing intears. Jt waters that 
precious feed, and makes it bring forth joy 
unto us in abundance, yea fuch as no man 
can take from us. . 

So then having laid this point for a foundati- 
on, we now will come to the next. | 

That until we come .ta Chriff, the Law lays 
bold of us. Till Chrift come, we are fout up 
under the Law, kept under it. And if there 
were nothing elfe in the world to make a man 
weary of his condition, this were enough. 
Until a man hath given over himfelf to Chiift, 
and renounced his own iighteoufnefs, he 1s 
fubyect tothe Law, kept under it, not under 
grace. Jt brings a man only to the place 
wheie grace 1s Put this therefore clofe to 
your confciences, and jumble not thefe two 
together, FEirft Nature cometh, and whilft you 
aie under that, you are under the Law. WNe- 
ver think you are under the covenant of 
Grace, till you believe (of which behet we 
fhall fpeak more hereafter.) Whuillt you are un- 
der tae Law, you are held under it: Whoever 
cs under the Law, is under the curfe. 

Now that J may unfold it, and fhew what 
a fearful thing it is to be under the Law, 
to be held under it (although many think it 
no great matter) hearken what the Apoftle 
faith of it: curfed 1s every one that continueth 
act 12 all things that are written m she book of 
toe Law to do them Gal. 3. Well then, 
ait thou under the Law? then never think 
of being under grace at the fame tume: not 
but that we may hope to be under grace 
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afterwards: By this Law we mutt be judged, 
and the judgement of the law is very fevere; 
ic requires not only that thou do this or that 
“good thing; butif thou continueft not in every 
thing that 1s written therein, 1t condemns thee. 

STRANGE conceits men have now adays, and 
ftrange Divinity is brought forward in the 
world: That if a man does as much as lies 
in him, and what he 1s of himfelf able to do, 
nay farther, though he be a MHeathen, that 
knows not Chrift, yet 1f he doth the beft he 
can, 1f he live honeftly towards men, accord- 
ing to the conduét of his reafon, and hath a 
good mind towards God, it’s enough, he need 
not queftion his eternal welfare. A curfed 
and defperate conclufion they draw hence: 
Why (fay they) may not this man be faved 
as wellas the beft? This ground of Pelagzant/m, 
isthat for which the Church abhors us. when 
we fhall undertake to bring a man to falva- 
tion without Chrift: wheieas if he be not under 
grace, under Chrift, he is accurfed. If thou 
wilt be faved by the Law, it is not thy endea- 
vour or doing, what heth in thee that will 
ferve the turn; every jot and tittle that the 
{aw requires, muft be fulfilled. What would 
be thine eftate, 1f thou fhouldft be examined ac- 
cording to the ilnict rigour of the Law? Not 
the ieaft word or thought that is contrary to 
ir, but thou muft give an account for. If 
thou ftandift upon thine own bottom, or look- 
eft to be faved by thine own deeds, not one 
vain word which thou fpeakeft, but thou fhalt 
be queftioned for, caft, and condemned. Con- 
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fider then the great difference of being under 
Chrift and grace, and of being under the Law. 
When we are under Chrift, we are freed from 
a great deal of inconvenience. we are not ha- 
ble to anfwer for thofe eyil things which we 
have committed; asin that comfortable place 
of Ezektel, All bis iniqutites that be bath done 
Jeall wot be mentroned unto him. When a man 
is come to forfake his old way, his evils are 
caft out of mind, a marvellous comfort to a 
Chriftian: whereas 1f a man be not in Chrift, 
every idle word he muft be accountable for; 
if in Chrift, the greateft fin he ever committed 
he fhall not hear of. All they that ftand on 
God’s zzgh¢ band, hear only of the good things 
they have done, you have fed, cloathed, and 
vifited me Butthey onthe /eft band hear not 
a word mentioned concerning the good they 
have done, only their evil deeds are reckon- 
ed up. 

Nat that I may declare to you the diffe- 
rence between the Law and the Gofpei: I will 
difference it yn three particulars. 

Tue Law ieeéts eany kind of obedience be- 
fides that which is thorough, found, full, and 
perfect, without any touch of the flefh. It re- 
jects a}] crackt payment: it will take no chipt 
coin. That obedience which hath any imper- 
fection join’d with it, will not be accepted: 
But here I muft not fpeak without book. See 
Rom. 7, 14. We know that the Law 1s fpiri- 
tual, but I am carnal. And then concludes, 
O wretched man, &c, The Law ts fpiritual. 
What’s that? We may know the meaning of 
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it by the particle (dur) but Iam carnal. The 
.~ Law is fpiritual, ‘That is, 1t requires that all 
our works be fpiritual, without any carnality, 
or touch of the flefh. Ifin any point of our 
obedience there be a taint of the cafk, it 18 
rejected. If the beer be never fo good, yet if 
it have an evil fmatch,- it will not relifh. 
Let our fervices have this favour of the flefh, 
and they will not relifh in God’s_ noftrils. 
And thus the Law is fpiritual, but we are car- 
nal. Now it isotherwife here in the ftate of 
the Gofpel- Alas! we are carnal, it’s true. The 
Apoftle himfelf complains, Zhat there is a 
Law in his members rebelling againft the Law 
of bis mind, and leading him captive, &c. Yet 
notwithftanding the Gofpel accepts our obedi- 
ence, though the Law will not. What’s the 
reafon of this? why, it’s plain. When the Law 
comes, it looks fer juftice, it puts a ftrict 
rule to us, it requires we fhould be compleat: 
But now the Gofpel doth not fo, it requires 
not juftification of our own, but looks that 
being juftified by God’s free grace, we fhould 
Shew forth our thankfulnefs, and exprefs that 
we are fo in heart, by our obedience to our 
utmoft power. Fiere’s all the ftrictnefs of the 
Golpel. Jy there be a willing mind, it 1s accep~ 
ted according to that a man bath, and not accord- 
sig to What a man bath not, 2 Cor. 8,12. God 
takes well the defires of our mind. This 1s 
then our bleffed condition under the Gofpel: 
it requires not perfect obedience, but thank- 
fulneis for mercies received, and a willin 
mind, Suppofe we cannot do what we would, 
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that’s no matter. God looks to our affeéti- 
ons, and the willingnefs of our minds; if it be 
according to the ftrength that thou haft, it is 
received with acceptance. Here then arifes the 
fecond point of difference, and that 1s, 

Tue Law confiders not what thou now haf, 
but what thou once had. If thou fay, I have 
done my beft; and what? would you have a 
man do more then he can do? The Law 
heeds not that: it confiders not what thou doeft, 
but what thow oughtft to do. It requires 
that thou fhouldft perform obedience accord- 
ing to thy firft ftrength, and that perfection 
once God gave thee, in thy firft parent, thar 
all thou doeft fhould have love for it’s ground: 
that thou fhouldtft love the Lord thy God with- 
all thy foul, mind, heart, and firengib. Were 
the Law is very imperious, like thofe Taf- 
mafters in Egypt, that latd burthens on the 
Hfraelites too heavy for them to bear. ‘They 
had at firft materials, and then they deliver- 
ed in the full tale of bricks: But when the 
ftraw was taken from them, they complain of 
the heavinefs of their burthen. But what’s 
‘the anfwer? You are tdle, you are idle, you fhall 
deliver the fame tale of bricks as before. So 
ftands the cafe here. It’s not enough to plead, 
Alas! if I had ftrength, IT would do it, but 
I have not ftrength, I cannot doit. But the 
aw is peremptory, you muft do it you are 
compell’d by force, you fhall do it. The 
impoffibility of our fulfilling it, does not ex- 
empt us, as appears by comparing Kom. 8, 
3, with Rom. 7, 6, although it be impoffibie, 

ay 


2 
‘ 


SERMON, V. ae 


as the cafe ffands, for the Law to be by us 
fulfilled, yet we are held under it, as appcars 
plainly thus. If I deliver a man a ftock of 
money whereby he may gain his own Jiving, 
and be advantageous to me, and he fpend 
it, and when I require mine own with incicalt, 
he tells me, True Sir, I received fuch a fan 
of money of you for this puipofe, bur J 
have fpent it, and am unable to pay tt. Wil 
this ferve the turn? will it fatisfy the creditor, 
or difcharge the debt? No, no, the Law will 
have it’s own of him. If thou payeft not 
thy due, thou muft be fhut up under it. 
Unoerr the Gofpel, although I am fallen, 
yet if [ repent, the ercareil” fine thar -1s (cain-= 
not condemn me. By repentance f am fafe. 
Ker oursinis. be never Mos 781 cit, tet. Ieee 
return by iepentance, God accepts us. Daitur 
and repentance remove al! The Liw knows 
no fuch thing. Look into the Laws of the 
Realm. If aman be indtdéicd and convicted 
o: Treafon, Murthe:, or Felony, thovzh this 
man plead, Tive I have commitved fuch an 
offence, but I befcech you Su, pardon it, 
for Tam heartily foty fer it: J mover did the 
like before, nor never will again. Taoouh 
he thus’ repent, {hall “he efape = Moy the-aa- 
gour of the Law will execure infice on hia: 
there is no benefit had by repentance, the 
Law will feize on him; he fhould have look- 
ed to it before. If thou commuttet’ olviur- 
ther, o. Burglary, it’s not enough ty pur one 
good deed for another, to fay, 2B ohawe slo 
thus and thus for the King, i kept fuch a 
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Fort, or I won fuch a town: this will nof 
ferve thy turn, it will net fave thy neck: 
the Law takes no knowledge of any good 
thing done, or of any repentance. This 1s 
thy eftate. Confider then what a cafe they 
are in that are fhut up under the Law: until 
a man hath faith, 1t admits no excufe, re- 
quires things far above thy power to per- 
form, it will acccpt no repentance: And there- 
fore we may well make this conclufion in the 
Galatians, As many as are under the Law, 
ave under the curfe, as it 1s written, Curfed is 
every one that continues not im all things that 
are written 1a the book of the Law to do them. 
Bur now, where are we thus fhut up? Is 
under Sr, as the Apoftle tells us. For the Law 
difcovers fin ta berfin tudeed: that fin by the 
commandment may become exceeding finful, Rom. 
7, 713. The Law makes us fee more of it 
then we did, or pofibly could come to have feen, 
Ron 3, 20. By the Lawcometh the knowledge 
of fin: I had not known fin but by the Law. 
Yes, peradventure | might have known Mur- 
ther, Adultery, &%c. to have been fins; but to 
have known them to have been exceeding 
Gnful, 1 couldnot but by rhe Law. Yo know 
what a kind of plague fin 1s in itfelf, fo as 
not to make a jefl of it, or a fmall matter, 
as many ufually make it, to fee the finful- 
nefs of it, I cannot without the Law. But 
that we may know what fin 1s, and that we 
may fee it to be exceeding finful, I heie bring 
you a few confiderations, which If would have 
you ponder on, and enlarge them to ieee 
elves 
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felves when you come home. | 
ConsipER the bafenefs of him that offends, 
and the excellency of him that is offended: 
You fhall never know what fin ts without 
this twofold confideration. Jav them together, 
and it will make fin out of meafure finful. 
See in David. That drunkards made fongs and 
ballads of btm. We aggravates the indignity of- 
fered him, 1n that he was their King, yet that 
thofe wretched and filthy beafls the drunkards 
made fongs of bim. See ir likewile in Fob, Chap. 
29. when he had declared unto them in what 
glory he once was, that he was a chief ma- 
eiftrate and aprince in the country. Then 
fee Chap. 20. They that ere younger than me 
have me in dertfiou, whofe fatbers I would bave 
difdain’d to pave fet wild the dogs of my flock. 
He aggravates the offence. Fuft, from the 
dignity of the perfon wionged. Then fron 
the bafenefs and vilenefs of thofe who de- 
rided him, They were juch as we.e younger than 
be, fuch as whofe fathers be would buve dif- 
dain'd to have fet with the dogs of his flocks. 
A great indignity, and mightily aegravated 
by thete circumitances Now fome piopor- 
tion there might be berween David and the 
drunkards, Fob aud thefe men, but between 
thee and God what propoition can there be? 
Who art thou therefore that dareft fet thy- 
felf in oppofition and 1ebellion again{t God? 
What, a bafe worm that crawleth on the earth, 
duft and afhes, and yet darefl thou thy Maker? 
Doft thou (faith God) lift thyfelf up againtt 
me before whom all the powers of Heaven 
dg tremble? whom the Angels do adore? 


Exalteft 


96 SERMON, VV. 


Exalteft thou thyfelf againft me who inhabit 
Etcrmty®? What, oppofe thyfelf, a bafe crea~ 
ture, to Almighty God thy Creator? Confi- 
der this, and let the bafenefs of the delinquent, 
and the Majefty and Glory of that God a« 
gainfi whom he offends, be the firft aggrava- 
tion of fin, and thou fhalt find fin out of 
meafuie finful. 

Comsipger the fmallnefs of the Motives, and 
the littlenefs of the inducements that pertuade 
thee fo vile a cicatuic, to fet thyfelf againft 
{fo glorious a God. If, 1t were great matters 
fet tnee a work, as the faving of thy life, it 
were fomewhat. But fee how fmall and little 
a thing does ufually draw thee to fin. A 
dict'e profit .t may be, or pleafure. It may 
be newher of thefe, or not fo much. When 
tact b-catLeft out oaths, and belchelt out 
fearful Glaiphemies egainft God, when thou 
rendceft ail teareft his dieadful and teirible 
name. what makes fuch abafe and vile villain 
as thou thus to fy mn God’s face? Is there 
any profit of delight 1n breathing forth blafphe- 
mies.) Viotit <thor cant «take .none,,and af 
thou take plcafure init, then thou art worfe 
then the Devil himfelf This 1s the fecond 
Confideration which may make us to fee the 
vilenefs of fin, and abhoi ourfelves for it: to 
wit, the “Mlendeinets of the temptations, and 
Ymallnels of the motives to it. 

Avp what ftrone helps and means God 
heath given thee to keep thee from fin. As, 

‘ thon fhould{t confider the bafenefs of the 

sauent, the glory of the offended, the mean 
os which caufe fo bafe a creature to he 
: Q 


fo vile an act, fo alfo confider the great means 
God hath given thee to keep thee from fin. 

He hath given thee his word, and this will 
sreatly ageravate thy fins, to fin againit his 
word, Gew. 3,11. When Godconvinces ddam, 
he proceeds thus with him: Haff thou (faith 
he) eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee 
that thou fhouldft not eat? What, haft thou 
done it, as if thou wouldft do it on purpofe 
to crofs God? God hath given thee an ex- 
‘prefs command to the contrary, and yet haft 
thou done this. Haft thou fo often heard 
the Law, and pray’d, Lord bave mercy on me, 
and incline my heart to keep this Law, and yet 
wilt thou lye, fwear, commit adultery, and 
dea) falfely, and that contrary to the com- 
mand of God, obftinately difobey him. 

- Now God hath not only given this great 
means of his word and commandment, but 
great grace too, Where underftand that there 
is not only final grace, but degrees of grace: 
elfe the Apoitle would not have faid, receiv’d 
not the grace of the Lord ‘fefus Cbrift in vain. 
Confider then how much grace thou haft re- 
ceived in vain. How many motions to good 
haft thou rejected. Perhaps thy heart is touch- 
ed at this Sermon, though it 1s rot my tongue, 
nor the tongue of the moft elegant in the 
world that can touch the heart, but the Spirit 
that comes along with his word. Now when 
thou Yindeft with the word a Spirit te go 
with ir, it 18 a grace. If thy confcience be 
enlightened, and thy duty revealed to thee, 
fo that it tells thee what thou art, what thou 
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ought’{ft to do, and not to do, it is a grace. 
Now :f for all this thou blindly runnett 
through, and ait never the better, but obfti- 
nately fetteft thyfelf againit God, and doeft 
many things which others that have not re- 
ceived the fame grace would not have done, 
know then that thou receivefl this grace 14 
vain, and thy cafe 1s lamentable. 

ak God’s great Goodnefs towards 
thee. 

First, his goodnefs in himfelf. There's no- 
thing but goodnefs, infinite goodnefs in him, 
and canft thou find in thy heart to fin a- 
gainft fogood a God. To offend and wrong 
a good difpofition’d perfon, one of a iweet 
nature and affection, 1t ageravates the fault, 
°tis pity to wrong or huit fuch a one as in- 
jures nobody. Now fuch a one is God, in- 
finite in goodnefs, rich in mercy, very good- 
nefs itfelf, and therefore it muft needs agera~ 
vate the foulnefs of fin to fin againft him: 
But now hets not only thus in himfelf, but 

SrconpDLy, He’s good to thee, Rom. 2. De- 
fpifeft thou the riches of bts gvodnefs and for- 
bearance? What haft thou that thou haft not 
received from his bountiful hand. Confider 
of this, and let this be a means to draw thee 
off from thy finfulnefs. When David had 
greatly finned againit God, and when God 
brings his murther home to him, he pleads 
thus with him: ben thou wert nothing im thine 
own eyes, I brought thee (faith God) #0 the 
Kingdim, I tock thee from the fheep-fold, and 
exalted thee, and brought thee to a plentiful seek 
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And may not God fay the hke to us. dnd 
do you thus requite the Lord, O you fool- 
ifh people and unwife, that the more his mercy 
and goodnefs is to you, the higher your fins 
fhould be againft him. 

Bestpes, Coniider more then all this, we 
have the examples of good men before our 
eyes. God commands us not what we can- 
not do: If God had not fet fome before our 
eyes that walk in his ways, and do his will, 
then we might fay that thefe are precepts that 
none can perform: But we have patterns, of 
whom we may fay, fuch a man I never knew 
to lie, fuch a one never to {fwear, and this 
fhould be a means to preferve us from finning, 
Heb. 11. Noah was a good man, and being 
moved with fear, defpifed not the threatening 
of God, but du2lt the Ark, and thereby cond.m- 
ned the world. Wis example condemned the 
world, in that they followed it not, although 
it were fo good, but continued 1n their great 
fins. So, art thou a wicked debauched perfon. 
There 1s no good man _ but fhall condemn thee 
by his example. It’s a gieat crime zm the 
land of uprightnefs to do wickedly« to be pro- 
fane, when the righteous by their blamelefs 
lives may teach thee otherwule. 

Awpb laftly, add to all the confideration of 
the multitude and weight of thy fins. Hadft 
thou finned but once or twice, or in this or 
that, it were fomewhat tolerable. But thy 
fins are great and many: they are heavy, and 
thou continually encreafeft their weight, and 
addeft to ther number. Fer. 5, 6. A lyon 
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out of the forest foall flay them, and a wolf of 
the evening foall.fpoil them, a leopard fhall watch 
over their Citres, and every one that goeth out 
thence fhall be torn in preces. Why? RBecaufe 
their tranfgreffions are many, and ther back-~ 
Jlidings are wecreafed. Wf thou hadft committed 
but two, or three, or four fins, thou mightft 
have hope of pardon; but when thou fhalt ne- 
ver have done with thy God, but wilt be ftill 
increafing, fill multiplying thy fins, How can 
JI pardon thee? Thus David fets out his own 
fins in their weight and number, P/al. 38, 4. 
Mine tniquities are gone over my head, as an 
heavy burthen they are too heavy for me. ‘The 
continual multiplying of them adds to their 

heap both in number and weight. | 
Tuus 1 have fhew’d you what the Law does 
in refpect of fin, that it makes fin appear in 
its own colours, and fets it forth to be, as 
indeed it is, exceeding finful. But the Law 
does not yet leave fin, nor let it efcape thus: 
But as the Law difcovers our finfulnefs and 
accurfednefs by fin, it’s wietghednefs and mans 
mifery by it, till his bleffednefs comes from 
the hands of his Saviour, fo it lays down the 
miferable eftate he 1s lable to for it- If he 
will not fpare God with his fins, God will 
not fpare him with his plagues. Let us con- 
fider of this accurfednefs fin biings on us: 
God will not let us go fo, but as long 23 we 
are under the Law, we ate under the curfe; 
and till we are in Chrift, we can expect no- 
thing but that which fhould come fiom the 
hand of a provoked God. Affure thyfeli, oe 
that 
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that pleafeft thyfelfin thy abominations, that 
God w «not take this at thine hands, that by 
fo bafe acreature as thou art, fo vile a thing 
as fin 1s fhould be committed againft him. 
But of the weeful effedis of fin, which is God's 
“Orath, we will fpeak the next time. 
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WOLUNTG US TIIAT WE HAVE SINNED. 


{ DrcLrarib unto you heretofure what we are 
to conuder in the fkate of a natuial man, a 
man that is not new. moulded, a man that 
isnot cut (om “fran {ins own. flack, a. ma, 
that is not imgiafted into Chrift, he 1s tne fon 
Of im.chesAs.wchiliof, ceath. “i cdeciared be- 
[eiciwhate tic. natires of fini sis: Cand ‘nowy | 
come to fhew what the dreadful eficcéts of fin 
aie, the confeaueuce that follows upon fin, and 
that 1s woe and mufery, Wee unto us thet cw 
have finned. This woe is a fhorte woid, but 
there jieth much tn it. 

Wee and ongifo muft follow bim that conti- 
nueth finuins cgemp God. 

Anp when we hear this from the Minifteis of 
God, it is..asiaf, wey beard)that Angel, Ree. £5 
13. Fling though toe mdf? of heaven, dere a- 
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cing, Woe, woe, woe to the inbabttants of te 
earth. The Munifters of God are his Angels; 
and the fame that I now deliver to you, if an 
Angel fhould now come from Heaven, he 
would deliver no other thing. Theiefore con- 
fider that it 18 a vorwe from Heaven, that 
this woe, woe, woe, fhall reft upon the heads, 
upon the bodies and fouls of all them that 
will not yreld voto God, that will not floop 
to him, that will be then own mafteis, and 
fiand it out aga.ntl him: «ee, wor, wee, u.1t0 
them -all.* -ee anfo us Ips thes voice of the 
Church in general, not of one man, but woe 
unto us that we have finned. 

Tuat Imey now dcclare unto you what thefe 
woes are, note by the way thit L fpeak not 
to any pt.cvelar man, but to eveiy iman in 
general “Te“is’ not for met ttornakepyartienmian 
aoplieition, do you do that younfelves. We 
BT CI ean Ope Re OLY  SOLLTS CPi UT 
nvtutal contition™ we@ape tal alikes? Wy e@eare 
allo! one kind, and every kind generates irs 
own kind. ?ris an hereditery condition, and 
til toe Son make us free, we ave all fubjed 
to this woe. By nature we areall children of 
wrath as well as othe,s, Mph. 2,°3. Now that 
I m.y not fpeak of theie wocs in general, 
Y have fhew’d how two woes are poff, anda 
third woe 1s comtig. God proceeds punétually 
with us. And ate not our proceedings in 
Judiciary Courts after this manner? The Judge 
when he pronoanceth fentence, doth particu- 
Jarize the matter. Thou fhalt return to the glace 
from whence that caneft, thou foalt bave thy 
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bolts kunockt off, thou foalt be drawn to the 
place of execution, thou jhalt be hanged, thou 
Jealt be cut down, and quartered; and fo he goes 
on. Thus is it here, the Spit of God thinks 
it not enough to fay barely, che ftate of a 
finner 1s a woeful eftate , but the woes are punc- 
tually number’d, and this fhall be my practice. 
Now 

Lui fift thing that followeth after fin 1s 
this: Afterthe commuting of fin, there com- 
eth juch a condition into the foul that it 15 
defiled, volluted, and becorneth abominable. And 
this is the fiit woe. 

‘tur foul being thus defiled and abomina- 
ble, Ged locrbes it, tor God cannot endure to 
dwell *n a Alichy foul, he fiaitles as 1t were, 
and feems afzaid to come near it, he forfakes 
st, and cannot eraure it. And that’s the fe- 
cond wor: Fuft fin dchlesit, then God departs 
from it, there mufi be a divorce. 
~~ Warn God 1s departed from the foul, then 
the Devil enters wt, he piefently cones in and 
takes up the 1001n, there will be no empty 
Place. And thisis a fearful woe indeed- tor 
as foon as God is depatted from a man, he 
is leit tothe guidance of the Devil, his own 
flefh, and the world. Vhere will be no empty 
room in the heart. no fooner God departs, 
but thefe ftcp in and take God’s place. 

‘Tutnw in the fourth plice, after all this 1s 
donc, comes fin and cries for 1/5 wages, which 
19 decth. That terrible death which compte- 
heads it in all that ioll of curfes which ‘are 
wiieten un the Book of God, and not only 
3 | thofe 
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thofe, but the curfes alfo which are not written, 
Deut 28, which are fo many that they can- 
not be written. ‘hough the Book of God 
be a compleat Book, and the Law of God a 
perfect Law, yet here they come fhort, and _are 
umperfeét: For the curfes not written fhall light 
upon him, which are fo many as pen and ink 
cannot fet down, nay, as the very pen of God 
cannot exprefs them, fo many ere the cala- 
mities and forraws that fhall light upon th 
foul of every finful man. 

Now Jet us take thefe woes in pieces one 
after another. 

Tue filt woe is the polluting and defiling of 
the foul by fin. A thing it may be that we 
little think of; but 1f God once open our 
eyes, and fhew us what a black foul we have 
within us, and that every fin, every luftful 
thought, every coveruous act, every fin fetsa 
new fpot and itain upon the foul, then we 
fhiall. fee’ rt;\and ‘not! ull>ithen,; ofor-our“cyes 
are ‘carnal, and: :we/ cannot feesthis.°.1f once 
we did but fee our hateful and abominable 
fpots, that every fin tumbles us afrefh into 
the inire. did we fee what filth we have with- 
in us, we would hate and abhor ourselves as 
Fob did. It would be fo foul a fight, that it 
would make us out of our wits as it were, 
to -behold “ite Asi man thatdis'i buryinarural, 
cannot imagine what there 1s within him: 
But though he feeth it not, yet 2 25 manzfeft 


unto him that hath eyes like a flame of frre, 
Rev. 1, 14. 
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Our Saviour fhews the filthinefs of the 
heart by that whith proceeds out of the mouth, 
Mat. 1$, 18. Th fe tomes whiub proceed eut 
of the mouth, come trom the heart. And »v. 19. 
Oxt of the ‘heart preceed evil thoughts, &c. 
Obterve. Of all evils, we account evil thoughts 
the leait. This we think ftrange, what, thoughts 
defile aman? what, fo hene a matter as a 
thought. Can they make any impreifion? 
Ves are defile a man tog, leaving fuch a 
{pot behind them, whch nothing but the 
brond of Chrift can wafh away So many 
evil thoughts, fo inany blefphemies, fo many 
filthy things come from the heart, ae one 
being a oncw defilement ard pollution, that a 
Wangs mde sToulvilasby sat wardufdthy, thar 
be cennot believe that it is fo bad with hin 
eo deat iris Lhe Apotie having fhewn 
the conetorcrs then former life, and exhorted 
them agarnit byt W072 Ge gO.se On Cchepy 75 
v. 1 Ler us clean curforrves from all fililt- 
figs OP fifo cra spirit, — Riork then, there 
wom acuale hithincts, a filthin.is of the fiefh, 
and. of leans cf the fomit. Vhe filthincls of 


the ee that es Bee elolag acknowledeeth to 
be filthy carnality, Fornication, and Adultay, 
cm “nls bewral iets every one knows to 


be unclean Eurrthen there is a filth of the 
Sonic too, and fu. are evil theughts. ‘They 
fe the fltivicf the Spit, “Lhe Scomupzion 
whch cleaves to the bef thine 1s woift and 
moft dangerous. The foul is the ace thing, 
the mofl noble thing. the Sithiacfs which cleaves 
to it therefoie muit neecs be the greateft. 
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Flefhy filthinefs, as Adultery, is filthy; bue 
contemplative Adultery, to dwell thereon in the 
thought 1s worfe: however fuch a man mty 
be pure from the filth of the fiefh, yet if he 
delight himfelf in filchy thoughts, his Spirit 
is abominable in the fight of God: there is 
a ftain by every one of tay impure thoughts 
left behind. Wiowever an adiual fin’ be far 
greater then the fin of a thoucht, yet if toat 
be but once committed, and thele aie trequent- 
ly an thee, if then always he wallowing in the 
mire of thy unclesn thoughts, thy continue, 
tnerein makes tiv fin more abominable then 
Davids outward act which he but once corm t- 
tedi oS eatveciwe, dea tieve i$ ha git 2/9 ofa oP 
Ppivat es belles. toe yAarjaalinc sapere, Bisse 
have a wud fets out the Gltninefs cf it, which 
is (Jiperfurty.) £4) apare (reith nc) atl fl- 
thiacls aad f pe Tuty of nauchiines. 

Parse, tse. expretediby thelndme vol “gritos 
ne/s, fhowing tacies nothag fo denies a man 
as fin. 

Tarn itis cali’d fuperfuity of naushtincfs: 


Ss] : = v 
But what, is Uicre any naventinels to be bo.n 


with? And whet exceeds thit, as it fuperMuity? 


No, that’s notthe meaning of the piace By 
Jupe luity, is meant tlie exc cienis of pon. VWxere- 
mnents are the refn'e of meat wren the good 
nourish nent is taken away fronic. And ’vs 
as ifthe Mpo.tle had faid, Ley afide f.tas, net, 
oi oc vrrientit[*o.s fa The word wasufed in the 
Cerernonis of tis Jews, and thereby we may 
fee what was tought concerning Ga, Diu. 27, 


y 
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whither thou fbalt go, &c. Though the cont- 
parifon be homely, yet it fhews the Althinefs of 
the fin, thatit is as avery excrement. 

But what, did God care for thefe things? 
No, it was toteach them a higher matter. As 
the reafon following implies. For rhe Lord 
thy God «walketh in the midf? of the Cams. 
God would thereby fhew theny, that thofe things 
at which every man holdeth his nofe, are not 
fo filthy to man, as fin is unto God. So that 
you fee how the cafe ttands with a finful man: 
fin defiles him, it pollutes him 
' Anp then in the next place, /¢ makes God's 
foul to bate and abhor him. I’s true, fome 
fins there are that every man imagineth to bé 
fhameful and filthy, but we fee all fin 1s fo 
to God, ’tis jfilthinefs of fielh and fpirit. B 
man may hate carnality, flefhly filthinefs; 
peradventure alfo he may hate covetuoufnefs, 
but pride and prodrgality he thinks he may get 
credit by, and that he cannot maintain the re- 
putation of a Gentleman without them. A 
miferable thing, that a man fhould account 
that an ornament of the foul, which doth de- 
file and pollute it. If a man fhould take the 
excrements of a beaftto adoin h&imfelf, would 
not we think him mad? Well, when we thus 
defile ourfelves by fin, God cannet endure us, 
he is forcéd to turn from us, he abhors us: 
And that’s the next woe. 

Wuen thou haft made thyfelf fuck a black 
foul, fuch a fty, then God muft be gone, he 
cannot endure ‘to dwell there: It ftands noc 
with his honour, and with the purity of his ma- 
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ture to dwell in fuch a polluted heart, there 
muft now be a divorce. Holine/s becomes bts 
houfe for ever. Its delight 1s in the Samts. He 
is King of ‘the Saints, he will not be in a 
{ty. When thou haft thus polluted and defiled 
thy foul, God and thee mult prefently part: 
God puts thee off, and thou putteft God off 
too.. We iead in that place before alledged, 
Eph. 2, 12, that before they knew Chniiit, 
they were wzthout God in the .world, &c. 
Athertts, Andin chap. 4. v. 18. Having your 
uuderfiari no darkened, evd being altenated from 
the life of God turotgh the tgnorance that 1s tn 
them. The prefence of God is the life of our 
fouls, aod we having tn.ough fin and 1gn0:ance 
banhed God, we become itrangers untill the 
tinie=* OLVoul ins aiiih oa prom Clint sweat e 
al‘ens to the lite of God: whereupon comes 
amvtuel hind of abhoring one another. God 
ebhors us, and we vile and filthy wretches 
abnei ‘God again. | “Chere “fs” éntmey berwre 
God aad us, and berwecn all that bclorgs to 
God, and all that belongs to us. There’s an 
epmuty betwixt God and us, and oblerve the 
ENorcmond Of it, ‘Letie 255 ts ere ok = arte 
afpye my fratutes, or if sow fouls foell abbor 
GL gudsniedls, fo ivat yeu well not do iny com- 
manaments, &c See here how we berin to 
abo: Cod, and then for iidgemcat on fuch 
perioas, v.30, Aly yor) Gall abhor vox. We 
ave not behind hard with Goel in this abhor- 
aD) DS a eta, Ides 2 Vat ed ae and 
tude font 2bb0red tue. Whea  y.e begin to ab- 
hor tzed,. God’s foul alls “abhois “us.?° When 
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a man hath fuch a polluted foul, he becomes 
a@ hater of Ged, and hated of hrm. When thou 
hatt {uch a ftinking foul, God muft needs loath 
it, as a moft loathfome thing, and thou art 
not behind with God neither. Thy filthinefs 
makes God abhor thee, and thou abhorreft 
him And this is thy cafe, by hating, thou 
art hated of God. 

Nor is this all the enmity. There is en- 
mity alfo betwixt ail thac belongs to Ged, and 
all that belongs to us. God’s children and 
the wicked have c.ct an enmity betwixt them, 
fuch an enmuty as will never be reconcil’d, It’s 
fet down in Prov. 29, 27. An unjufe man 1s 
an abomudaation to the yuft, and be that 1s upright 
in bis way, 1s ant abomtinaticn to the wicked, 
Juft as it13 between God and the feed of the 
jurpenty do suf jis. .betweem both ithe:yfeeds.i;:27 
qwiked mad ts an abomination to the jufty and 
au upright man 13 an abommatron to the wicked. 
There 1s a pale of abomination fet between 
them. fo thac this 1s the fecond woe. We 
come now to the tld. 

Awp the thid woe is that which immediatly 
follows God’s leaving of us. When we have 
polluted oufelves with fin, and God by reafon 
the:eof abhors us, and turns fiom us, then are 
there others ready prefertly to take up the 
room, fo foon as God depaits, the Devil fteps 
in and becomes thy God. He was thy God 
by Creation, this by ufuipation: Hie was thy 
Father that would have given thee every good 
thing, but now thou art fatherlefs, or rather 
weorle, thou haft the Devil for thy Father, and 

better 


SERMON, -VI. 114 


~ 


better isitto be without one. When the Devil is 
thy Father, his works thou muft do When 
the Spuit of God departed front Saul, prefrt- 
ly the cv.d Spertt entered tuto bint, 1 Sam. 16, 
14. Ifthe good Spirit be gone out. the evil 
Spirit foon comes inp he comes and takes 
poffeMion, and is thercfore called Jae Ged of 
this wuld: And while we are la tiat fate, we 
walk ofter the coufe cf hia leat we eth iat 
the thud en of dtfobvaunee, Ve would accoant 
it aterrible thipg, for ourfel. 5, cf any of cu 
chiltren}) to be podeffed ofa aDevab=Puu wee 
jtisto be pofiiffed of this Devil thou hagwelt 
not ft’s not hair fo b d to hove a Legion pof- 
fefs thy body, as t. Lave bur oc to poflels 
thye fowl ss} les hecomey thy eGddyand: thou 
mut do his worl, he will tytsunize over 
theeo | VWeowata tearitil “inne rhe,eorecisi this, 
that as feon as Gud cepais fiom us, and for- 
fases us, and we lin, thac the Devil thouwld 
prefuutiv, come in his roun, and take up the 
near Mavi dv iaetia Ge An Oe be, ¢ 
te Benes pajt ye weld @cordag to ibe coutfe 
of the wold, accodng Ce &Wsfoon as God 
leaves a min, whit a feaitl compiny affall 
him? ‘They all concur tozecher the waild, 


the flefh, and the Devil. Thefe take God's 
pices 


Tae world is like the tide, when aman hath 


the tide with him, he hath gicat ady antape 
of him that rows againft the tye. 


Bur here is the Devil roo, ‘lhe world 1s 
a f{wift current, and befides this coines the 
Devil and fills the heart, the Prince of the 


power 
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power of the air. While thou weit carried 
with the world, thou went’ft with the ftieam, 
and hadil the tide with thee; but now the 
Devil being come, thou haft both wind and 
tide. 

But this is not ali There muft be fome- 
thing in thineown difpofition too, that it may 
be cowpleatly filled: Though there be wind 
and tide, yetifihe fhip be a flug, it will not 
make thar hafle that another Leht faip will: 
‘Therefore here is the Acth too, and the ful- 
filling the defires theicof, which is a quick: 
and tanmbleaweficl wand his. rmakese up the 
miiter.. So that if. ve confider the wind anil 
tide, and dirhtiach off themtarpjcit wil ay pear 
bow the room ois tied: And Low wecfal mutt 
Miedosem obietwarhoniaiaenbs Seber feartl 
tod ta fraud (oll. dred” ain corSatan;ubuy rot 
dehaiyitaWe.s soebodd Aen ard ewp coma aes “Ovrn, 
luis <n atiby thew.y obferve ths fu7ia gound, 
God never gives us vp, God neve, forfakes us 
Bibsavcan i Horfakel him otlderrs: Pilobuture- 
hand with us in Going us good; Lut in point 
of iin. we ourfelves sre tirit. In the point of 
foifakins we are albvays beforehand with 
God it at fhoutd be propeled to thec, 
qheth¢ sc tou wilt forfake “Godegi ithe: Devi, 
and thou dott forfuke God, and choofetl the 
evil, thoa defurvedt thot he fhould take pof- 
{ion in thee. When aman fhall obtiunately 
renew his giofs fins, doth he not deferve to 
be given up? Objerve the cafe in our fit 
Pirents. God told the woman one thing, the 
Devil peifaades her another, fhe hearkens to 
; a the 
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the Devil, and believes him rather then God; 
and when we fhall defGire to ferve the Devil 
rather then God, the God that made us, 
and that made heaven for us, do we not de- 
ferve to be given upto him? For his servants 
we are, whom we obey. And thus we fee how 
fearful a thing it 1s to be delivered up to our- 
felves, andto the Devil, Pfal. 81, 11. Firft 
they foifake God: God comes and offers him- 
felf unto them, I will be thy God, thy Father, 
thou fhalt want nothing yet notwithftanding 
Ifiael would not bear, they would bave none of 
we. And then, if thcu wilt have none of me, 
J will have none ef thee, futh God. Then 
ive what follows; i v.12). God conimits the 
prifoner to hunfele  geve teem up to thew 
oun beats lufs, &c. And there’s no cafe fo 
defperate as thts, when God fhall fay, lt thou 
wilt bethine own Malle:, be thine own Matfter,. 
Thus to be given up toa mans felf, 1s worfe 
then to be given up unto Satan: To be eiven 
up unto Satan may be for thy fafety, but there’s 
not 2 mountain of God’s wrath greater, then 
to give aman up unto hinfelf We would fain 
go over the hedges, oat when God loves us, 
be bedges up our ways, Llof 2, 6. If Godloves 
us, he will not leave us to ourfelves, though 
we defire it. But when God fhall fay, go thy 
ways if thou wilt not be kept in, be thine 
own Mafter, thisis a moft fearful thing. And 
this isthe third woe Fuitthe foul is polluted 
with fin, it forfakes God, and God forfakes it: 
then the world, the Neth, and the Devil, thefe 
fill up the 100m, and then what follows when 


thefe 
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thefe three rule within? But all kinds of fn: 
And fo all kinds of punifhment, which is the 
next woe. 

Anb this. woe brings tn all the curfes of 
Alinighty God. Sin calls for it’s wages, viz. 
Death, Death. ‘That’s the payment of all: The 
wages of fin 1s death. And this is the neat 
thing which I fhall open and explain. 

Now in handling hereof, I will firft thew 
how death in general muft of neccflity follow 
fin, that thou that who haft forfaken the fountain 
of life, art liable to eveilafting death. And 
for this fee fome places of fcripture, Rom. 6, 
2, 3. The wages of finis death. Confides then 
firftt what this wages is. Wages 1s a thing which 
muft be paid: If you have an hireling, and 
your hireling receive not his wages, you are 
fure to hea: of it, and God will hear of it too, 
Fames 5, 4. He whrh keeps lack the wages of 
the labourer, or of the bueling, their crte wll 
come into the ears of the Lord of Sabtath. As 
long as hirelings wages are unpaid, God's errs 
are filled with their cries,” Pays me yey wages, 
pay me my wages, So fin cries, and it 1s a 
dead voice, Pey se my wages, pay me my Weges, 
the wages of fia 1s death, And fin nevei leaves 
ciying, never lets God alonc, never gives 
him refl nll this wages be paid. When Caz 
had fain Abe], he thought he fhould never have 
heard any more on’t; but fin hath a voice, 
The vorce of thy brothers bleed cites unto ime 
from the ground. So Gen. 18, 20. the Lord 
faith concerning Sodom. Beceufe the cry of So- 
dom 1s great, and thew fin very grievous, there- 
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fore I will go down and fee whether they have 
done according to the cry that 1s come up tnto 
mine ears. Asif the Lond had fard,- It’s aloud 
ciy, Ican have no reft for it, therefore I will 
go down and fee, &c. If aman had his ears 
open, he would continually hear fin crying 
unto God, Pay me my wages, pay me my Wages, 
kill this finful foul: And though we do not 
hear it, yet fo it 1s. The dead and dole- 
ful found thereof fills Heaven: it makes God 
fay, I will go down and fee, &c. Till fin 
receives it’s wages, God hath noieft. Again, 
fee Rom. 7, 11. Stn taking occafion by the com- 
mandment, decetved me, and by it flew me. I 
thought fin not to have been fo great a mat- 
ter as tat 1s. We think’ Of IL as ot a~ Uiatren, 
of profit or pleafure, and thereupon are enticed 
to fin, but heie’s the mufchief, fin decezves us. 
It isa weight, it pieffes down, 1t deceives men, 
it’s moire then they deemed it to be. Tne 
committing of fin 1s as it were running thy- 
felf upon the point of God’s blade. Sin at 
firf€ may flatrer thee, but it will deceive thee: 
It’s like Foabs kifs to Amafa. Amafa was not 
aware of the fpear that was bebwnd, till be {mote 
at into bis ribs that be died. When fin entices 
thee on by profits and pleafures, thou art not 
aware that it will flay thee: But thou fhale 
find 2¢ wzll be Sitterne/s in the end. Rom. 6, 
What frutt bad you then in thofe things where- 
of you are now afoemed? Blood and death is 
the end of the Tragedy. The end of thofe 
things 15 death. The fiing of death is fin, 1 
Cor, 15. Whatis fin? Ifs the fling of death: 


Death 
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Death would not be death unlefs fin were in it. 
Sin is more deadly then death itfelf. It’s fin 
enableth death to fling, enableth it to hurt and 
wound us. So that we may look on fin, as 
the Barbarians looked on the viper on Pauls 
hand, they expeéted continually when he would 
, have fwollen and burft, Sin bites like a fnake 
which is called a fiery ferpent, not that the 
ferpent is fiery, but becaufe it puts a man in- 
to fuch a flaming heat by their poifen. And 
fuch 1s the fting of fin, which carries poifon 
in it, that had we but eyes to fee our uglinefs 
by it, and how it inflames us, we fhould con- 
tinually, every day look when we fhould buift 
with e.g rhe Apoltie, “ames 13 "15, uleth" a- 
nother metaphor. S22 when it 1s eccomplifbed 
bringeth forth death, (as the o1iginal) Gn goeth 
as it were with child with death. “Phe woid 
is proper to a woman in labour, who is 
in torment till fhe is delivered. Now as 
if fin were this woman, he ufeth it in the 
feminine gender. Sous it with fin, fin 1s in 
Peri ecrics oui hat no ret cist ‘be— ce— 
livered of this death bith, till it have brought 
forth death. That 1s, fin grows great with 
child with death, and then it not only deferves 
death, but it produceth and actually brings 
it forth. 

Now confider with youttelves, death is 4 
fearful thing. When we come to talk of death, 
how doth it amaze us? The Piiefts of Nod 
are biought before Saul for relieving David, 
and he faith, Thou foalt furely die Abimelech. 
And this is your cafe, you fhall furely de 
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death is terrible even to a good man. As 
appears in Hezekiab, who though he weie a 
good man, yet with how fad a heart doth he 
entertain the meffage of death? the news of 
it affrighted him, it went to his heart, if 
made him tara to the wall and weep ‘iow 
cometh it to pafs that we are fo carclefs of 
death? that we are fo full of infidelity, toat 
when the word of God faith, £6. u fhalt die, we 
are not at all moved by it. What, 
think thefe are fables? Do we think God 1s not 
in earneft with us? By this means we fall 
into a queftioning, whether God’s threais are 
true or not. That which was the deceit of 
our firft Parents, 1s ours. Satan difputes not 
whether fin be lawful or not. wheche: eatine 
the fruixc was unlawful: whether drankenefs, 
€Sc, be lawful, he’l not deny but it is un- 
Jawful. But -when God faith, If thou doff eat, 
&c, thou fhalt die: he denies it, and faith, ye 
fhall net die We would hide our eves trom 
the punifhment of fin) Thus ve loft our- 
felves at the firtt, and che floods of fin came on 
in this manner. we belteved not God when he 
faid, If thov doff eat thou fhalt fu.ely die and 
fhall we renew that capital tin of our Parents, 
and think if we do fin we fhall not an? This 
adds to the height of all our fins, that when 
God faith, if thou dof live in fin, 
die, and yet we will not belheve him thit 
when he fhall come and threaten us, as he 
doth, .Dext.: 29, whenshe fhall ,cuife, aad we 
fhall blefs ourfelves in our bearts, cud fe, we 
foall have peacz though we £0 it; Sr The 
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Lord will not fpare that man, but the anger of 
She Lord and bis jealoufy fhall fmoak againft 
bin. Jt is no fmalk fin when we will not 
believe God; This is as being thirfty before, 
we now add drunkennefs to our thirft: That 
is, when God fhall thus pronounce curfes, he 
thall yet dl-/s bimfelf, and fay, I hope I foall do 
well enough for all that. "There are two words 
to that bargain. Then fee what follows, Te 
anger of the Lord and his jealoufy fhall fmoak 
againft that man, &c. We are but now entered 
into the point, but it would make your hearts 
quake and throb within you, if you fhould hear 
the particulars of it. All that I have done, 
is to perfuade you to make a right choice, to 
take heed of Satans delufions. Why will ye die? 
Ezek. 33. Therefore caft away your fins, and 
wake ou anew heart and anew fprrit, for why 
wrt you die? Where the golden candleftick 
ftands, there Chrift walks, there he faith, F am 
wb you. ‘Wheie the word 1s preached, there 
Chrift is, and when the word fhakes thy heart, 
take that time, now choofe life. Why well you 
die? Confider of the matter: Mofes put before 
the people lyfe and death, bleffiing and curfing: We 
put life and death before youin a better man- 
ner: He wasa Muntfler of the latter, we of the 
Spirits. Now choofe hfe. But if you will not 
hearken, but will needs try conclufions with 
God, therefore becaufe you well choofe your own 
conclufion, and wll not hearken unto God, becaufe 
40% cull needs try conclufions with him, well not 
chey him when he calls, therefore he will turn 
bis deaf ear unto you, and when you call and 
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ery, be will not anfwer, Prov. 1. I preis this 
the more, to move you to make a mht choice. 

But now tocurn to the other fide, as their 
is nothing but death the wages of fin, and 
as IT have fhew’d you where death 1s, fo give 
me leave to direé&t you to the feuntain of life: 
There 1s life in our bleffed Saviour, if we have 
but an hand of faith to touch him, we fhall 
draw virtue from him to raife us up froin the 
death of fin to the life of righteoumnels, 1 Fehr Fy 
12. Ue that bath rhe Son bith life, be that 
bath not the Son bath not hfe. You have head 
of adeath that cornes by the firit ddenz and 
fin, and to that ftock of oviginal fin we had 
from him, we have added a gicat heip of 
our own actual fins, and to have treafuied wp 
unto ourfelves wraith agatift the day of wral. 
Now here 1s a great treafure of happinefs on 
the other Gde in Chrift, beve the Sou, and bave 
life. The queflion 1s now, whether you will 
choofe Chrift and life, or fin and death? Con- 
fider now the Munifler ttands in God’s fiead, 
and befeeches you in his name, he fpcaks aoe 
of himfelf, but from chit Ira aan be hepe 
from nourifhment a while, we know what death 
he muft die: If we receive not Chrift, we 
cannot have jife, we know that theiris hfe to be 
had from Chrift, and he that fhall by a true 
and lively faith receive Chrifl, fhall have life 
by him. ‘There 1g as it were a pair of in- 
dentures diawn up between God and a mans 
foul: there is blood fhed, and by 1 pardon of 
fin, and life convey’d unto thee on Chrift’s 
pat. Now if there be faith and 1epentance 
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on thy part, and thou accept of Chrift as he 
js offered, then thou mayft fay, JI bave the 
Son, and as certainly as I have the bread which 
io Give), thee in’ the -Sacrament ain my: hand, 
L fball have life by bim. This I fpeak but by 
the way, that theSun might not fet in a cloud, 
that I might not end only in death, but that 
I might fhew that there is away to recover 
out of that death to which we have all na- 
turally piccipitated ourferves. 





SERMON; 


SERMON, VII, 





ROMAN sy 6, 23. 


THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH, 


“Tue laft day I entered on the Declarati- 
on of the fad effects and confequences of fin, 
and in general fhew’d that it is the wrath of 
sod; that where fin 1s, there wrath muft fol- 
low. As the Apoftle to the Epiftle of the Ga- 
lattans, As many as are under the works of the 
Law, are under the curfe. Now ali that may 
be expected from a God highly offended, 1s 
comprehended in Scripture by this term Death, 
Wherefoever fin enters, death muft follow, 
Rom. 5, 2. Death paffed over all men, foraf- 
much as ali bad finned: If we are children of fin, 
we mutt be children of wraith, Eph. 1, 3. We 
are then children of wrath even as others. Now 
concerning death in general, I fhew’d you the 
Jaft time, that the flate of an unconverted man 
}s a dead and defperate eftate: He is a flave. 


It 


i122 SERMON, VIL, 


It would affright him if he did but know his 
own flavery, and what it 1s that hangs over 
his head: that there’s but a fpan betwixt him 
and death, he could never breath any free aur, 
he could never be at reft, he could never 
be free from fear. Heb. 2, 15, the Apottle 
faith that Chriff came to deliver them, that through 
fear of death were all their life-time fubjed to 
bondage. "This bondage 1s a deadly bondage, 
that when we have done all that we can do, 
what’s the payment of the fervice? Death: And 
the fear of "this deadly bondage, 1f we were 
once fenfible, 1f God did open our eyes and 
fhew us, as he did Belfhazzar, our doom writ- 
ten, did we but fee it, 1¢ would make our 
joints loofe, and our knees knock one agamft ano- 
ther. Jivery day thou liveft, thou approacheft 
nearer to this death, to the accomplifhment 
and confummation of it: death without, and 
death within, dearth tn this world, and 1a the 
world to come. 

Now to unfold the particulars of death, and 
to fhew you the ingredients of this_ bitter 
cup, that we may be weary of our eftates, 
that we may be drawn out of this death, and 
be made to flyto the Son, that we miy be 
free indeed. Obferve, that Death is not here 
to be undeiftood of a feparation of the foul 
from the body only, but a greater death than 
that, the death of the foul and body. We have 
mention made of a jirft refurreffion, Rev. 20, 6, 
Bleffed and happy 1s be that hath is part im 
the firft refurreciton, for on fuch the fecond death 
bath no power, What is the firft retueeecign 
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ft is a rifing from fin. And what is the fe- 
cond death? It is everlafting damnation. The 
firft death is a death unto fin, and the firft 
refurrection 1s a rifing from fin. 

Anp fo for all the judgments or troubles 
that appertain to this death, all a man fuffers 
before. It is not as fools think, the laft blow 
that falls the tree, but every blow helps forward. 
>Tis not the laft blow that kills the man, 
but every blow that goes before, makes way 
unto it. Every trouble of mind, every anguifh, 
every ficknefs; all thefe are as fo many ftrokes, 
that fhoicen our Jife, and haften our end, and 
are as it were fo many deaths: Therefore 
however it 1s faid by the Apoftle, J¢ 25 appoint- 
ed for all men once to die, yet we fee the A-~ 
pottle to the Cormthians of the great conflicts 
that he had, in 2 Cor. 11, 23, faith, shat be 
was tn labours abundant, in firipes above mea- 
Sure, inprifons frequent, in deaths oft. In deaths 
often? what’sthat? ‘That is, however he could 
cie but once, yet thefe harbingers of death, 
thefe ftripes, bonds, imprifonments, fickneffes, 
€¥c. all of them were as fo many deaths, all 
thefe were comprehended under this curfe, 
and are parts of death, 1n as much as he un- 
derwent that which was a furtherance to death, 
he is faid to die. So we read Exo. 10, 17, 
Pharoah could fay, Pray unto your God that be 
would forgive my fins this once, and intreat the 
Lord that be will take away from me but thrs 
death only. Not that the locufts were death; 
but are faid to be fo, becaufe they prepared 
and made way foi a natural death, There-. 
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fore the great judgements of God are ufually 
in Scripture compiifed under this name Deazh. 
All things thatinay be expreifions of the wrath 
of an highly provoked God, are comprehena- 
ed under this name: All the judements of 
God that come upon us 1n this hfe, or that 
to come, whether they be fpirirual and ghoft- 
ly, or temporal, are under the name of death, 
Now to come to particulars, and you fhall 
fee death begun in this woild, and feconded 
by a death following, the feparation of body 

and foul from God in the woild to come. 
First, in this life he is always a dying man: 
Man that is born of a woman, what is he? He 
is ever {pending upon the ftock, he 1s ever wafting 
hike a candle, buining ftill, and fpending 1t- 
felf as foon as lighted, till it comes to it’s 
utter confumption’ So heis boin to be a dying 
man, death feizeth upon him as foon as ever 
if findeth fins him; Gen! oy 61? GP rhe “dev 
that thou eateft thereof thou fbalt dre. faith Cod 
to Adam, though he lived many years after. 
How then could this thieatning hold true? In 
that prefently he fell into a languifhing eftate 
fubject and obnoxious to miferies and cala- 
mities, the hafteners of 1t. If a man becon- 
demn’d to die, fuppofe he be reprieved and 
kept prifoner three or four years after, yet we 
account him but a dead man: And if this 
mans mind fhall be taken up with worldly 
matters, earthly contentments, purchatfes, or 
the like, would we not account him a fool 
or a ftupid man, feeing he lightly efteems his 
condemnation, becaufe the fame hou: he 1s 
not 
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not executed. Such is our cafe, we are (while 
zn our natural conditon) in this life dead men, 
ever tending toward the grave, towards corrup-~ 
tion, as the gourd of Fouab, fo foot as ever tt 
begins to fprout forth, there 1s a worm tttain, 
thatebitesr. and).caules, 125 to. wither. deb He 
cay that we ate bora there 1s within us the 
feed of coituption, and that waftes us awry 
with a feciet and incurable conlumption, that 
certainty brnes death in the ‘end: So that in 
our valy bith begins our prog*cfs unto deaths 
f  tiles.od aay we huve,-butrit izads-—mntp 
deat, 2 ere isa, way: fionx the owerto.Ty- 
bye, WEE Uy We Ye to death Until thon 
Come. 0.2 sconce eghtniy Chrul, every, dour 
tens. Wit toy deaciy the ws. actome day, thir 
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not a token of God’s love, as it is to God’s 
children, but it 1s as his imprefs-money, as 
part of pa:ment of a greater fum, an_ erneft 
of the wrath of God, the farft part of the pay- 

ment thereof. 
is’s the Apoftles direction, that among the 
other armour, we Should get cur feet fhed, that 
fo we might be able to go through the 
afficlions we fnall meet withall in this life, 
sph. 6, 15. Let your feet be food with the 
preparaticn of the Gofpel of peace. What, 1s 
the fhooirg of the fece a part of the armour? 
Wes Forin the Rowen diicipline there weie 
taings they called Calisops, which were caft 
into the way before the Army, before che 
horfe and men, they had thiee points, fo 
that which way foever they threw them, there 
Was a point upwards. Now to meet with and 
prevent this muifchief, they had brazen fhoes, 
that they nught tread upon thefe caltrops 
and not be huit. As we read of Golab, amongtt 
otner a:mour he had boots of biafs. To this 
it fcems the Apoftle had reference in this me- 
taphoiical fpeech. The meaning 1s, that as we 
thoula ect the flield of faith, and [word of the 
fpuit, fo ve fhould have our feet fhod, that 
we ay. 3&t be prepared againft all thofe out- 
ward ..oubles that we fhould meet with in 
une wold, which are all of them as fo many 
ftings and pricks. all outward croffes I fay, 
are !6. And what 1s it that makes all thefe 
hurt us? whatis it that makes all thefe as {fo 
m. \ deaths unto us, but fin? If fin reign 
wn thee and bea rule, that puts a fting in- 
to 
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to them. Te 1s fin that armas death againil us, 
andit is fin that arms all that gocs before 
death ayainit us. Flaft thou v.ena crofied in 
the lofs of thy wife, cntidren, good fitends. 
fo way the ftine of all 1s from “fin, fin Se *is 
which makes us feel forrow. What fhall we 
then do? Why, get thy feet food wih 152 
preparation of the Gofpel of peace. Prepace 
envielis wert GodMatt place with tides sanditie 
God be at peice w ta taee, thou art prepued, 
and then wiatfoovc: affliction cometh, howlo- 
ever it muy be a warning-piere to another 
that Gid’s with ts coming, yet to thee .t 15 
a meenger of peace. Now tnefe ovtvid 
troubles ars the jteaft part of a wicked mais 
payment, thoach all tiefe are a pirt of his 
death fo koaz a, he iematns uniccencil.., 
whatfeeve* cons upon hin whereby he tufrers 
either in alutdf, or in any thing taar belor,s 
unto fim, they are all tukens O. CSHS Wik ¥, 
anditare the“boetnhinss Met Mit @CeherG Fe 
thoveh! rae Lawl ofodeurl spa pefcct 
ancsnoUMn eh ge Teer bea ie UT eee he 
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my Covenaut, the fword which fhall deftroy 
you, that when you fhall hear of war, of the 
coming of the fword, (which the children of 
God need not fear, all is alike unto then) 
it fhall be to avenge the quarrel of God’s Co- 
venant The Book of God comprehends not 
all tLe cuiies that are to hght on the wicked. 
And theretore we find in Zacbers, a gicat 
book, every fide whereof was full of curfes, 
Coup. 5, 2. Ke fad unto me, weet freft thou? 
“ind Lyaid, I fee a fyng roll, 152 length «berc- 
éfis 20° ctbits, aud t'2 ob, vedio -thireof 18) 10 
chemise Lith soa bremods Cinvecdy bat mak 
Wiite ois Ja tt. -Surcit we! not for nvught that 
the fsoly Ghoft fets Cown the dimenficns of 
its there is fomething qucfuontef, in it, the 
Ley Pe Cel Gh s, BO ers, “aid Te Liicheh WO 
cutee ein et vordines. NOrdlis at far Beers 
Gupta Neat ab. Urhuo tthe craticuteeoerh into 
Limecconsire fi pad? thiso 1 ao; Pre Oe cA ite hit 
GeRMi a) Ver, Bia loay oh ,couia ae i. it. 
IsOyr How ire en A 8. of i) Uoamparés this 
woth t Lowos 6, 3, abd you fhail find them 
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if we fhould fee a huge book now, coming in 
at the Church doo, that fhould fill it up. 
Such a tning was prefented unto him, and it 
wasa Roll full of cuifes, and all thefe curfes 
fhall come on thofe that obey not all the 
Commindiments, atl fhull come upon them 
and overtake them. Curjed jfbalt thou be in 
tre City, and curfed foalt thou be 1a the field, 
curfed im thy bafket and tw thy jrore, curfed when 
thou corset ww and when trou xoet forty, Deut. 
-OFed lulls whiunin (cone ton neacite Thewhione 
fesy till hescomesto,, be a fons of bleiiire, tik 
hei be tocChruts he 2asy/betet fo a-wirh? cunfes; 
thatvifvhe he do vny to; fleet pechene Is af cyurte 
on his pillow, 1 he put his money in his 
coffers he: layseud) aypcurers athe iwhiehy “as 
THe teats. it aut wind ecadkere it af heyibe get a 
ches. leas vaccuii.') tneteis;' ty owvie, asiihik 
his perfon, and Lis goods, andall thit belongs 
unto him, and theae’s a culic over ns own fonl. 

Vor. creditor: in thissword by the Laws of 
the Maalnemas ocho: & heticr het, wall have 
lnsedeotors perlomoictzed® O14, Orso his 
avd chattels « Burtaoeo fs -sher eer thise avert oe 
exceuted arainihy bis pesiom,; ards ecods, and 
all that belongs unro lim. So that 2 2 « 
fee jul thine to fallinta the hands of tue litiug God, 
hfchis be the condiuoa of awicked man, taat his 
wery blefinzts be curfes, what oa woeful cafe 
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itch, or botch, or fcab, or fword, burt in 
bleffings, Chap. 2, 2, he’s accurfed. If you 
wrll not bear, and if you will not lay it to 
heart to gtve glory to my name, fasth the Lord, 
L wil even fend a curfe upon yeu. But how? 
See how this curfe 1s threatned: I wll curfe 
xour very bleffings, yea I have curfed them al- 
ready, becaufe you donot lay it to heart. Is it 
not a great bleffing that God yet affords 
the Word, that we yet enjoy it, but if we 
come to hear but formally, to hear it onh, 
and lay it not to heart, God crrfeth this blel- 
fing, yea f have cufed 1st already, farth the 
Lord. When thou prayeft 19 hypocrify, thy 
prayer 1s acuife to thee. If thou receive the 
Sacrament unworthily, the cup of blefling 1» 
a cup of poifon, a cup of curfing to thee. Stay 
not therefore one hour longe: quietly in this 
curfed condition, but fly unto Chrift for life 
and bleffing. run to this City of refuge, for 
otherwife there is acurfe at the end of every 
outward-thing that thou enjoyeft. JI have 
curfed thefe Fblefings abeady. lt 1s asiuie asif 
already paffed on thee. What a woeful thing 
then 1s it (think you) to be hable to the 
curfe of Goa! 

Bur what’s become of the foul now? why, 
if thou didft but fee the curfed foul thar tnou 
earrieft in thy body, 1t would amaze thee. 
Thefe outwaid curfes are but light things to 
the blow that 1s given to the foul of an un- 
regenciate man, that deadnefy of fpirit that 1s 
within didfi they but fee the curfe of God 
that refis upon the foul of this man, even while 
he 1s above ground, it would even aftonith 
thee, ConsIDER 
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Consiver there are two kinds of blows that 
God gives unto the foul of an unregenerate 
man, The one 1s a terrible blow. The other, 
which is the worft of the two, is an infen- 
fible blow. The fenfible blow is when God 
lets the confcience out, and makes it fly in- 
to the face of a man, when the confcience 
fhall come and terribly accufe a man _ for 
what he hath done. ‘Fhis blow is not fo 
ufual as the infenfible blow, but this infen- 
fible 1s far more heavy. But as it falls our, 
that as in this world, femetimes before the 
glory in heaven, the Saints of God have heie 
a glimpfe of heaven, and certain communion 
with God and Chrift, certain love tokens, a 
qubite fione, anew ucime engraven, whith no nan 
knoweth but be that rvecetveth 1#: And this 1s the 
te{timony of a good confcience, which is hid- 
den joys: Seciet intercourfe 1s between Chiift 
and them: And as God’s cnilditen do as it 
were meet with a heaven upon earth fome- 
times, and are, as we tead of Paul, caught 
up into the third beaven, which to them 1s 
tnore then all the things in the wo1ld befides: 
So the wicked have fometimes flafhes of hell 
in ther confciences. If you had but feen 
men in the cafe that I have feen them in, 
you would fay they had an hell within them; 
they would defire rather, and they have ex- 
pieffed it, to be torn in preces by wild horfes, 
fo they might be freed fiom the horrors in 
their confciences. When the confcience re- 
coyles and beats back upon itielf, as a mufkec 
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over charged, it turns a man over and ove: 
And this 1s a terible thing. This fometimes 
God gives men 1n_ this ela And mark, 
where the word 3s moft powerfully preached; 
there 45 this flerny moft rais’d, which 15 the 
caufe many men detire not to come where the 
word is taushr, beequte-1t ‘galls then confei- 
encess, (Dhev«eliucssa sdeadeiMinilter;, thag 
would not dittv b .keir conferences, they would 
not be to-meated bezcre the time They word 
fo, but it fhall not be at their choice, God 
will make them feel here the fre of hell, 
whwen (they nase) Ciduiesnton tir ler cafters 
This isthe fenible blon, when God lets loore 
the confcience of a wic apa xan, and he seeds 
Nowe ciatine; nocothen, Wom i ro\tonms “t,o 
thie telesto: yplacuc’am.dre\shishsa wtrps 
within him, his own con{cience, wh.ch 11 ae 
lets loofe, 11 will be hell enough 

But now befidcs this blow «hich 1s) not fo 
flequenty theres? anor ri moeres Comimonnand 
lefsumbivescdatolens ioGod¢furrlypdhe’: isa idead 
mean etncledt) Mase tosdtinegaid Satin. can’ te 
thinks duadelf > tne -efreeit avian2zaho the mw ose 
God curfessand fisikes, and he’ feels: it’ rot. 
"Vitsnis anvirfeniblier blow, andiadiie.ivrreca 
Cuad pall wis lotie-ait dead> Vamlaivety 3s aicjeal 
about, anon iant..yy though. every none tat 
hath his eves open feeth Ceathvnithy race. 
© this deadne fs; 0 this denflefinels,, of: bewnescs 
the heaviefl thing that can befall a finnei oh 
thas Biteqif@de ssetheneae thei potters fiseshs 
of in the Rom. when Ged delivers up @ men 
Jo w reprobate mind: And fo in the Ppittie vo 
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the Fphbef, 4, 19, declares fuch a man to be 
paft feeling: Who being paft feelmg, have given 
fhemfelves over to lafervioufne/s to work unclean- 
nefs even wath greedinefs. Aithcugh every fin, 
(as I told you before) 1s as it weie the run- 
ning a mans felf on the point of God’s fword, 
vet thefe men being paft feeling, run on, on, 
on to commit fin with greedinefs, tli they 
come to the very pit of deftruction. When 
this infenfiblenefs 1s come upon them, God’s 
goodnefs moves them not. Who art thou 
that defprfeft the riches of God’s goodnefs, not 
knowing that the coodnefs of God leadeth unto 
repentance. kt 1s not God’s judgments that will 
move them, they leave no impreffion, as Rev. 
gy 20.2 Aadvthe:reficcf 2bere iat obi hes sre 
not killed by thefe plagues, yet rejented not of 
the works of thetr hanis, ihat tvey fhould not 
qworfotp Devils, &c. biafs, nor ftone and wood, 
qoich nerther can fee, nor beoi, nor walk ‘They 
repented not, though they) were fpared, but 
woifhipped Gods which cannet fe, nor heat, 
Hor dpesky fo cbranihemvere shey to lrbeided 
awav by itocks and flones: and f.ich c.e ail 
they that follow afte: their dian’ enne‘’s, co Wwe- 
tuoufnels, Coc. Hho live tn lofervronfiefs, Ils, 
excPfsof riot, i. Pedy yb behead alt 
hind of cxcefs, and mativel that ye co sv. fo 
roo.n Lhey.- morvel (thac yer chocefeardGdst) 
can live as ye do, ana fpeak evti of you that 
be good; callfuch hvpocr tes, difembleis, and 
} know not what n.ck-names. This, I fiy, 
is amoft woeful condition, it’s that dead Elow. 

hen men are not fenfible of mercics, of 
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judgments, butiun into all excefs of fin with: 
ercedinefs. and-this 1s a death begun in this 
jife, even while they are above ground, 

Bur then comes another aeath, God doth 
mot intend fin fhall grow to an iniinite weight, 
fics Spirit fuatl not alweoys flitue wito man, 
but at lengch God comes and crops him off, 
and now cometh the confummation of the 
deith begun in this life: Now cometh an ac- 
curfed death. 

Arrer thou heft lived an accuifed life, then 
cometh an accomplifhn-at of curfes. 

First, a carfec’ jeparaito. Letween body and 
foul, and tocn of bein from God forever, and 
that is the laft payment. This 15 that great 
death which the Apoftle fpeaks of, Hho bath 
cel.vered us frvose coat great death, So terti- 
ble ts that death. ‘This death 1s but fevering 
of the body from the foul: This 13 but the 
Lord’s He:bincer, to bring thee out of this 
world into the place of everlafting mifery, from 
whence thou fl.ilt never come till all be fatif- 
Heed, and that, 35 never. 

ConsrpzR the nature of this death, which 
though every m:n knoweth, yet few lay to 
heart. This death, what doth it? 

It takes from thee all the things which thou 
baft fpent thy whole life in getting. It robs 
thee of all the things thou ever hadft: Thou 
haftt taken pains to heap and treafure up 
goods for many years, prefently when this 
blow is given, all is gone- For honour and 
preferment, it takes thee from that, pleafure 
in idle company-keeping, it bars thee of thar. 

Mark, 
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Mark, this is the firt thine that death doth, 
it takcs not o. oan away apait of that thou hat’, 
but aul. ic te.-es thee quite nakea, as naked 
asoowlit. thoussco nel anto theaoworkds ahned 
thouzutt it was thy happnels tu ges this ard 
that, Deeth now cegins to unbewttch thee, 
thou weit. bewte: «cde betorege whe thoursd.dit 
fad ate “rdllowovdsy sthanes;|othem wall de 
cerved bDenoie, and pow it urdece:ves thee, -47 
makes thee tes whit a murosousdsaael pthon 
miair, iti Mnberools ties) doe glia hemian 
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J/pirit, or deliver their (pirits as Szepben did¢ 
But here it’s torn from him. }t’s much a- 
gainft his mind, it’s a pulling of a man from 
himfelf, 

Bur what becomes of the body and foul 
when thus feparated? 

The dcdy as foon as the foul is taken from 
zt, baflens to corruption, that muft fee corrup- 
tion. yea, st beco nes fo fuli of cariuption, that 
thy deaieft friend cinnot then endure to come 
near unco thee. Wherthe foul is taken from 
th body, it’s obferve!, that of all carcaffes 
that are, mans is mot loathfome, none fo 
odious as that. brabani loved Sarab well; 
but when he comes to buy a monument for 
her, Gevw. 23, 8 He communes with the men, 
aad faith, ifet be your mind io fell me tke ficld, 
that I might bury my dead out of my fight. 
Though he loved her very well before, yet 
1M ne wauil be bariecd outrvol-his dight = ¢ 
zs fown im d.fponour,' and it’s the bafeit thing 
that can be: Therefore when our Savioui was 
going near to the placc wheie Lazarus lay, 
bis fifter fatth, Lord, cune nor near bin, for be 
fisell). Job 17, 14. Lf bave laid to corrupiton, 
thou art my Fatber (faith ‘fob) and to the 
aorm, theu art my mother and my fift.r. The 
grave is my boufe, [ have meade my bed in the 
darknefs, ‘YAere then he hath a new kindred; 
ancl though before he had affinity with the 
gicatelt, yet. here he géts new, afinity: . f7e 
faith to corruptioz, thou at my fatdtr, and to 
the worm, thou ert my motoer end my fifter. 
‘The worm isour beft kindied here; the ym 
: then 
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then is our beft bed, yea worms thy beft co~ 
vere, 4s Ffay t4, Wl. Thus is it. thy Fa- 
ther, thy mother, and thy bed. nay, it 1s thy 
confumption and deftroyer alfo, od 26. Thus 
is it with thy body, it naffeth .o corruption, 
that thy beft or deareft friend cannot bchold 
it, or endure It. 

Bur alas! whit becomes of thy foul then? 
‘Thy foul appeas aaked, theie’s no g1rment to 
defend it, no fiiend appeirs to plead for it: 
It 1s broughe finely to tue bar, and there it 
mult anfwer. Zé zs appointed for all men once 
ta die. But what then? ,d after that the 
Vidsingil, ElCD. sO, 27. (aS CLG gl oe ey eet ne 
body rv.tusns unto the earth rom whence tt was 
raken, but tke fpirit to God whs gave it. Alk 
mens fptrits, as foon as their bodies and fouls 
are parted, go to God to be difpofed of by 
him, where they fhall keep their everlafting 
vefidence. Confider when thou heareft the bell 
rung out for a dead man, if thou hadft but 
the wings of a dove to fy, and couldft fly af- 
ter him, and appear with him before God’s 
‘aribunal, to fee the account that he muft give 
unto God for all things dane in the flefh: 
and when no account can be given, what a 
{rate of mifery and hoirour wouldft thou fee 
him in! and this is a filent kind of judging: 
The laft day of judging fhall be with great 
pomp and folernnity.. This 1s a matter clofe- 
ly carried between God and thyfelf, but then 
thou muft give an account of all thou haft 
received: And then when thou canft not give 
a good account, then 1s thy talent taken from 


thee. 
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thee. Why, faith God, I gave thee learning, 
how didit thou ufe it? I gave thee other e1fts 
of mind, how didft thou employ them? God 
hath given thee wifdom, and wealth; Moral 
virtues, meeknefs, and patrence, €¢. thefe are 
good things: But mark, whatfoever good things 
thou hadit in this wordd, are now taken from 
thee. If a man could but fee the decrading 
of the foul, he fhould fee that tchofe mora} 
virtues in which his hone and comfort lay, 
even thefe, though they could never bring 
him to heaven, yet they fhall be taken from 
hirn. his is the degrading of the foul be- 
fore the judgment is received the moral virtues 
are taken fiom him, and then fee what an ugly 
foul he hath: he had hope before, now he’s with- 
out hope: he had fome patience in this world, 
to beat it’s evils, but he made no gacd ufe of it, 
and now his patience is taken from him: And 
when thou fhalt come to a place of torment, and 
thy hope and patience be taken from thee, what 
cafe wilt thou be in then? Patience may flay a 
man up intiouble, and hope may comfort a man 
up intorment, but both thefe are taken away. 
Thisis a thing we very feldom think, but did 
we ferioufly confider of this firft aét of the Judg- 
ment before the fentence, we would not be 
idle in this world. 

Tuen laftly, he 1s put into an unchangea- 
ble eftate: So foon as ever death lays God’s 
arreft upon him, he’s pur into a flate of un- 
changeablenefs. Such is the te:riblenefs of it, 
that now though he yell, and groan, and pour 
out rivers of tears, there 15 no hope of 
change, 
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ConsiDER now what a woeful cafe this is. 
tf fome friend of this mans fhould now come 
to him, would he not tell him, we have often 
been very merry together, but didft thou but 
know the mifery that I am in, thou wouldft 
be troubled for me: Half thofe tears that I 
now pour foith, would have put me into an 
other place, had I taken the feafon, but now 
it is too late. Oh therefore do thou make 
ufe of tears, a little may do it now, hereafter 
iz will be too fate, 

Tuat’s the thing we fhould now come to 
{peak of, the fecond death: But think not 
that I am able to fpeak of it now, no, that 
which 1s everlafting deferves an hour in f{peak- 
ing, and an Age in thinking of it. There- 
fore that everlaiting torment, horror, and an- 
guifh with God hath referved for thofe that 
make not their peace with him (which 1s 


¢afily done God knows) I fhall fpeak of the 
next time. 
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BUT TRE FEARFUL, AND UNBELIEVING, AND TH 
ABOMINABLF, AND MUR: HERERS, AND WHORSMOL 
GERS AND SORCERERS, AND IDOLATIFRS, AND Aub 
LYARS, SHALL HAVE THTIR PARY IN THE L\KE WHICH 
BURNETH WITH FIRE AND BRIMSTONT, WHICH 1S LHE 
SECOND DLATH. 


| HE laft day I difcourfed, you know, upon, 
the miferable eftate of an unteconciled finner, 
at the time of his diffotution, when his foul 
fhall be taken fiom him, and be piefented 
naked before Chiift’s Tribunal, there to receive 
according to the works which ke hath done 
in the flefh: And 1 fhew’d that the woeful- 
nefs of that eftate confifted in two acts done 
upon him: The one before he comes to his 
place, before he 1s thruft away fiom God’s 
prefence into hell fire; the other, the woeful- 
nefs of his eftate, being once come into his 
place. The a& done to the finners foul be- 
fore he is fent to hell, is the deprivation oh 
1S 


» 
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his light, the taking away of his talent. For 
whilf! a maa isin “this world, he hath many 
good things in him, too good to accompany 
Ware Nell. Now all the fe excellent gifts 
and natuial endowments which did adori ad 
wicked mar’s foul, before the foul 1s hurled 
into -holj, muft be taken away from him. 
There 1s a kind of degradation of the foul, 
it 1s depireftcd as it were, and becomes hke 
a dograded Knight that hath his honour taken 
from him. All the rich talents, and all the 
fich piizes that were put into the fool’s hand, 
fhall be taken from him. Is there any mo- 
ral virtue? Are there anv common. graces 
and natural endowments .in the muferable 


foulP-aic tallobe- fhiyot of all, and packt to 
You that have abafled your learning anct 


hell. 
gifis that God hath given you, do you think 
that they fheil go with you to heli? No fuch 
matter, you fhall be very dunces there. Ail 
your learning fhall be taken fiom you, and 
you flail go to heli arrant blockheads He 
that had fortitude in this world, fhall 
carry one drachm of it to hell 
rage fhall then be abafed, and his cowardly 
heett fhall feint fot fear. Fortitude 13 a great 
advantage to a man in diltrefs, Bait let not 
the damned foul exp.ct the leaf advantege; 
his fortitude which he hid whilft he was in 
the wniy, fhall be taken from him. It may 
be he had patience in this world: Now pa- 
tience is a virtue unfit for hell, therefore fh dh 
that be taken from him. A man it he were 


in moit exduifite torments, yet if he hic pa- 
; tr TIEN, 


not 
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tience, 1t would Leer him up, butthis thall add_.- 
to hus tormerts,. that he fhatl rot have any 
patience lot Jum to allay it A man hathey 
pahaps hope 1a .cis woisd, yet even this too” ~ 
ghall be talen avo. tiom him, he fhati have 
no hope lett bim cf ever fecing God’s tace 
again, or of eve. having any more tafte of 
his favour: Aod fo what hath been { of, 
fome, mcy be faid of all his eraces and ens * 
dowrrents. he fiall clean be fi:ipt of all ’ére 
Newbee ets" itis 

E coms now to fpeak of the place of tore 
ment itfeir, wherein the sinner 1s to be cett 
eternally, which is the fecond act But think 
mot that | am able to difcovei the thoufandcth 
part of it, no nor any man elic: God giant 
that no foul here prefent ever come to find 
by expeiience whatitis. What a woeful thing 
is it, that many men fhould take mote pains 
to come to this place of torment, than would 
cofl them to go to heaven, And this I fhail 
endeavour to my power to fet forth unto you. 
This Text declares unto us two things. 

Wo they are for whom this place is 
piovided. 

Vue place itfelf, and the nature of it. 

For whom the place 1s provided. The 
Text contains a Catalogue of that black Roll 
(though there are many more than are here 
expreffed) but here ate the grand crimes, the 
ring-leaders to deftruétion, the mother fins. 
And here we have in the firft place the 
Fearful: whereby is not meant thofe that are 
of a timorous natuie (for fear in itfelf is’ not 
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and mover Uli fe giert and michty God: 
igitaeiicncliba: (Hetaiath sil esis ane 


weave bal Sau how 
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CDI forts cpl Woy AWE UE 1S) Fahy eager aaG Bott 
ji vibes fu fir. rad ber thaa Zo Si-fjes Slapahi Dad = 
deth us “of fa fer poor vate Man, but tbe 
om wroteat Got, thet 1s able loth to kill aud 
fo caf auto bvdee Tne rman usit-feareth Ju. 
Landlod, who 1s able to turn hin out of 


his howe, and doth not fear God, who is 


able tou nahemaintoraclice ris cowaidly fyurit 


is one of the Captains of thofe, that: go to 
hell, thofe tiaerous end cowardly perfons, thar 
tremble at the wrath o; fiowns of inen, more 
than of God. But what’s the reafon men fhould 
thus fland more in fear of men than of God?: 
Why it is becaufe they aie fenfible of waat 
man can do unto their bodies, but they can- 
not with Mofes. ey faith fre what that 1s that 
ts wavifitle. Vhey aie full of unbchef, for 
had they faith, they would bamith all falfe 
fears. * See what the Loid faith, Efa. 41, 14. 


Fear 
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Fear not thou worm Facob, I will belp thee, Saith ba 
the Lord. We faith not, Fear not ye men, 
er thou man, for then perhaps thou mightft 
be thought co have fome power to refilt, but 
fear not thou worm. A worm (you know) 
is a poor weak thing, apt to be ciufhed by 
every foot; yet be this thy cafe, be thou a 
worm, unable to refift the lealt oppofition, 
yet fear not thou worm. Fear not, why? for 
f wl help thee, faith the Lord. Couldft thou 
but believe in God, this would make thee 
bold: and had thou faith, thou wouldft not 
fear. When word was biought to the houfe 
of Facob, that two Kiags were come up into 
the lands (Ousnvade al. /ays7 id, it is faid 
his beart wes moved, as the trees of tle woods 
ate moved wrth the wird. But what is the 
Poueeve rol Vis seatrtemce. Ejay (3, 2. oes, 
not their fear, nor ba afraid (that was a falfe 
and abafe fear) fanétify :he Lord im your hearts, 
ard let him be your fear, and lt btm be your 
avead. Lfay 53, 12, there is an object of our 
faith znd comfort, ana a remedy againtt fear 
propofed f, even 1, em ne that cemforteth 
thee: who art thou that foouldft be afiaid of 
aman thar foall die, and the fin of man thdt 
1s as grofs? What, art thou one that haft God 
on thy fide? how-unworthy art thou of that 
nigh favou, if thou fear man? The greatett 
man that hives cannot fhield himfelf from 
Ceath, and fiom a covering of worms, 
and wile thou de afraid of a ian, and for- 
get the Lord thy maker? The more thou art 
waken up wath the fear of man, the lefs thou 
! | feareft 
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feareft God, and the more thou remembereft 
man, the more thou foigette® thy Maker. 

You have feen the main, the ring-leaders, 
which are thefe fearful, faichiefs, daftardly, 
unbelieving men. 

Now fce what the filthy rabble 1s that 
followeth atter, and they are dbommable, Mur- 
thurers, &c. dbomirabte, that 18, unnatural, 
fuch as pollute theimfelves with things not 
fic to be named, but to be abhorred, whe- 
tner it be by themfelves, or with otheis. They 
are the abominable here meant, fuch as Sodom 
end G rcrran, Wao were, fet forth to fuch as 
an example, fufering the vengeance of eternal 
firey Jude v. 7, fuch are abominable, being 
eiven up to unnatural Juft. Let them car- 
ry itnevirfo fecretly, yet are they here rank- 


el amongit the reft, and fhall have thei por- 
tioa in the burning lake. 


Aricr thefe come Sorcerers, Idolaters Lyars: 


Though thefe may be fpoken fairly of by 
men, yet cannot that fhelrer them from the 
wrath of God, they fhall hkewife have their 
part inthis lake when they come to a reckon- 
ino. Ifthcre be, I fiy, a generation of people 
that worfhip thefe, fay what you will of them, 
when they come to receive their wages, they 
foall receive their portion in that burning lake 
with hypocrites: Vhofe that make fo fair a 
thew before men, and yet nourifh hypocrify 
in their hearts, thefe men, though in regard 
of the outward man they fo behave themfelves 
that noné charge them with thofe notorious 
things before mentioned; yet if there be no- 


; thing 
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thing but hypocrify in their hearts, let it be 
foun witi néver -fo fuir a weo, never fo fine 
a thre..i, yee they fhali have the portion in 
the lake, they fhall have their part, their por- 
tion, Gre There it feems then thefe have a 
PACU i eioteralt Unto wis place: | And ase it 
is fai. of ‘sudas, Acts 1, 25, that be was gone, 
to bis proper place. SO lons as a man that 
ie pan enemy. to, Gl rite anu yields lum, nee 
obericnce, 1s out of hell, fo lone is te out 
Gietiisenace, SiCiig ie tis DioGoulelc”  £O 
him, and prepared for him, Le hath a fhare 
there, and his part and portion he mult have: 
Biles cole Culice p lig ls 1% oc sd, 0% TROCLCL. 
ee seec ccd CCU ote NS BIE elk ee ted Lie 
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Ce ee gel Ge te A! OF SIDIQUIC, ge dia 
Coot oF tite (eu s Go Naliuke Te nots, wall 
fesa at le tawsc, Mottin? sicli, . Is not CO 
tertity and @anigh: mien, ier ne Chim ale Tel 
wataing them to Leep tuem thence. For 
afrer I have fhewn you tlhe dange., I faall 
fhew you a way to cfeepe it, and how the 
Tord J.fus wis given to us to deliver us fiom 
this danger. But af you will not hew, but 
will tiy conclufioas with God, then you miei 
to your proper plece, to the lake that Ji.ineth 
with fire and btinijione. 

A Pager, ibis a Kiver, a flaming River, as 


Tothet is actiribed to be a lake buining with 


fi re 
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fire and brimffone, a Metaphor taken from the 
judgement of God on Sodom and Gomorrah, as 
in that plice of St. Fude before mentioned, as 
alfoin 2 Pet. 2, 6, where ’tis faid God turned 
the Cities of Sodoin into afbes, making them an 
evample to all them that flLould after, live un- 
godly. Mark the judgment of God upon 
thefe abom.inaple men, the place where they 
they dweic 1s deftroyed with fire, and the 
fituation is tuin’d into a lake (full of filthy 
bitumineus Pufl) called Lacus Afphaltites, which 
was made by their burninos. And this 1s 
made an initance of tle vengeance of God, 
and an Embien of eternal fie, therefore faith 
he, you /ball have your potion w2*d Sodo.2. 
Nay, shall i fpeak a greater word (with Chiiit) 
and tell you, that though they were io abo- 
munable, thet the lake was denominated fiom 
them, yet it fhall be eaffer for Sodom and Go- 
morrab then for you, if you repent not while 
you may, but go on to deipife God’s grace. 
Lor can (thete. be am ciesreroim “then enives iis 
Of Sodow? 1 anfwer, yes. For. make the 
wo. of the fin of Sodewz, it is but a fin a- 
Sunt vature: But thy wnpenitency (who hat 
it effred to thee) 1s a fin againit grace, and 
again{l the Gofpel, and therefore deferves a 
hotter heil, and an higher meafure of judg- 
ment in this burning pit. 

Bur what 1s rh7s fecond death? 

Suri it hath reference to fome frft death 
er other going before. A man would think 
that this fecond death, 1s oppofed to that frff 
4eatb, which as the haibineer to the fecond, 
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and feparates the foul from the body; but it’s 
far otherwule. Yet that, alasy is bur a hicht 
thing, and deferves not to be put in the 
number of deaths Tie fecend ceath 1a the 
Text hath. elanon to the fr Kefurreétion, Rev. 
20, 6. wleyeda.d holv 1s he that Lath 15 por- 
tion im the fof? revricfion, on fucd the fecord 
death joal have .o power. The firft death 19 
that from wnence we ate acquitted by the 
Jirft refirreétion, and that is the death, fa: 
that 1s a kind of death (as St. Paw] fpeakine 
of a wicked and voluptuous widow, faith, foe 
as dead while fue liveth) and the tome fball 
come and now 15, wici they that are cead fall 
hear the uitce of the Son of mun, and they that 
hear fhall live. And again, Let the decd bury 
therr dead. So that the firff refurrefion 15, 
when aman hearing the voice of the Mintiter, 
is rouzed up from the fleep of fin and car- 
nal fecurity, and the fitft death is the oppo- 
fite thereunto So that the death of the body 
is no death at all, for if it were, then this 
were the third death. For there would be a 
death of fin, a death of the body, and a death 
of the body and foul: fhis death of the bedy 
is but a lyht thing in comparrifon to the 
other two. ‘This fecond death is the feparation 
of the body and foul from God, and this death 
is the wages of fin, and God mutt not, wil} 
not lie in arrear to fin, but will pay 1s wages 
to the full. All the afflictions a wicked man 
meeteth withal here, are but as God’s prefs- 
money, and part of p»yment of that greater 
fum. But when he dics, the whole fum one 

then 
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then to be paid: Before, he did but fip of the 
cup of Gol’s wrath, but he muft thea drink 
up) the dr«s of it to the bottom, and 
that is the feo, d death: X's called dean. Now 
devh iw a cefruétion of the parts compounded: 
amon being cemnpounded of Lody aad. tuul; 
both are by tus death eternally defroyed. 
That deata itke Samp/on puliing down the pil- 
las whereby ut was fudained, pulled down 
the hovic) d:aws dowa the tabernacles of our 
bomi¢sy:! pullss body: ands foul tint dunderts 
thing which lrrh hitleshurt. in) ttfelf--were 1 
notirorth. m7 cofrir,. whichumakes <r fearful: 
To. dite, .seakcumed: fir worfe them tobe dead, 
EA Sregacdetf the. paots: that fare. dyingp sto 
which death pus an ead. Tnis temporal 
death ts in an intiut, bat chs other eternal, 
wnereby Wwe ae cver dying, and never dead, 
for by 1t we ae puruhed with an cverlafting 


deft u L1ON,) 2 Le f f T, Q) Pe iae s tha We frou the 


pt efence ots Lore Ep ine glsty of L's power. 
Phepowhiwheplave tlehiaves no 


aveyqe to add 
tied for; as quae as cau le fatd of anen and 


AMPEIIaSs hea com enecmied ta i. Lhe 
Apofile te’ ms Uns ateefai 1 .¢ tedeed, Beeb, 


8, Gy FOR Steeone 21a Gea Sat riven et at he 
hathobes ower: evout chitny he would’? videtear 
ois ve all bs ule lars furse® to vondece, ic 


would fCwee fae anv fies tcheing but woald 
Rit be 
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e-hyered. Thus T have doclared’ the 
of the place, aud of th's fecond death. 
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THat ' miy now oo farther, know that this 
Tuake and this plece is the pice that th. Lord 
hath provited for his enemies Ttas the Lords 
Maugiiter howe, u's ceded @ vice of terments, 
uke 16, a place wherein Ged wilt thew the 
accomplifhrint or his wiath, and .e+cage up- 
ou his Ene ICS, Pha, pepe eratuis Lat weld 
not hove m torvevwn over Uni, bitug tem forth 
amt fey tiem be cre 4 fee Shote velfels 
of versth, thoieacbels, > he King 4.5 .cnraged, 
and his wrath is as the rowinz of a Lyon, 
which makes all the be fts of the ioreft to 
tremble, frsv 19, 12. «ud where ibere 15 
the wrath of push a Kunz, the if'se thereof muft 
needs be death, Prov 16, 14 “he wrath of a 
King 78 as a siefe.ger of decib. Fiow much more 
eaitul is the wrath of the King of Kings. 
God hath fharp airows, and he fets a wicked 
Then eis + spis butted. (hoor at. ito wthewmyhis 
fiength, andthe fieiccnefs of lus wrath. See 
the exprefion of Yes in this cafe, The arrows 
of tbe dluughty fuk fr ¢ in me, ond tbe ve- 
num thersf ate detnk up my Spirits: An io 
few words the.e could not be an lugher ex- 
prefion of the wiath of God. fFuirft, that 
God fhould make thee a butt, and then that thou 
fhouldft de jbet ef, and that by Ced’s arrows: 
And then they aie not fhot by a child, but 
(as the ma, 4, for bis frevgth) Ly the Al- 
guzhty, by by duw, wherein he draws the ar- 
row tothe head. And then again thefe arrows 
are posjon'd acsows, and fuch pofou as foell 
Arink up cll thy joul and foirit: Ob, what a fear- 
ful thing is iiie fall inio the bands of fuch ea 


Ged! 
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God! Fs a faving of Mofes, Pil. 99, YT: 
Ii'bo knoweth the power of ftrune argerd hive 
power of God's anger 18 Unenodtd Aniio 1a 
Me So enh ety Ge, ie ie woe We ae fone 
meifure A fore 1s hia led 14 mine any, a9 bteb 
foall daca dato the tswiyb hel, oe So that 
the King berig thus provoke}, 's provoled 
ty cure LieeS Wath Ae es pits ie the 
form of thy featerce this cuting anit be 
thy lot in hell, it fhall be try very fentence, 
Go ye cufed wty everiniting fire. NEVE Is NO- 
ab Te besa oid edag os caiet hs ates pels Aare aera cea and 
the day of his oreth, fo then vaiull curfir@ be 
ali thy foiz. thou wilt curfc thyfelf tai 
Liew rear rrr Pac Ke toe. tie we eae. 
titat tirau aw Sui Wise Mecé pr saree Ri yaad 
Pie inte is eore Mel Sy vad Sea ee Wize EO aS 
Ogered tives 211 then owilt = Curle ete tire 
thou weit acquaaited with tits many, and iat 
feva ct ath) Wt ders vere Cur ee RG vette any 
them ‘to iis God ti tes tn Je, “thas iin” vor- 
iSeries” are God "CURES “hol RT eta wale 
He wcuries others wie > Thee reer litt 
thyfelf an! ochers, and trvak then how. cur- 
fed will be thy condition? All the curfes thac 
canbe thowsht on, anda tee apie sth 
cannot be thosant on, fhall reft on the head 
of an impenient finner, to fhew Gods tetnble 
and juitind.enation agamnt him Oh beloved, 
to deliver us fron this curfe, Chre7 the Son 
of God was mate a cu fe f.+ us* the curfe 19 
{9 pr€ar, nougne cife can tree us frome if But 
now that I may rank thefe puntfhments of the 
damned, and bring them fur memories fake into 


fome 
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fome order (although there be no order there, 
for it’s a place of confufion) you may con- 
fider that the penalties of Gods enemies are 
penalties partly of lofs, and partly of fenfe. 
. Of fofs. And that confifts in the depriva- 
tion of every thing that might adminifler 
the leaft camfort to him, and for this caufe 
hell is termed wztes darkies. Now dak- 
nefs is a piivation of all light, fo is Hell of 
all comfort, to fhew that there is not the leaft 
thing that may give thee contcnt, nor 1s the 
poorcit thing thou cant defire to be had 
there Darkrefs was one of the plagues of 
Egypt, though there weie no kind of feife in 
if, yet we may think whit a plagne and vex- 
ation it was to them to fit fo long in dark- 
ocesss he: sarknels tii biel isy canker «then 
carxuefs it fulfh Shey fball not fee hebt, 
faith the fcripture, they fhall not have fo 
much as a glimpte of 1: Lo be calit inta 
this utter Corkrcfs, where thail be nothing 
to adminifter the lealt comfort, what an in- 
hnite mufery will that be? Were it only the 
lofs of the things we now pofftis and cnyoy, 
of all which death robs us, as pomp, honour, 
riches, and pieferment, this were grievous to 
a wicked man: Thefe are things death dif- 
poffefics a man of, ticfe cannoc follew hun, 
nought but thy woiks accomp:ny thee: thy 
friends may follow thee to the grave, but 
there they fhal!l leave thee, To have been 
happy, and to be miferable, is the greateft 
woe. to have lived in good fathion, and to 
be wretched, 1s the greateft grief. How hie 
this 
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ghis add to the finners mifery, when he fhall 
fay to himfilf, I h.d once all good things 
about my, but have now for my portion 
nothing but woos PT hia a bed of down, but 
It 1s now e.chinzed for a bed of fire: Twas 


once hon sla but now J am full of fhame 
and see this wall greatly add to his 
ry.tery ef allthis, nothing; thefe aie but 


tre beg noings of ts forrow in regatd of lofs; 
fora manto ce 1.c¢1 and wealthy to day, and 
LommurtOw TO Lt ean: of all, and left not 
woith a groi, to have all fwept away, this 
is a woeful cafe. 

Rur Wo tius be fo grievous, what 1s it to 
Ticaven? Certainly, to lofe the higheft and 
piel) gcod, is the gre tefl evil amc puntfh- 

ent that cin be inflated upon a Creature. 
Which bainlkue many Divines think, that the 
penalties of lofs are fai greater then thofe of 
jent., though they feem not to make that 
ivprefion It’s anoth.r thing to judge of 
things by fenfe then by lofs. As tot exanple, 
a roan xs greatly troubled with the tooth-ach, 
and he thinks his cafe more miferable then 
any, andthinks no man ever endured fo much 
mufery as himfelf, he judges of his mifery by 
fenfe: Another man, 1s in the confumption, 
and he hath little or no pain at all, yet if 
a man come with a rizht judgment. he will 
judge his condition far woife then the others. 
So take all the pains in Hell, though fenfe 
may fay they are the creatett that can be, 
yet difcreet judgment can fay, that the lofs of 
God the greateft good, 1s the worft of evils. 


Now 
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Now (if thou be a firebrand of Hell) thou 
muft be for ever banifhed from Gods prefence, 
Thou bafe wretch, doft thou think Heaven 
a place forthee? not fo. ’Tis wzthout are dogs 
and forcerers, &c. Thou art a damned dog, 
thercfore thou muft out from God, and from 
the company of the bleffed Saints and Angels, 
When Peter faw Mofes and Fitas with Chrift 
in bis Transfiguration, though he had but a 
glimpfe of glory, yet he faith, Jt 2s yzood for 
us to be bere: But oh how infinite good will it 
be to be in Heaven? how fhall we be 
then wrapt up with glory when we fhall Ze 
forever with the Lord, in whofe p efence 1s ful- 
nefs of joy, and at whofe right hand there ave 
pleafures for evermore. On the contrary, how 
exceeding teriible will 1t be to be fhut out 
from the preience of God? when God fhall 
fay, avaunt hence, whip out this dog, wnat 
doth he here? Jet him not defile this room, 
this 1s no place for fucn a filthy dog. Oh 
the unfpeakable hoirer and dread! oh the in- 
finite fhame of that man who ts in fuch a calc! 
But this 1s not all. 

Tuire is yet one thing more, the wicked 
fhall not only be banifhed from God’s graci- 
evs prefence, and caft into Hell, buc shzs 
foall be done in the fight of Heaven. The glo- 
1sous Saints of God have continually a fight 
of God’s juftice upon finners, that they may 
glorify his mercy the more The Scripture 
runs much to, this purpole, Rev. 14, 10. If 
any man worfoip the beaft and his image, the fame 
foall be tormented with fire and brimffone in the 


prefence 
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prefence of God and ofbis holy Angels. This 
in the oth verfe 1s the portion of them that 
worfotp the beaff, that 1s the Pope, and recerve 
the mark of bis name. That 1s, 1f any will be 
an exprefs publick or private FPapift, if any 
one will be a flave to the Pope, fee his por- 
tion, he fhall drink of the wine of the wrath 
of God, and be bautfoed from the fociety of boly 
Angels, and be tormented with kell fire in thew 
prefence. Oh whata vexation this will be to the 
danined when they fhall fee others in heaven, 
and themfelves fhut out of door? This will 
caufe weeping and wathng und gnafbing of teeth. 
It will go to their very heart, when they hall 
fee Mofes and Aaron and the Propbets and holy 
Saimts i joy and glory, and fhall confider and 
remember, that if they had made ule of thefe 
ineans and opportunities of gracc, they might 
have lived in Heaven too, whereas now they 
muft be everlattingly tormented in that lake 
which burneth with fire and brimftone, and 
that without any hope of iecovery. 2 The/f: 
1, 9. Punifhbed with everlafiing deftruction, fiom 
th: prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
b:s power You kaow that by the Law of 
Aiojes, whenioever an offender was to receive 
his ftrokes, Deut. 25, 2, 3. The Fudge was 
to caufe bia to he down, and to be beaten before 
his face, rd be bimfelf was to fee it done, 
So when God comes to give the damned their 
{ftrokes in hell (for hell is the place of ex- 
ecution, wherein he that knows his’ maflers wll 
and doth it not, fhall he beaten with many firipes, ) 
he himfelfwill fee them beaten in the piefence 


of 
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of all his holy Angels, and if fo, how fhame- 
ful will their punifhment be? when there thal? 
be fo many thoufand winfes of ut, when 
they” fhall be made (as sc fry) the wo ids 
wonder. Thefeare trey trait foul rife fo ever- 
lafling contempt, in 2 Soin SIferch chap. 
v. ult. 1s fad of ch. cumned, ther worn: 
foall not dic, nor sdits fre de quenched, but they 
feali be an avio ng toalt fefo, and the holy 
Angels and Saints fhul go torth ad look up- 
on them: thofe proud ones that {corned Gou’s 
people here, fhall tien be abhoired and fcorned 
of them. 

App toall this, that he’s not only banithed 
froin the prefence of God for a while, but 
from all hope of ever teemsz God again with 
eomiort. Thy eltate is endicis and remedylefs. 
Wirhillt thou art here in this life, of a Saul 
thou mayft become a Paul, and thoush thou 
art not yet as a beloved fon, yet thou mayf 
come im favour. Whilft thou lveit urder the 
taeans of grace, there is yet hope of 1ecovery 
eft thee, 11 may be this Sermon may be the 
means of thy converfion: But then amongtt 
all thy punifhments, this will be one of the 
gieateft, that thou fhale be deprived of all 
means of recovery, and tnis fhall be another 
hell to thee tin the midit of hell, to think 
with thyfelf, ] have heard fo many Sermons, 
and yet have neglected them: I had fo tnaay 
opportunities of grace, and yet have flighted 
them, this will make the fiancr rage, and 
bite his tongue, and tear himfel’, to ena 

1Ow 
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how that now all means are paft. And this 
is the firft penalty, the penalty of lofs. 

Tuat of the fenfe fucceeds. By tne former 
we arc deprived of all the joys and comforts 
of heaven and earth, of Mount Sion, fhut ont 
of the City of the lruing God, the heuventy 
Ferufalem, dépriv'd of an tnnumerable company of 
Saints, of the general affembly and Church of the 
firft-born, of God bimfelf the Sudge of all, and 
the fouls of the Saints made perfe. This fhall 
make a finie- curfe hiunfelt. 

Now foliows the penalty of totments and 
fenfe, When Adam was ban.fhed out of Para- 
defe, he hade the wale’ vorldeno: Wale wiadlill; 
but i¢ is not fo here> ‘Phou art not only caft 
out of heaven, but cift into hell, and art 
deprived of thy liber'y for ever, 1 Pet. 3, 
rg. It’s faul Carat oreached to the foiwits am 
prifon, them that in the days of iNoch were difo- 
bedent, aud for this caufe are now im prifon. 
Fleli is compar’ to a prifon, and a priifon 
indeed:itass<and suhati anv Gcdioustent: acior: 

Loox on thy companiois. If a man were 
to be kept clofe prifoner, it were a clofe pu- 
nifhment, bat ga ye cu fed, faith God, tate ever- 
lafitag fire, prepared for tre Devil and bs Augels. 

o be anong fuch coynpanions is moft in- 
finitely muiferable, there 1s nothing but Devils 
and damaed howling ghofts, woeful compani- 
ons! If there be an houfe poffeffed (as men 
think) with an evil fptrit, a man will fearce 
be hired to live init, but here the damned 
{pirits, the filthy and curfed hotl muft be thy 
yoke-fellows Suppofe there was no torment 


to 
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to fuffer, yet to be banifhed from -heaven, 
and to be tied and yoked to wicked fpirits; 
Was a torment fuficient to make the ftouteft 
that ever was tremble, and quake, arid be 
foon weary of it. ’ 
Bur it’s a place of torment too, a prifon 
where there 1s a rack, to which thou muft be 
put, and on which thou muft be tormented: 
f am tormented in this fame, faith Dives. To 
{peak of the torments there, woulda be matter 
enough for an other hour, but I delight not 
to dwell on fo fad a fubjeét: only this is 
that which prepares the way to the glad tidings 
of falvation, theiefore I fhall a little longer 
infift upon it. The body and foul, the whole 
man, fhall be there tormented, not the foul 
only, but cven the body too after judginent. 
Do you think the membeis of the body, which 
have been the inftruments, fhall efcape? be 
rais’d, ais! cafiinto hell to no purpofe? Why 
fhould God quicken it at the laft day, bur 
to bree’x it on the anvil of his wiath, and 
to male it accompany the foul, as well in tor- 
ments a. in finning. ’Tis true, the foul is 
the fountain of all fenfe, and the body ‘with- 
out it hath no fenfe at all: take away the foul, 
and yoa may burn the body, and ‘it will not 
feel it. SNow the fou) being the fountain of 
fenfe, and the body being united to it, when 
God fhalil lay his ax at this root, at this foun- 
tain, how dreadful fhall it-be? how fhall the 
body chsofe but fuffer too? Should any of 
us be cafiL into afire, what a terrible torment 
would we account it? Fire and water, weiley> 
ave 
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have no mercy; but alas, this fire is nothing 
to the fire of. hell, ’tis but a painted fire to 
that whih buns for ever and ever. The fur- 
nace wherein Nebuchadnezzar commanded thofe 
to be thrown that fell not down to the graven 
Image which he had fet up, was doubtlefs 
a terrible place. Hell 1s compaied to 
fuch a furnace, but what fhail we think 
of it, when the King in his wrath fhall 
command the furnace to be heated feven times 
hotter then ufual? Nay, what fhall we think 
of hell, when the Kreg of beaven fhali com- 
mand 1t to be heated feventy times feven times 
better then before? when there fhall be a fire, 
and a fire prepar’d: for fois this fire of Tophet, 
ws a pile of much wood. When the King of 
Heaven fhal! as it were fet to work his wif- 
dom, to Htitinthe fharpeft manner, 19 pro- 
curing fuch ingredients as may rnake it rage 
moft, and be moit violent: It is a fire prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels, the ftrongeft of 
creatuies, for the punifhment of principalities 
and “powers “and  if*ae ean’ tnatter Angels) 
think not but that God hath a fire to roaft 
thy foul. It is the foul only that is in hell 
until the day of judgment, the body is not 
there until that day. 

But now  befides thy fellow-prifoners in 
that curf.d Gaol, confider who art thy tor- 
mentors, thou that doft continue in impent- 


tency. Now thy tormentors are thefe three. 
The Devil. 


Thyfelf 
God Almighty, 


The 


s 
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The Devil, who is thy deadly enemy, a 
bloody minded adverfary, a murthering and 
mercilefs minded Spirit, a murtherer from 
the beginning, a mercileis tormentor, who be- 
ing in plagues and torments, and thereby 
even at his wits end, would fain eafe himfelf 
In tormenting thee. Wien the Devil, as we 
read, was difpoffeffed of a child wherein he 
was, he rends and tears, leaves brim foeming, 
thet there was litile bope of life m bi: But 
how when aman fhall be delivered into the 
hands of this mercilefs fpirit, when God thall 
fay to the Devil, take him, co what thou wilt 
with hun, do thy worft to him: when thou 
fhalt be thus put into the hands of one that 
hates thee, and delights in thy ruin, how 
will he te+r thee into pieces? how will he 
torment thee® in how defperate and wretched 
a cafe will thy foul and body be? 

Burcthe tormentor wi:bin thee is far for more 
hea,y, painful, and giievous, that never dying 
ever n2 within, the fling ef a guilty afd wounded 
conicience, this fale a fnarp dagger, 1s ftill 
fabbing thee ar the oyery heart. “This by a 
reflecting «él upon itfell, will caufe thee to 
revenge Gods quarrel on thyfelf, This 1s 
that tnat fmote David, when ’ts fud David’s 
heart fmote bim. Wa man needs no other fire, 
no othei worm to terment him, than that 
within him which as the worm on the car- 
cafs, gnaws on a wietched foul. but there is 
a greater tormentor then both thele vehind, 
and that 1s 


God 
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God bimfelf, he 1s highly offended and en- 
raged at thee, and therefore comes and takes 
the matter into his own hand, and will him- 
felf be executioner of his fury. There 1s a 
paffage in the Theff. to this purpofe, which 

think 1s more than can be fpoken by 
mep or angels, pz. 2 chap. 1, v. 9. Who 
foall be puntfoed with everlafting deftruttion from 
the grefence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
bis power. Mark that, God whom thou haft 
fo highly provoked to wrath, hath a ftrong 
hand, and glorious power, He fhew’d the 
glory of his power in the making the world, 
and all things in it, and all that infinite power 
which he hath manifefted in the creation of 
heaven and earth, fhall be engaged in the tor- 
menting of a Ginner. Were there a man that 
fhould lay a target of brafs, or a target of 
iteel on a block, and fhould then cleave all 
in funder at a blow, this would fufficiently 
mantfelt his ftrength: So doth God make ma- 
nifeft his power in crufhing thee to pieces. 
There are {till new charges and difcharges 
againft finners, to make his power therein 
manifelt. What 1f God, willing to make bis 
power known (faith the Apoftle Rom. 9.) /uf- 
fered a while the veffels prepared to deftruction? 
God will manifeft his power by the ftrength 
of his ftroke on thofe that rebel againit him. 
Fience proceedeth weeping and watling and 
gnafoing of teeth, which its a Metaphor taken 
from one either that hath a great coldnefs 
on him, or from the fymptoms of a Fever. 


ADD 
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App to all that hath been faid thefe two 


things. 

THe torment fhall be everlafing, you fhall 
defire to die, that your torments may have 
end: And here you may expect that I fhould 
fay fomething of the eternity of the torments 
of the damned, but 1 am not able, nor any 
one elfe fufficiertly to exprefs it: It fhall con- 
tinue fen thoufand thoufand years, and after that 
an hundred tbhowfand times ten thoufand, and yet 
be no neaer tts end than at the firft beginning, 
Thou muft think of it ferioufly thyfelf, and 
pray to God to reveal it to thy foul, for none 
elfe fufficiently can. 

But befides, as 1t is everlafting, fo is it wxz- 
abatecble. If aman were caft into a fire, the 
file coming about him, would in fhort time 
blunt his ienfes, and take away his feeling, 
and befides, the materials of the fire would 
foon iperd end wafie: But it is not fo here, 
here 15 not the leafl abatement of the horror, 
nor the lealft inch of toiment taken away 
throughout ail eternity. Jt was a poor re- 
queft of Dives (one would think) that La- 
zarus would dip the tip of his fuger tn water 
and cool bs tongue: A cold comfort, but one 
drop of water for the prefent, which would 
fuon be dried, and yet thacis denied him, 
he muit have no abatement of h's torment. 
Mor is there any abatement of thy feeling, 
but thou art kept in full ftrength, and as 
long as Ged 1s God fhall Topbet burn, and 
thon feel it. 


Bur 
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Bur (may fome fay) this is preaching 1n- 
deed, this would affright a man, and make 
him out of his wits: this is the way to make 
him go hang himfelf, fooner then be con- 
verted. 

True, fhould God let loofe the cord of 
our confcience, 1t were the way (fuch would 
be @he terrors of it) to make a man find 
another cord, did not God reftrain him. 1 
defire not by this to hurt you, but to fave 
you. I ama meffenger not feat from dbrabam 
(as Dives entieated) but from the God of Abra- 
bam, to forewarn you that you come not to 
that place of torment. 

Bur now (Beloved) there1s away to efcape 
this mifery, and that is by F/as Chrzff, Mat. 
i, 21. We was for this end called Fe/us, 
becaufe he faves bis people from ther fins, ana 
confequently fiom wrath: winch how it 1s 
done I fhall fhew in a word, and that is 

By Fefus Chrift offered for us. And 

By Chri “fefas offered to us. 

By Chrift offered for us, he mutt die for 
us, and :tthere be any death more curled then 
other, that death mult he die, if any inore 
painful, that muft he fuffei. Thus he under- 
takes thy caufe, and fufieis what for fin was 
due to thee. 

Awp then being offered for us, he is offered 
to us, as we may fee in the Sacrament, wheie 
there are two adls of the Minifler, the Gne rhe 
breaking the bread, the other, the offering it 
to the people. Thou haft as good warrant 


fo 
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to take Chrift offer’d, as thou haft to take the 
bread and wine, which thou art commanded 
to receirve. Thus 1 thought good to add 
fomething to fweeten the rcft, that I might 
fhew _that there 1s a way to be freed from 
the bitter pains of eternal death. 
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